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Benefice Letter
100 years ago this month the German mark lost so much of it’s 
value, that 1 mark was worth 1000 US cents. The hyperinflation that 
Germany suffered in 1923, where a wheelbarrow full of notes was 
worth more than what it carried, utterly devastated the country. 
Under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, the main industrial 
areas, the Saar and Rhineland, were occupied by France and their 
production was used to rebuild that former enemy. The Peace 
realised the dreams of many nations to have self -determination 
and independence, but within 10 years all were under different 
kinds of authoritarian regimes. The roots of democracy were too 
thin and the structures of government were too weak to stand, 
under the enormous pressures to rebuild.

As a species, we are very prone to resort to war, despite its 
enormous cost, to seek to resolve our issues or greed. Conversely, 
we fail to devote similar amounts of money to building peace. 
The Marshall Aid plan after the Second World War, is perhaps, 
an exception. But due to politics, this largess was limited to the 
countries of Western Europe. The economic miracle of how 
Germany emerged after the Second World War compared to after 
the First, is well documented.

If the peace is not built securely, we are sowing a bitter harvest 
that will be reaped in due course. Germany of the 1920’s became 
embittered and angry and a message of “being stabbed in the 
back” and “victims of an international conspiracy” used anti-Semitic 
tropes to create the atmosphere in which the Nazi party was to be 
born and thrive. With deadly, monstrous, consequences.

The war in the Ukraine continues, with unrelenting devastation 
and destruction visited on the Ukrainian people and their culture 
and nation. Russia too, is suffering an unimaginably high death 
toll among its young fighting men, as well as, increasingly, attacks 
and sabotage on key infrastructure within Russian borders. 
There is no sense to this aggression, no victory to be won over 
controlling devastated, flattened cities and homes. Evil can only 
destroy, never create. 

We pray for a swift end to this war and for peace to reign once 
more. True peace though, is not just the end to hostilities, it is the 
building of a just and thriving society. Where the displaced are 
homed, the injured treated, where loss can begin to be accepted 
in a caring and supportive environment. It is where children can 
go to school and play outside safely. It is the sharing of meals, 
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Church Registers
Bentley

Saturday 29th April Wedding of Louisa and Nick

lives, homes with those we love and those in need. It is everything in its right 
place and all working together so that all may thrive. These are just some of 
the rich meanings of the Hebrew word “Shalom” which translates so weakly as 

“peace” in English.

In Jesus’s first sermon recorded in Luke 4, he takes as his text Isaiah 61 “The Spirit 
of the Sovereign LORD is upon me, because the LORD has appointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to comfort the broken hearted and to announce that 
captives will be released and prisoners will be freed. He has sent me to tell those who 
mourn that the time of the LORD’s favour has come.”

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. May he give us wisdom to not just fight injustice, but 
to truly build peace. In the Ukraine, in our society and in our homes. For blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God. May Shalom fill 
you and bless you always.

Matt Boyes 
Vicar of Bentley, Binsted and Froyle

 
 

WEDNESDAYS 10am – 12noon (during term-time) 
PLEASE COME ALONG AND JOIN US 

COFFEE, TEA and HOME-MADE CAKES ONLY £2 

ALL WELCOME  

(CHILDRENS’ TOYS AVAILABLE)  

 

FREE WI-FI     

BBIINNSSTTEEDD  CCOOFFFFEEEE  SSHHOOPP 
@ THE WICKHAM INSTITUTE 

(Church Street, Binsted GU34 4NX) 
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Youth Update
The Big Sleep Out in May was an amazing experience! I took 7 young people 
and 2 other leaders to Winchester Cathedral to sleep out in cardboard boxes to 
raise money for Trinity Winchester, a charity that combats homelessness. We had 
an amazing evening enjoying the food, entertainment and especially building our 
shelters for the night. Thank you to everyone for your kind donations of cardboard, 
tape and tarpaulins, and especially thanks to those who donated directly to Trinity 
Winchester. We have raised over £1100 and this money will go a long way. 

It was a dry night, a little windy, but the cathedral itself sheltered us from the wind! After a bedtime story 
we got ourselves ready for bed. Our shelter was like a little house with lots of rooms; the 9 of us spread 
between 6 ‘rooms’. The tarpaulin over us created a roof which basically created corridors between the 
boxes – that was especially helpful for us to store our things and keep them dry! With over 200 people 
sleeping out overall, there were a few snorers, but that didn’t bother us. Most of us woke up with the 
birds singing and the sun rising at around 5:30am, and I even had to wake some of our group up as we 
packed up around them because they were sleeping so soundly! We had a brilliant time and you can 
see some photos above. Well done everyone!

In June we’re excited for Plugged In – our brand-new trial youth group using digital tools to engage  
our young people. We are diving into the Bible and then creating games, characters or scenes on  
a computer in response to the story. Coding is a huge industry so not only will we be learning bible 
stories, but we’ll also be building on IT skills which are vital in today’s world. This is running through  
the summer term but hopefully we’ll be able to continue the group in September!

I’m looking forward to seeing you all at various groups through June.

Gemma Ball
Pastoral Assistant (Youth) & Administrator 
gemma@benbinfro.co.uk
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

29 May
 

Bank Holiday
 

Half Term

1 2 3 4
9:30am Bentley

Worship with
Children's Church

(age 0-11)
 

6:30pm UNITED
Bake Off
(year 7+)

5
4pm Plugged

In
(year 3+)

 

6 7 8
12:30pm
Binsted

lunchtime club
with Gemma
(in school)

 

9
12:30pm Bentley

lunchtime club with
Gemma

(in school)
 

5pm four:twelve
Youth Club
(year 5-7)

10 11
6:30pm Upagear

(year 8+)
 

12
4pm Plugged

In
(year 3+)

 

13 14 15
12:30pm
Binsted

lunchtime club
with Gemma
(in school)

16
12:30pm Bentley

lunchtime club with
Gemma

(in school)
 

5pm four:twelve
Youth Club
(year 5-7)

17 18
6:30pm Upagear

(year 8+)

19
4pm Plugged

In
(year 3+)

20 21 22
12:30pm
Binsted

lunchtime club
with Gemma
(in school)

23
12:30pm Bentley

lunchtime club with
Gemma

(in school)
 

24 25
6:30pm Upagear

(year 8+)
 

26
4pm Plugged

In
(year 3+)

 

27 28 29
12:30pm
Binsted

lunchtime club
with Gemma
(in school)

30
12:30pm Bentley

lunchtime club with
Gemma

(in school)
 

Youth & Childrenat BenBinFro
WHAT'S ON IN JUNE?

Contact Gemma for
more details:

gemma@benbinfro.co.uk
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Plugged In

Mondays 4pm - 5:30pm
Long Sutton Primary School, RG29 1ST

 
Dates:

5th June, 12th June, 19th June, 26th June,
3rd July, 10th July, 17th July

 
Bring a laptop

For KS2 and above
 

Contact:
Helen Chatfield- youth@moretolife.church

Gemma Ball - gemma@benbinfro.co.uk

Come along to hear some amazing stories
from the Bible and get digitally creative!

Learning

to code
Minecraft Scratch

Designing
games

Creating
characters

Projects
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And I was there…
Like many local residents,  
I watched the coronation 
ceremony and thoroughly enjoyed 
hearing King Charles III uttering 
his vows, Queen Camilla looking 
and sounding resolute and 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 

vigorous and impassioned both in delivery and reflections.  
It all took me back 70 years when I was lucky enough to be 
present at Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation.

