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Vicar’s Letter
Dear All
Settling down on a grey, wet January morning
to write this letter immediately after the
announcement of our third lockdown, it was
hard at first to summon up the energy and
willpower to think of a positive message. But
then one of the members of the team here said
they’d just seen the first primrose of the year and
we all decided to list all the things for which we
can be thankful, rather than bemoaning what
we can’t do during this period of restrictions.
Firstly we must give thanks for the tireless
support of health workers and the arrival of
vaccinations for all of us eventually. We are
thankful for the antibiotics and intensive
care procedures which mean that unlike the
pandemic of the early twentieth century, when
thousands died and many collapsed in the
street, recovery rates are good and for many of
those affected Covid will be no more than a
dose of seasonal flu.
Secondly, we are grateful for the support of all
those workers whose efforts sustain our lives
during this challenging time. How would we
cope without supermarket deliveries, checkout
operators and shelf stackers keeping us supplied
with food and other essential goods? What
would life be like without regular rubbish
collections, access to the recycling centre and
delivery drivers? Bus drivers, train operators, taxi
drivers, may have far fewer passengers during
this time, but they are still operating so those
who can’t work from home can keep their jobs
and continue to provide services we all need.
Here in Benbinfro, we are grateful to all
members of our communities who have
reached out to neighbours with offers of
shopping, collecting prescriptions and
extending a hand of friendship. We are

thankful for the imaginative ways in which
Christmas was celebrated in our villages; the
Binsted Village Advent Calendar, the Froyle
Flying Carols and the film production of The
Real Nativity, having been watched over 1400
times on YouTube.
And let’s not forget the natural world, pointed
out by our primrose spotter. In staying home
more than we did before, we have observed
bullfinches, tree creepers and woodpeckers along
with many species we might not normally have
time to notice. We’ve walked every day, noting
the changes in the seasons and appreciating the
improvement in our waistlines. The days are
already lengthening now we have passed the
winter solstice and we are often blessed with
glorious sunrises and sunsets over our beautiful
woods, hills and fields.
Then one of the team, a keen singer, deprived
at present of regular opportunities to sing
in church, suggested we should all sing that
gloriously triumphant hymn Give Thanks, so
here are the words, which we invite you to belt
out in your homes or when out for your daily
walk. Don’t worry about looking daft, it won’t
frighten the horses and it makes us all feel
better! You have to sing it through twice to get
the most out of it!
Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He’s given
Jesus Christ His Son…..
And now let the weak say I am strong,
Let the poor say I am rich,
Because of what the Lord has done for us.
Give thanks.
Yann and the team
B&B Magazine
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YOUTH UPDATE
Happy New Year! 2020 was a
year none of us expected, a year
of isolation, confusing rules and
loss for many, so it doesn’t seem
implausible that perhaps our
expectations for 2021 are quite
pessimistic. However, amongst the
heartache of last year, there was a
lot of joy and good news! In 2020
whales came back to the Atlantic
after more than 100 years; China,
as the biggest air polluter in the
world, committed to achieving zero
emissions by 2060; people saved
48 animal species from extinction;
the elephant population in Kenya
doubled; Scotland will provide free
menstrual products to all women;
and the vaccine against Covid-19
became the fasted developed
vaccine in history.
Closer to home, people in our
villages came together to pick up
shopping, prescriptions and other
essentials for each other; there were
over 3000 objections for the No Wey
Incinerator campaign in October;
our 6 Anna Friends, who work
alongside our Anna Chaplain, Nicky
Smallwood, were commissioned;
our online version of The Real
Nativity, has been watched over
1400 times on YouTube and the
Christingle service has reached
over 400; we have put together
an online Sunday service every
Sunday since March, plus Thought
for the Day videos Monday to Friday
without pausing; and we’ve made
17 online school assemblies!
4
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So, digging deeper into 2020 we
can see glimmers of hope, for the
environment, for our neighbours
and for the church reaching out
into the community. Looking ahead
into 2021, in terms of our wonderful
children and young people, we will
be continuing to meet with our older
and younger youth groups via Zoom
until we can meet again, we plan for
Messy Church to continue to thrive
over Zoom as we settle into this new
routine, and Yann and I are