I had been chosen by my 
school’s Cadet Corps to 
represent them. I travelled 
to London the day before, 
stayed overnight in an Army 
Barracks, was awakened at 
4am, and set off at 6am armed 
with sandwiches and water 
for the day. We were marched 
in our cadet uniform to our 
position standing at the front 
of the Victoria Memorial 
opposite Buckingham Palace. 
We were not allowed to leave 
our position all day, except 
for toilet visits. We cheered 
when the Queen and the 
royal procession went past, 
but we had to wait all day for 
the return of the procession. 
We stood in our uniforms, 

coping with the rain and 
not a lot to watch because it 
was all happening away in 
Westminster Abbey.

Food was difficult to find 
because the country was still 
on rationing (when I went to 
university in October 1955,  
I had to take my Ration book, 
although this practice was 
ended in November of that 
year.) But I did enjoy the day 
– what a terrific experience 
especially during that rather drat 
immediate post-war period.

I have many times looked 
for a familiar face on black 
and white television, but the 
cameras were set on more 

interesting things than cadets 
in army uniform. What 
a splendid day and I was 
privileged to be a part of it. 
Yes, I was there…!

Harold Fish

[Top image] https://www.flickr.com/photos/thedcms/52877352018/
[Bottom image] https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/7195940652/
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LEARN, LAUGH & LIVE WITH ALTON u3a?

Would you like to meet new people and enjoy new activities?  
Would you like to share your particular hobby or subject with 
others?  Would you like to set up a new group with friends? 

Alton u3a is a friendly, peer-led 
community for those with some free 
time on their hands, and we always 
welcome new members and new 
group leaders.  We run a wide range of 
different groups, both in-doors and out 
& about, plus arrange monthly coffee 
mornings, speakers & teas, day trips 
and concert outings.  

There are over fifty different groups, 
with several options available each 
day, and annual membership costs only 
£20 - £55 (depending on the frequency 
and location of the activity).  Choose 
from various art & craft, literary and 
other academic groups; music groups; 
bridge & table-top games; plus several 
out-door activities, and purely social 
events.  We will be trialling some 
weekend activities too for the “MOTOs” 
(members on their own.)  You need 
never feel lonely or bored again! 

Alton u3a’s new 2023/24 Annual 
Programme (“The Blue Book”) will  
be published in early July, and  
will be available at The Allen Gallery,  
The Curtis Museum, The Library  
and Alton Community Centre (ACC); 
alternatively please request a copy  
via alton.u3a.members@gmail.com.  

If you would like further information 
about any of the groups please contact 
the group leaders who are listed in the 
programme, or come and talk to us at 
upcoming summer events in the Public 
Gardens and Anstey Park.  Postal 
membership applications are welcome 
as soon as possible (and some groups 
do have limited numbers), or register 
in person at our open afternoon from 
2pm on Saturday 12th August at the 
ACC.  Activities will run from September 
through to next May.

We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:mailto:alton.u3a.members%40gmail.com?subject=
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BENTLEY GARDEN CLUB

First of all, thank you to everyone who helped, 
produced plants and came and bought plants  
at our plant sale last month.

Our next regular monthly evening meeting will be on 
Tuesday 5th September when Ray Broughton will give  
a talk on growing herbs. That does not mean that there  
is nothing planned during the summer though!

Sunday 11th June 
Coach outing to Stansted House Flower Show, leaving 
Bentley Memorial Hall @ 10.30am. Cost £20 per head to 
include entrance fee.

It is a great day out.

If you are interested in coming, please contact Trish Cardy 
(01420 22325 / trishcardy@yahoo.co.uk)

Saturday 15th July 
Bentley Fete – We hope to run the Garden Club plant stall 
so please put aside any excess plants so that we can sell 
them at the Fete. If you can spare some time to help on the 
day, please let one of the committee know.
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WEATHER STATISTICS

Parish Weatherman

April
202304

Daytime maximum
20.2ºC (29th) to 9.3ºoC (14th)
17 days above 15ºC and 1 day below 10ºC

Nightime minimum
-4.6ºC (4th) to 11.5ºC (28th)
8 nights below 0ºC

Temperature

Total for month
2.73 inches (69.4 mm) over 19 days

Wettest days
0.57 inches (14.6 mm) (11th)

Rainfall

Dominant wind direction
South South West

Maximum gust
31 mph (10th)

Wind
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Items needed
•  TINNED VEGETABLES 

(CARROTS, PEAS, 
SWEETCORN)

• UHT MILK

• APPLE JUICE (LONG LIFE)

• TINNED RICE PUDDING

• TINNED CUSTARD

• TINNED SPAGHETTI

•  TINNED MEAT (PIES, STEWING 
STEAK, HOT DOGS)

•  SPONGE PUDDINGS  
(LONG LIFE)

• PASTA SAUCE

• CHOCOLATE SPREAD

• HOT CHOCOLATE

• WASHING UP LIQUID

• CLEANING SPRAY

• SHAMPOO

• SANITARY TOWELS

Items not needed as we have plenty in stock: Tinned 
tomatoes, Pasta, Baked beans, Soup

We have collection points in Bentley and Binsted churches, 
there is also a collection point in Froyle village hall, or you can 

take your donations to Alton Maltings where there is a drop box 
outside the main door.

If you are in need yourself, please do visit  
https://alton.foodbank.org.uk/alton-get-help/  

where there is advice on how to get help.

https://alton.foodbank.org.uk/alton-get-help/
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Wickham Institute, Binsted - Registered Charity No. 1090864

The Wickham Institute 100+ Club
As promised, listed below are the lucky winners of the May 2023 draws:

THE WICKHAM INSTITUTE 
(VILLAGE HALL), BINSTED

www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk

Details of the June 2023 draw will appear in the next magazine.

Remember each number only costs £12 (£1 per month) and you 
have three chances to win each month!

50% of the monthly purchase price of each number goes in prizes 
and 50% to the running costs of The Wickham Institute. The more 

people that participate in the 100+ club, the more money that is paid 
out in monthly prizes. 

If you would like to participate an application form can be obtained 
from Andrew Croom-Johnson on 01420 23157 or email a request  

to Andrew at treasurer@wickhaminstitute.co.uk. 

MAY 2023

1st prize Jacci Corney

2nd prize Joan Longhurst

3rd prize Jill Hilson



 14  |  Bentley & Binsted Magazine

On the evening of Tuesday 25th April, we held our Annual 
Parish Assembly at the Bentley Memorial Hall. An enjoyable 
and well attended evening and opportunity to hear all about 
the activities of the many clubs, groups, and institutions in 
the parish. To begin the meeting, I gave a brief report about 
the activities of Bentley Parish Council. We also received 
reports from district councillor David Ashcroft and county 
councillor Mark Kemp-Gee and we would like to thank 
both David and Mark for their help and support on matters 
affecting the parish over the past year. I also made a special 
presentation to our retiring district councillor, Ken Carter, 
who has represented us valiantly during the past sixteen 
years. Ken, thanks for all the time and energy you have given 
to supporting Bentley. 

To conclude the parish council’s contribution 
to the evening, Jenny Turner gave an update 
on preparations for the King’s Coronation 
this weekend, which will include a tea party 
at the Memorial Hall on the afternoon of the 
Coronation, and on Sunday, The Coronation 
Big Lunch at the Recreation Ground, 
featuring a cricket match with the newly 
formed Bentley Archers cricketers in action. 
In addition, a new bench to commemorate 
the event is ready for installation on Carter’s 
Meadow and coronation mugs from the 
Parish Council were donated to all pupils at 
Bentley School.  We were also informed that 

St Mary’s Church bells will be ringing out on 
the morning of the Coronation. 

And it was to the Church that we received 
our first report, from the Reverend Matt 
Boyes, our new vicar; a very accomplished 
debut speech followed. Matt gave an outline 
of the new benefice structure, and he 
included a warm welcome to residents and 
friends to attend Sunday morning services at 
St Mary’s.

Following Matt we heard from Becky Miffling, 
acting head at Bentley School. Becky, who 

Update from  
Bentley Parish 
Council
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has taken charge this term following the 
departure of Katy Pinchess, gave us a run 
down of the activities and achievements of 
the school, which are a great testament to 
the efforts of the staff, Katy and Becky of 
the past few years. Becky also announced 
the arrival of the incoming head, Vicki 
Hallett, starting at the beginning of the next 
academic year, 

After the school report, we received a report 
from Carmella Reece of the 2nd Bentley 
Scout Group. As always, an impressive 
palmarès of achievements during the 
past year and a taste of the activities and 
expeditions to come later this year. In 
addition to the well established sections in 
the group a new junior section, Squirrels, has 
been added for 4-7 year olds. We wish the 
Scouts continued success.

Following learning about what the youth of 
Bentley have been up to, we next heard from 
Linda Fuller, who gave us a brief overview 
of the activities of the Phoenix ladies. The 
group have a healthy membership and a full, 
monthly programme of events. 

Next Hugh Chissell rose to tell us about last 
year’s Bentley Fete and Flower Show, which 
was back after missing a couple of years. 
A hugely successful event as usual, with 
excellent weather to match. He did note that 
the number of stalls were down on previous 
years and hopes more will appear at this 
year’s fete. Last year’s hot weather had also 
affected horticultural showings at the Flower 
Show; doesn’t look like that will be a problem 
so far this year! Hugh went onto report 
on last November’s Bentley Bonfire Night; 

another great success with both impressive 
fireworks display and themed bonfire.

Trish Cardy followed to tell us about the 
activities of the Gardening Club. Although 
membership had dropped during lockdowns, 
over the past year it has increased to 25 
with some returnees and, encouragingly, a 
number of new members, keen to learn from 
the experienced old hands!

Continuing the gardening theme, Bill 
Whitfield gave us a humorous account of 
exploits at the allotments. All allotments 
are allocated, and Bill informed us that the 
fashion for re-wilding, prevalent recently, has 
been suspended in favour of more traditional 
horticultural husbandry.

Our last contribution was from Jim Hannon 
of Bentley Archers Cricket and Sports Club, 
who told us about progress in forming 
the new cricket club. The Archers will be 
putting out a senior team against local 
clubs in the area this season as we begin 
work to improve playing facilities at the 
Recreation Ground.

So, on behalf of the Parish Council I would 
like to thank all who attended, especially 
our speakers. If you’re interested in getting 
involved or joining, please get in touch 
directly with these groups or call the parish 
council and we’ll pass on your details. Finally, 
we look forward to meeting you at next year’s 
Annual Parish Assembly. 

Cllr John Fuller
Chairman to Bentley Parish Council
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Sudoku game EASY

Sudoku game HARDSudoku game MEDIUM

All you need to do is to 
fill in all of the squares 
in the puzzle so that 
each column of 9, each 
row of 9 and each 3 x 3 
square includes every 
number from 1–9.

No prizes – just a huge 
amount of satisfaction!

Sudoku Games
Sudoku game answers can be found on page 31
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Bentley CE Primary
The summer term is now in full swing and we have already been very 
busy with lots more exciting things to look forward to! Here are some 
of the things we have been doing over the last month.

Eco-Schools
We have been working towards earning the Eco-Schools award and are hoping to 
achieve this by the end of the school year. We’re very passionate about looking after 
our planet so our Earth Day celebrations on Wednesday 26th April gave us the perfect 
opportunity to think about how to do this. Everyone came to school in earth coloured 
clothing to help us raise some money to make our new nature reserve which will 

help to increase biodiversity, 
benefitting nature and our 
school community too. Each 
class got involved in creating 
our Eco Code – a set of rules 
to help us all look after the 
planet. Nature Club carried 
out a bioblitz to find out what 
is already living on our site 
and were very lucky to be 
joined by Sue and Barry from 
Froyle Wildlife as well as Dr 
June Chatfield OBE, who is 
a biologist. Thanks to their 

expertise, Nature Club were able to identify a range of species including the Budapest 
Slug, Wolf Spider, Lords and Ladies and Ground Ivy.

Madame Jones
Eco-Leader

Basketball Competition
On Wednesday 26th April, eight children from Year 5 and 6 made up a team of 
basketball players who went to compete in the Hampshire Basketball Final at Solent 
University after winning their previous round all the way back in November!

“We think we played amazingly despite the tough competition. After playing eleven 
games we were worn out but overall we were really proud with our performance. A 
very big thank you to Mr Goddard and Mrs Bowler for taking us to the event and to Miss 
Pidden for organising it.”

By Oscar, Poppy and Max
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Binsted  
Cricket Club

A rather slow start to the season this year. Two of our first three fixtures were 
called off (the first because both sides were struggling for players, the second 
because of the coronation). 

The other resulted in fairly heavy loss at the hands of Tilford. As in recent 
years, we bowled and fielded well and restricted them to 180-7 in their 47 
overs. It was the batting that let us down though, and despite some stubborn 
resistance from young Finn Hinshelwood and some lusty late blows from 
James Dineen, we were bowled out for a mere 87. 

If you wish, you will be able to follow our results via the BCC website at 
https://binsted.play-cricket.com/Matches. There have been one or two 
changes to the fixture list too, so we have shared an up-to-date version below.

A reminder that you can join us at the Rec for our Friday Night Socials from 
6.30pm every week. There will be Senior and Junior cricket practice & coach-
ing, Binsted Tennis and Croquet club will be there, and of course there is a 
BBQ and this year a Bar, courtesy of the Binsted Inn. EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
– you don’t need to be a member of the clubs and you don’t need to play, you 
can join in as much or as little as you wish. 

https://binsted.play-cricket.com/Matches
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Please visit our website  
www.bentleyflowershow.weebly.com to register your entries online by 
6.00pm on Friday 14 July. There is no charge for entries. Sign in and 
bring your exhibits to the Flower Show marquee on Saturday 15 July 

between 8.00-10.45am.

Bentley Flower Show
Saturday 15 July 2023

www.bentleyflowershow.weebly.com
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 Section A Flowers
1  One stem of your favourite Rose
2  One stem of a Floribunda (Cluster) Rose
3  One stem of a scented Rose
4  A bowl of Roses
5  Five stems of Dahlias, one or more 

varieties
6  A bowl/vase of mixed Flowers from your 

July Garden
7  A display of Flowers, all one colour, with  

at least 6 stems, mixed or single variety
8  A vase of Sweet Peas
9  One stem of a Lily (Lilium)
10  Five stems of annuals and/or Biennials
11  Five stems of Herbaceous Perennials
12  Three tall flower spikes (eg. Delphinium 

Acanthus /Foxglove/Hollyhock, mixed  
or not)

13  Five Violas, Pansies, Pinks, mixed or all 
one variety

14  A bunch of fresh Lavender
15  Three stems of a Flowering Shrub
16  Five Clematis blooms – one or more 

varieties, sprays acceptable
17  A succulent/cactus in a pot
18  One named flowering Pot Plant (indoor or 

outdoor)

 Section B Floral Arrangements
19  An arrangement of flowers/foliage in a 

recycled container
20  A small Posy
21  A Coronation Arrangement
22  A vase of flowers from a wildflower area  

in your garden (must be from your  
garden only)

 Section C Fruit and Vegetables
23  Display of any July Produce on a tray/trug/

basket/box from your vegetable garden 
or allotment

24  A Lettuce
25  Three Onions as grown, washed but not 

peeled or plaited
26  Five Shallots up to 50mm diameter as 

grown, washed but not peeled or plaited
27   Seven pods of a Legume variety, mixed or 

not (Peas, Beans – Broad, French, Runner)
28  Five Potatoes
29  Three Courgettes – max 15 cm
30  A Cucumber – longer than 20 cm

31  Five Carrots, washed with tops left on
32  Three Beetroots, washed with leaves  

left on
33  Little and Large – one small, one large  

of the same vegetable
34  An unusual or exotic vegetable
35  Three sticks of Rhubarb, leaves trimmed 

to approx. 7.5 cm
36  Five Gooseberries – on a plate (stalks 

attached)
37  Collection of soft fruit (Quality not 

Quantity)
38  An unusual or exotic fruit
39  Collection of five different named Herbs – 

displayed in a pot or jar

 Section D Produce
40  Your favourite Pickle or Chutney
41  One pot of Jam or Jelly
42  One pot of Fruit Curd (eg. Lemon, Passion 

Fruit etc.)
43  One loaf of Artisan Bread
44  One pot of Marmalade
45  Drink (alcoholic) – One bottle  

(eg. Sloe Gin or Wine)
46  Drink (non-alcoholic) – One bottle  

(eg. Elderflower Cordial etc.)
47  6 decorated Cup Cakes
48  Anyone-Can-Bake-Cake:  

a Lemon Drizzle Cake
49  A Coffee and Walnut Cake
50  A Light Fruit Cake (see full recipe online)
51  6 savoury scones
52  6 home-made biscuits
53  A ‘Little Nest Egg’ – a nicely presented 

nest of 6 eggs

 Section E Children’s Classes
54  11 years and under A Sunflower grown by 

the child
55  Yr R Under the Sea artwork (A3)
56  Yr 1 Castles (cereal box size max)
57  Yr 2 Space rockets (cereal box size max)
58  Yr 3 Local art and photographs (A4)
59  Yr 4 A design for a Viking artefact
60  Yr 5 An Egyptian Style Mask
61  Yr 6 Pop Art (A4)
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Maintaining Binsted’s Rights 
of Way network
The Binsted Rights of Way volunteer team 
met up with our HCC Community Ranger 
Megan at the Parish Council offices on 21st 
April, when she finally delivered the Path 
Warden training that we have long been 
waiting for. It was great to meet Megan 
in person and to take the opportunity to 
ask the many questions that arise when we 
are inspecting the paths of this parish and 
others. We also took the opportunity to go 
for a walk along some Rights of Way close 
to the Binsted Pavilion, to identify the 
kinds of issue we should be looking out for, 
and which ones we can solve ourselves.

In fact, we had just received an email 
earlier that week, to the address 
highlighted at the foot of the page, which 
identified a problem on a local walking 
route, so we decided to take Megan down 
to see it. It is Wyck Lane, which is the 
track that turns right off Church Street as 
you are heading South from Binsted. It 
starts as a made track, going past some 
cottages, but rapidly descends into an 
extremely muddy track going down to the 
two ponds at the bottom of the slope – it 
does continue quite a distance, all the way 
to Wyck, but we stopped at the ponds. It 
really is quite a beautiful spot (as long as 
you don’t look at the track itself!), and the 

WAYMARKS…
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route is definitely an important link to 
several local footpaths which are official 
Rights of Way. But looking at this track 
on the Ordnance Survey map, it is shown 
by green dots, which makes it an “Other 
route with public access”, which does 
not fall under the jurisdiction of HCC 
Countryside Services. We took several 
photos of the quagmire and after a short 
discussion, decided that the Hampshire 
Highways department would be our next 
port of call. Our report has now been 
submitted and we are awaiting a response - 
watch this space for updates.

Last month, I mentioned the major 
project to resurface parts of Bridleway 
62 between its eastern end in Frith End 
and the end of the Straits Inclosure. The 
Binsted volunteers were asked to work 
with Megan to install tree protectors 
on the Friday before work was due to 
start. This turned out to be a major 
effort, involving 8 metre long, one metre 
diameter plastic water pipes. These had to 
be cut in three by hand and then in half 
lengthwise (fortunately with a chainsaw!) 
in order to form the half pipes that would 
protect the trees. Then, these had to be 
transported manually to the site of those 
very privileged trees and secured to them 
using wire. By the end of the day, we 
were wet and muddy, rather weary, but 
still smiling – a great team effort - and 
boy, did we sleep well that night!  It was 
very gratifying that, right on cue, the 

following Monday morning saw the heavy 
plant arriving at the eastern end of the 
Bridleway – the contractors have indeed 
started the resurfacing work.

The Binsted volunteers are regularly 
inspecting the parish’s paths, but if you 
would like to report a problem on any of 
the Binsted Rights of Way, whether it is 
a fallen tree, a broken stile, a collapsed 
fingerpost or simply some overgrown 
vegetation, you can do so online on the 
Hampshire “Report a problem on a right 
of way” page – this requires you to create 
an account and log in to the site first. 
Alternatively, you can use the volunteer 
team’s own email address to do so – it is 
BinstedRoW@gmail.com. One final way 
of reporting a Rights of Way problem 
is to do so on the Binsted Community 
Facebook group. The volunteer team will 
try to identify problems reported there 
and deal with them promptly if we can – 
in all cases, please give as much location 
information as possible.

mailto:BinstedRoW@gmail.com
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CURTIS MUSEUM & ALLEN GALLERY
(01420 82802)

OPENING TIMES 
Tuesday to Sunday

Curtis 10am – 4.30pm. Allen 10.30 – 4pm
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum 

www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery

ALLEN GALLERY EVENTS

As part of its ongoing project to Rediscover 
the Allen Gallery, supported by the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund, Hampshire Cultural 
Trust is continuing its research programme 
to uncover the stories behind the Gallery's 
specialist ceramics collection, and will be 
sharing the first stages of this work at an 
exhibition from late July to early September. 
Alongside this, there is an extensive 
programme of workshops, activities and events 
that will be running throughout the summer. 
Please visit the website for more details. 

Fostering exhibition, 10 June – 23 July
Over a series of eight workshops, children 
aged 4 – 17 and their fostering families have 
been working with professional artists round 
Hampshire.  The children have learned new 
skills in ceramics, textiles, mark making (lines, 
dots, patterns etc in artwork) and colourful 
collage to create their own unique pieces 
representing their aspirations, things they enjoy 
and what makes them happy.

This exhibition, which is touring the County 
in 2023-4, alongside the #openyourdoor 
campaign, has been made in partnership 
between Fostering Hampshire Children and 
Hampshire Cultural Trust to celebrate these 

creative and inspirational children and young 
people. FREE

Project Thrive! 
This summer we will be delivering a FREE 
weekly gardening and creative programme 
for young people, in partnership with South 
Downs National Park Authority. This is a small 
group project based in the historic setting of 
the Allen Gallery garden  
and with additional sessions working with 
wardens in the South Downs National Park. 
Spaces are limited, please email the Gallery for 
details.   
allen.gallery@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Botanical Canvases
10 June. During this 3-hour workshop with 
artist Jennifer Fynn, you will explore uses of 
pattern  
and colour to create your own canvas inspired  
by the gallery's permanent collection. Age16+.  
£30 per person.

https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/
botanical-canvases

Brighter Futures courses are for those aged 
18+, living in Hampshire, who believe their 
mental health and wellbeing will benefit from 
attending these creative courses  -

http://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum 
ttp://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery
mailto:allen.gallery@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/botanical-canvases
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/botanical-canvases
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Brighter Futures - Celebrating Summer 
Creative Wellbeing Series, for adults. 
In this four-week course led by Becki Clark, 
you’ll be encouraged to celebrate nature with 
a range of mindful workshops on seasonal 
creativity and wellbeing. These workshops 
will include floral painting, nature journaling, 
calligraphy, crafting with clay, collaging and 
notebook making. These sessions are relaxed, 
fun and the perfect way to pick up and share 
tips and tricks and are suitable for beginners.

FREE. 30 May - 20 June 

https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/
celebrating-summer-creative-wellbeing-series-2

Brighter Futures - Needle Felting for 
Wellbeing, for adults. 
This four-week course is suitable for complete 
beginners as well as those with some 
experience in the therapeutic craft of needle 
felting. Using special barbed needles and 
beautiful British wool you will learn the basic 
techniques as well as lots of tips and tricks. 
Your tutor Carol will help guide you to create a 
Handsome Hare 3D sculpture. FREE.   
11 July – 1 August 

https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/
needle-felting-wellbeing-handsome-hare-
project-0

Alton Regency Week. 17th – 25th June
The Gallery will be hosting various events, 
including:

Tea and Promenade to Evensong at St 
Lawrence Church.18 June, 4.15 - 6.30 pm.

Local Heritage Walk 21 June, followed by picnic 
lunch at the Gallery provided by Dill cafe, with 
Regency games and tours of the collection in 
the afternoon. 

(Some activities are bookable in advance via 
the Jane Austen Regency Week website. )

22 June. Evening talk by Sue Dell on Jane 
Austen  
in North-East Hampshire. 

CURTIS MUSEUM

Don’t forget

Dolls’ House Weekend 
Saturday 22 July 2023, from 10.30am until 4pm

Sunday 23 July 2023, from 10.30am until 4pm

This event will be attractive to all those 
interested in dolls’ houses and their accessories. 
For more information please contact the 
Community Manager on 01420 82802. FREE. 
Donations welcomed.

https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/celebrating-summer-creative-wellbeing-series-2
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/celebrating-summer-creative-wellbeing-series-2
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/needle-felting-wellbeing-handsome-hare-project-0
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/needle-felting-wellbeing-handsome-hare-project-0
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/needle-felting-wellbeing-handsome-hare-project-0
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Bentley Primary School has its own wood at the 
north end of the playground. What an asset! 
It’s just half an acre but it harbours 
more than 20 varieties of trees; 
broadleaf and conifer, tall and short. I 
know this because I was invited to help 
take stock of what they have there. I 
reckon the oldest specimens must be at 
least 50 years old. They didn’t all turn 
up there by accident. So the school has 
acknowledged, for at least that long, 
that knowing trees is important to a 
child’s development.

I want to talk in particular about the 
maples we found. There is the ‘marmite 
tree’, the sycamore, you love ‘em for 
the helicopters (technically samaras) or 
you hate ‘em for how easily they spring 
up and how quickly they grow. There is 
also the Norway maple, an altogether 
more stately version of the sycamore, 
with its distinctive corrugated bark 
that the poet John Clare described as 
“ribb’d like corduroy”.

Field 
Maple
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But the stand-out maple here is the only 
true native to Britain, the field maple, 
Acer campestre. 

They share the same distinctive maple 
shape to their leaves, but not so large, 
and more rounded. They turn a lovely 
golden brown in the autumn. 

The samaras perform the same function 
as they do for other acers, but are half 
the size of a sycamore. Nevertheless 
they have efficiently populated the floor 
of the school’s wood.

They are not uncommon round here, 
as single trees or in hedges, but they 
don’t get the attention they deserve, and 
were once wont to have. Field maples 
were much loved, particularly for their 
wood. A harp made from maple was 
found in a Saxon barrow at Taplow in 
Buckinghamshire, and another, wrapped 
in a sealskin bag, was discovered 
among the treasures of the Sutton 
Hoo ship burial in Suffolk. At that time 
campestre was the only show in town.

The name ‘maple’ has an interesting 
etymology. Most of our trees have 
Saxon names (the Normans, of course, 
doubled the vocabulary of the English 
language, whilst seemingly ignoring 
the trees altogether). But ‘maple’ 
undoubtedly derives from the old British 
or Welsh word ‘mapwl’ meaning a knob 
in the middle of something…No, bear 
with…It refers to the knotty growth on 

the trunk of the tree that arborists call 
the bruscum . These were highly valued 
in Roman times and in the middle ages 
for making bowls and tables, and still 
fetch amazing prices when they come to 
auction. So the tree got named after its 
most valuable asset.

Incidentally, the Saxon word was 
probably close to the Dutch word 
‘maeser’ meaning a knot of the maple 
wood, and found its way into our 
language as mazer for a large drinking 
bowl for posh banquets, but also, 
measles, because the rash resembles 
the markings on the tree’s trunk.

My favourite folkloric link, though, has 
to be to the custom, reported by one 
Richard Folkard (isn’t it funny how 
often people have names that tell you 
something about them), that in parts of 
the country, as close as East Grinstead, 
there was the belief that the field maple 
would bless children with longevity if 
they were passed through the branches.

Should you observe families, in the 
school wood, and behaving bizarrely, 
then this might be the explanation! 

Ben Hamlin 
Tree Warden 
binstedtrees@gmail.com
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We need your help to raise £30,000

As reported in recent months, the repair work to the church 
following the storm damage last year has identified some 
additional work which Binsted church has to pay for.

The weathervane has been removed from the top of the spire,  
and a replacement, identical in design but made from more durable 
materials, is currently being fabricated and in mid-May we will be 
treating sections of the spire for deathwatch beetle.

We have also had to install a new floor 
in the tower.  We’re delighted that the 
concrete had cured in time for the bell 
ringers to ring for the King’s Coronation.

Thanks to all of you who have already 
donated towards our appeal.  We  
have raised over £10,000, which  
is an incredible start.

Unfortunately, some additional work has 
had to be done and some of the costs 
have increased, so our fundraising target 
has increased to £40,000, leaving us 
£30,000 still to raise.

THE HOLY CROSS BINSTED CHURCH APPEAL
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THANK YOU

If you haven’t done so yet, please will you support this village project 
to fully restore the tower and spire, and then we can start to improve 
the church facilities.

Our church is quite a landmark, the highest point in Hampshire,  
a grade 1 listed building built in 12th Century, and it belongs to us all.

Every week the scaffolding is up, the more expensive the project 
becomes, so we are progressing as fast as we can to complete the 
work.  We hope to remove the scaffolding and the safety enclosure  
by the end of June, returning the graveyard back to normal for the first 
time in over a year. 

Please scan the QR Code to donate  
to the Binsted Church Appeal.

If you wish to  make a donation by 
another method, please contact Andrew at 
binstedtreasurer@benbinfro.org.

Please don’t forget to gift aid, if applicable.

For further information go to the BenBinFro website:  
www.benbinfro.co.uk; or find a leaflet in the church porch. 

THE HOLY CROSS BINSTED CHURCH APPEAL

http://binstedtreasurer@benbinfro.org
http://www.benbinfro.co.uk/
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School News - Binsted CE Primary
At Binsted we believe in the Christian values of Faith, Hope & Love.

Wow! My first few weeks as part of the Binsted team 
have flown by. Let me introduce myself…. I’m 

Miss Dewey, the new Rowan class teacher. I feel incredibly lucky 
to be working in such a lovely school. Having come from a central 
Southampton school I am loving life in a village school especially the 
drive to school, which is far more picturesque than sat on the M27 
during rush hour!

We have had a busy couple of weeks in Rowan class. We finished 
off our topic on life cycles by planting runner beans and we are 
really enjoying watching our caterpillars grow big and strong in 
anticipation for entering their chrysalis. With the weather improving 
I also hope we might be able to start planting our class vegetable 
patch, this week. 

We have now begun our new topic, which is Rocks, where we 
have been identifying different types and discussing how they 
are formed. Our text has been a non-fiction book called ‘The 
Street Beneath our feet’ which we discovered had a very unusual, 
yet imaginative layout. Next week we begin to complete some 
independent writing surrounding the Coronation. I wonder if 
a certain bear from Peru will get an invite to the palace for a 
marmalade sandwich again? 

The children themselves received a very special invite to the 
Binsted Coronation Celebration. It was the perfect excuse to wear 
our party outfits and celebrate. We made crowns and flags to mark 
the occasion and enjoyed some very delicious cake. It was so lovely 
to celebrate this special moment in history as a school community. 
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School News - Binsted CE Primary
At Binsted we believe in the Christian values of Faith, Hope & Love.

BINSTED CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
150TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

SATURDAY 17TH JUNE 2023
Binsted School is delighted to be welcoming 
Bishop David to bless the school on the 
afternoon of Saturday 17th June to mark the 
150th anniversary of the foundation of the 
school in 1873. 

The Foundation Deed references that “The 
school aims to serve its community by 

providing education of the highest quality within the context of Christian 
belief and practice” and we are proud of our links with Holy Cross Church 
and the Diocese.

We hope to be joined on the day by many from the local community, 
so please do save the date, as we are planning various festivities for the 
afternoon.

Sudoku game EASY Sudoku game MEDIUM Sudoku game HARDSudoku game EASY Sudoku game MEDIUM Sudoku game HARDSudoku game EASY Sudoku game MEDIUM Sudoku game HARD

Sudoku Answers
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Smartening up the neighbourhood!  
Binsted Parish Council is very pleased to have completed several 
projects to smarten up public areas around the parish.  
 
In Binsted, we have resurfaced our car park near Binsted church, put up a new parish map 
board at the Wickham Institute, and a new notice board near the bus stop on The Street. 
We have also installed three new poo bins: one in Station Road, Bentley, one on the 
footpath towards the Wickham in Binsted village and one at Binsted Recreation grounds. 
 

  
 

                         
 
We’re also getting work underway to re-surface the muddy patches of Bridleway 41 at 
Blacknest Fields, and to clear some of the overhanging holly on that bridleway as well. 

After that, completing the long-awaited refurbishment of the old phone box in Binsted is 
next on the list.  Never an idle moment, eh?! 
 
 

Lisa Spindler, Parish Clerk 
clerk@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk | 07483  310631 

 

What’s new at 
Binsted Parish 
Council?

A sad farewell: Very sadly, this June we’re saying ‘Farewell’ 
to Lisa Spindler, who’s done a great job as our Parish Clerk for the past 
two years. By the time you read this, we hope to have been successful in 
finding a suitable successor - watch this space! The past two years have 
been busy and challenging. We’re proud of the progress made, both in 
terms of the wide range of projects delivered across the parish, and in 
terms of having rebuilt our team of nine councillors. Thanks, Lisa!

We’re delighted to have won funding from EHDC’s first ‘Green Grants’ 
to enable us to install a water refill station, bike rack & pump, and extra 
benches and ‘bug hotels’ at Binsted Recreation Ground. Just in time for 
the summer!

We need your views about the parish of Binsted’s future needs: Our 
‘Local Plan Working Group’ is developing a ‘Parish Priority Statement’ for 
submission to the South Downs National Park Authority this Autumn. 
Please help by letting us have your views about our parish’s future needs. 
The questionnaire can be accessed from this QR code, or directly from 
our website www.binstedparishcouncil.org.uk - or if you prefer a pen and 
paper version, there are copies at Binsted Pavilion. 

Calling for greater respect for our volunteers! Amidst all the difficult 
economic, environmental and political challenges that currently surround us, 
it can be easy for people to blame parish councils for the state of their local 
areas. Even in genteel Binsted, tempers get frayed and frustrations boil over. 
The Parish Clerk, councillors and other volunteers are quite often on the 
receiving end of sharp or misdirected complaints. Our nine parish councillors 
are unpaid volunteers, as are the teams maintaining our Rights of Way, and 
delivering the wildlife projects at Blacknest Fields. We are all committed to do 
what we can to strengthen our local communities in challenging times. We 
also want people to feel able to step up to be volunteers, without worrying 
that they might be subject to disrespectful comments. 

http://www.binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
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The parish council has therefore joined 
its voice with that of over 1,200 other 
town and parish councils nationally, by 
signing the new ‘Civility and Respect’ 
pledge, that calls for everyone to stand 
up for civil and respectful conduct. 
Please show us your support by 
volunteering where you can, and by 
treating everyone who’s working for the 
community with respect. 

Alison Melvin, a.melvin@
binstedparishcouncil.org.uk,  
07851 677057

The winners for the May and June 
draws of the Bentley Memorial 

100+ Club are:

If anyone is interested in contributing regularly 
towards the running of the Bentley Memorial 

Hall, with a chance to win prizes every  
month, you can join the 100+ Club. Please 

contact us on bentleymemorialhall@gmail.com 
for further information.

Congratulations to the Winners

MAY 2023

1st Prize John  Goodyear

2nd Prize Bill & Chris Whitfield

3rd Prize Richard Davies

JUNE 2023

1st Prize Bruce & Lizzie Powell

2nd Prize David & Ann Wilson

3rd Prize Adrian & Linda Job

Trevor Blaber
We are sorry to announce the 

death of Trevor Blaber, who  
died after a short illness  

on April 19th 2023.

A service of Thanksgiving for his 
life will be held on 15th June 2023 
at 2:30 pm at Holy Cross Church 

Binsted GU34 4NX (Extra car 
parking is available.)

He will be greatly missed and  
always remembered by his family 

and many friends.

Dress code:  Trevor liked colour.

No flowers please. Donations,  
if desired, to St Michael`s  

Hospice Basingstoke
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Come and join the Bentley  
Garden Club coach outing to 

The Garden Show at Stansted Park
Sunday 11 June 2023 

@ Rowlands Castle, Hampshire PO9 6DX

The biggest of The Garden Shows, The Garden Show at 
Stansted Park has been a summer highlight for over 29 years. 

Set over three days, it features specialist growers, garden 
related goods, artisan designs, homeware products, fashion 

accessories & delicious country foods. There are talks, 
demonstrations, activities for young & old, expert advice  

and a variety of music & entertainment.

Cost £20 per head to include entrance fee.

The coach will leave Bentley Memorial Hall @ 10.30am.

If you are interested in joining us, please contact Trish Cardy

(01420 22325 / trishcardy@yahoo.co.uk)
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BUTCHERS 
 

WWW.MILLFARMORGANIC.COM 
 

OPEN EVERY 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

7.30AM – 4.30PM 

ISINGTON ROAD 
                             ISINGTON 
                              GU34 4PN 

                  ORGANIC & GRASS FED MEAT  
                       PRODUCED AND SOLD  

                       ON YOUR LOCAL FARM 
 

M. W. SHAW – FARRINGDON

Antique Clock Repairs
& Restoration

House calls undertaken
All work guaranteed

Tel. Mr. M. W. Shaw
01420 588457
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org

KI AIKIDO

KI AIKIDO

A TRADITIONAL JAPANESE MARTIAL ART

Using coordination of mind and body Ki Aikido teaches
calmness, confidence and eliminates fear in everyday life

This powerful but non competitive art is suitable for
everyone irrespective of age, sex or physical ability

Monday & Thursdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Bentley Memorial Hall, Bentley, Nr ALTON

Enquiries: Email:  altonaikido@gmail.com
                            Mobile: 07717534643



 38  |  Bentley & Binsted Magazine

Sue Hood

Pet Portraits
A unique and forever memory of 
your beloved pet, working in pastels  
I capture the very essence of your pet,  
their character, their unique qualities.

For more information, prices etc

Tel 07920 038683
Email susaninverarity1@gmail.com

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org
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Having a party? Need a venue for a one-off meeting or conference? 

Looking for somewhere to hold a regular club/society meeting or class? 

Why not consider hiring our lovely Grade II listed hall. It is light and airy, with a stage 
and a modern kitchen. The hall can seat up to 80 at tables or set up for conferences and 

meetings, and can accommodate up to 120 standing (Covid restrictions may apply).

We have very reasonable hire rates, why not contact us.

For bookings or further information, 
please contact the booking secretary on  

01420 22388 or visit our website 
www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk

THE WICKHAM INSTITUTE
(Binsted Village Hall)
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AAccoorrnnss  BB&BB  
 

AAccoorrnnss  iiss  aa  sseellff--ccoonnttaaiinneedd  gguueesstt  ccoottttaaggee,,  llooccaatteedd  
iinn  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreessqquuee  vviillllaaggee  ooff  LLoowweerr  FFrrooyyllee..  

  
IItt  hhaass  iittss  oowwnn  eennttrraannccee,,  ppaarrkkiinngg,,  aanndd  aa  ssoouutthh  

ffaacciinngg  tteerrrraaccee  wwhhiicchh  ooffffeerrss  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  vviieewwss  aaccrroossss  
ooppeenn  ffiieellddss..    

IItt  hhaass  aa  ggeenneerroouuss  ddoouubbllee  bbeeddrroooomm,,  ccoommffoorrttaabbllee  
ssiittttiinngg  rroooomm  wwiitthh  aa  ssmmaarrtt  TTVV,,  aanndd  aa  lluuxxuurryy  sshhoowweerr  

rroooomm,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  aa  ssmmaallll  bbuutt  wweellll--eeqquuiippppeedd  
kkiittcchheenn..  

  
AA  ccoommpplliimmeennttaarryy  ccoonnttiinneennttaall  bbrreeaakkffaasstt  bbaasskkeett  

wwiillll  bbee  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ssttaayy,,  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  aa  
sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  TTwwiinniinnggss  tteeaass  aanndd  LLaavvaazzzzaa  ccooffffeeee  

ppooddss..  
  

CCoonnttaacctt  AAlliiccee  ffoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  
  0077776688  116655223333  oorr  gghhiinnnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

Bentley Memorial Hall
The perfect venue for celebrations, weddings, children's  

parties, meetings, specialist classes or exhibitions.

Conveniently located in the centre of the village  
with kitchen facilities and ample car parking.

Main hall accommodating up to 100 people and two meeting 
rooms accommodating up to 60 people each. Main hall and  

one meeting room can be combined for larger events.

For more information and to book the hall, please go to the 
website www.bentleymemorialhall.org

http://www.bentleymemorialhall.org


 42  |  Bentley & Binsted Magazine

Tel: 020 3475 0550 team@bury-court.com

A moment to reflect and share memories.
“Somewhere between heaven and earth”

Bury Court, Hole Lane, Bentley, GU10 5LZ
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I M P R O V E  Y O U R  C O N F I D E N C E
O V E R C O M E  G Y M  A N X I E T Y
I M P R O V E  Y O U R  S T R E N G T H
A N D  M O B I L I T Y  
J O I N  A  C O M M U N I T Y
B U I L D  S U S T A I N A B L E  H A B I T S
T H A T  L A S T

 
 
 
 

I ' M  K I T T Y ,  A  M O B I L E  P E R S O N A L
T R A I N E R  F R O M  B I N S T E D .  W O R K

W I T H  M E  T O :
 

 
 
 
 
 

M O B I L E  P T  |  O N L I N E  C O A C H  |  G R O U P  S E S S I O N S

Keep Fit With Kit

 B O O K  A  F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N  

0 7 4 7 1 6 8 7 9 2 7  |  K E E P F I T W I T H K I T @ O U T L O O K . C O M |
W W W . K E E P F I T W I T H K I T . C O M
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Yoga classes

Mondays 

Wednesdays 

12.30 pm Wickham Institute, Binsted 
 
 

12.30 pm Wickham Institute, Binsted 
6.30 pm Bentley Memorial Hall 

6.30 pm Bentley Memorial Hall  
 

6.30 pm Bentley Memorial Hall  

Book now 
www.juanagarciayoga.co.uk
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1:1 PILATES

 

 
 

 
 

Are you finding life difficult? 
	

Counselling gives you an opportunity to explore any 
problems and issues with a Counsellor who will listen 
and help you explore and understand your feelings, 

thoughts, and behaviour. 
We provide low-cost face-to-face, 

zoom video and telephone counselling. 
 
 

Call or email us for a confidential no obligation enquiry 

01420 89207 
admin@altoncounselling.org.uk 

 
British Psychoanalytic Council (BPC) member 

British Association for Counselling & Psychotherapy 
(BACP) accredited service 
Registered Charity 279857 

 

THORNE & CO

TAXATION 
CONSULTANTS

Friendly, efficient service to deal
With your Accounts and 
Self-Assessment Returns

Initial Interview Free 
Evening appointments available

01420 22998

Email: thornebentley@aol.com
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org
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Jane Stockdale 

HOME COOKING 
for small occasions

Dinners, Luncheons, Buffets,  
Drinks Parties, Tea Parties, 

Children’s Parties,

After Service Gatherings. 
Cooking for the freezer  
and individual dishes.

SPECIALISING IN  
CAKES AND CANAPES

Please call 01252 723161  
or 07775696918

janestockdale01@hotmail.co.uk

Food Affair Catering
Caterers for any occasion

Delicious food beautifully 
presented

Call Amanda on 
Tel: 0778 732 6982

Email: foodaffair@hotmail.co.uk

www.food-affair.co.uk 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org
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SUPPORT
L   CAL

BUSINESS

www.a l t onpumps . com

     

ALTON PUMP SERVICES

Get your free quoteGet your free quote  
0800 180 4046

Enjoy Brighter, Fresher, Enjoy Brighter, Fresher, 
Dry Carpets & UpholsteryDry Carpets & Upholstery

Our hard floor cleaning includes: tile, stone, 
wood, all LVT including Amtico & Karndean

zerodrytimefarnham.co.ukzerodrytimefarnham.co.uk

Get your 
main room or 
3-piece suite  

cleaned 

5500%%  OOFFFF  
on all further  

carpeted 
rooms

Dry carpet cleaningDry carpet cleaning

Upholstery cleaningUpholstery cleaning

Leather furniture cleaningLeather furniture cleaning

Hard floor cleaningHard floor cleaning

Wooden floor restorationWooden floor restoration
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ROBERT MOODIE 
at Clare Laughland Interiors 

Master Upholsterer 
since 1973 

 
Is your sofa or perhaps your favourite chair 
In need of a little loving care? 
Don’t push it aside or take to the ‘tip’ 
Just give us a ring and we’ll mend it. 

Loose covers or fitted, or down to the frame 
We will restore it, elaborate or plain 
Fabrics and braids for us to enhance 
Our craftsmanship’s shown if given the chance. 

Specialists in reupholstery of antique and 
contemporary furniture 

The Old Milking Parlour, Mellow Farm, Dockenfield, 
Surrey, GU10 4HH - 01428 712886 

robertmoodie@clarelaughland.co.uk 



June 2023  |  51

	  

	  

	  

Alpha	  decor	  

Guild	  of	  Master	  Craftsmen	  
Member	  

01252	  724675	  

Complete	  decorating	  service	  

Interior	  and	  exterior	  painting	  

Wallpaper	  hanging	  

In	  business	  locally	  over	  30	  years	  

David	  Horne	  

	  

	  

	  

Alpha	  decor	  

Guild	  of	  Master	  Craftsmen	  
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01252	  724675	  

Complete	  decorating	  service	  

Interior	  and	  exterior	  painting	  

Wallpaper	  hanging	  

In	  business	  locally	  over	  30	  years	  

David	  Horne	  

davidhorne52@btinternet.com
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Alpha	  decor	  

Guild	  of	  Master	  Craftsmen	  
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Complete	  decorating	  service	  
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Alpha	  decor	  

Guild	  of	  Master	  Craftsmen	  
Member	  

01252	  724675	  

Complete	  decorating	  service	  

Interior	  and	  exterior	  painting	  

Wallpaper	  hanging	  

In	  business	  locally	  over	  30	  years	  

David	  Horne	  

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org
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Simons Decorating Services
All aspects of Interior & exterior painting/decorating

Low cost joinery repairs with RepairCare system
Over 30 years’ experience & fully insured

simonsdecor@live.co.uk07747002595

MICHAEL NEWSTEAD
Bathroom Installations • Small Plumbing Jobs • Plastering 

Tiling • Exterior and Interior Decorating
30 Years’ Experience

Free quotations 07960 893369

MJP Plumbing & Heating Ltd
Helpful friendly plumber. 

Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap washer to refitting your bathroom. 
Servicing to replacing boilers. Just ask, no job too small!

Works with all systems – heating and plumbing. 
Gas Safe registered

Contact Mike on 07768 844276 or email mike@mjpplumbing.com

michaelnewstead70@outlook.com 2 Southview cottages Bentley
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www.hammertondesign.co.uk

logo | print | digital 

graphic design services

AB Plumbing 
& Heating 
Services

“Providing Plumbing  
& Heating solutions to 
the local community”
7 days a week for all your 
plumbing and heating needs

4 Holmwood Cottages, Bentley GU10 5NF 

Office :01420 525354, 
Mobile :077650 74638

Email: infoabplumbing@aol.com/
infoabplumbing@gmail.com

Reg 234774
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BENTLEY
Website: www.bentleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
The Memorial Hall 
(Bentley Memorial Hall Association):
Malcolm Macnaghten Tel. 01420 521291
Email: bentleymemorialhall@gmail.com
www.bentleymemorialhall.org
Badminton Club: Martin Fox 07710 035913 
martin.fox62@yahoo.co.uk
Garden Club Chairman  
Andrew Croom-Johnson Tel: 01420 23157
Treasurer Patricia Cardy Tel: 01420 22325
District Council
Ken Carter, Brookfield, Station Road, Bentley GU10 
5LA. 01420 22576 Email
kenc@comark-associates.co.uk
Parish Council 
Chairman: Mr John Fuller 07768 558751 
johnfuller@bentleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Clerk: Emma Wadey 07795 326539
Email: clerk@bentleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook: @bentleyparishcouncil 
Instagram: @bentley_parish_council
Bentley Memorial Hall, Hole Lane,  
Farnham GU10 5LP
Parish Office Hours
Monday to Thursday 9am to 3pm
Bentley School 
Headteacher: Katy Pinchess 01420 525010
Email: bentleyschoolptfa@gmail.com
Childcare
Dottie Tots: Karen 07387 576 307
Fête Committee 
Chairman: Hugh Chissell, Greystones, Bentley 
01420 23117
Flower Show 
Chairman: Vanessa Remington 01420 525322
Phoenix Group: Linda Fuller 07891 825410  
email: lindafuller1105@gmail.com
Bentley Rec Ground 
Chair: Stephen Whowell  
stephenwhowell@bentleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Joint Parish Organisations
Care Group (car service) 
Bookings: 07775 458873
Secretary: 01420 590697
Girl Guides (at Holybourne) 
Lucy Yendell 01420 80560
2nd Bentley Scout Group General Enquiries:  
admin@2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk 07974377736
www.2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk

BINSTED
Website: binstedparishcouncil.com
The Wickham Institute 
Chairman: Catherine Hadfield 01420 23146 
Bookings: Ann Mann 01420 22388  
email: annmann074@btinternet.com
www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk
Treasurer: Andrew Croom Johnson - 23157
County Councillor Mark Kemp Gee - 01420 
563550, email - marknkempgee@aol.com 
District Council 
Ken Carter, Brookfield, Station Road,  
Bentley GU10 5LA. 01420 22576 
Email ken.carter@easthants.gov.uk, 
David Ashcroft, 07966 511 868.  
Email DavidAshcroft@easthants.gov.uk, 
Parish Council 
Chair: Alison Melvin, 07851 677 057  
a.melvin@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk 
Vice Chair: Chris Meade,  
c.meade@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Clerk Lisa Spindler  
Tel: 01420 520692 Mobile: 07483 310631
Email: clerk@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk  
Website: Binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Facebook: @Binstedparishcouncil
Binsted School 
Headteacher: Sharron Morton 01420 23200
Fête and Flower Show 
Matt Arrowsmith
thebinstedfete@gmail.com
Tennis and Croquet Club Chairman:  
Chair: Nial Dunne 01420 22922 nial.dunne@sky.com
Secretary - Graham Jones 07825 201 541
Website: http://e-voice.org.uk/btcc/
Growmore Club Secretary:  
Reita Fisher 01483 570996
Bentley and Binsted Police
Police Rural Beat Officer: Jess Hornsby 
Alton Police 101
Binsted Cricket Club
Chairman: John Dineen 01420 617814  
or mob: 07747878392
Binsted Football Club
Secretary: Tim Winkworth binstedfootball@gmail.com
Friends of Binsted School (FOBS)  
@FOBSBinsted 01420 23200 or  
fobs.binsted@gmail.com
Chairman: Alice Cowie



www.benbinfro.co.uk
admin@benbinfro.org

01420 23339
 
 

@benbinfro_churches

Family Friendly
The flower indicates
where our services are
catered for children
and families.

8am Froyle Holy Communion
9:30am Bentley Morning Worship

with Children's Church
11am Oakhanger Holy Communion

9:30am Froyle Holy Communion
11am Binsted Morning Worship
5pm Bentley Live@5

9:30am Bentley Holy Communion
11am Froyle Morning Worship

9:30am Binsted Holy Communion
11am Kingsley Holy Communion
5pm Bentley Live@5
6:30pm Froyle Evensong

9:30am Bentley Morning Worship
with Children's Church

11am Oakhanger Holy Communion
11am Froyle Pet Service

4th June
 
 
 
 

11th June
 
 
 

18th June
Father's Day

 
25th June

 
 
 
 

2nd July

June Services


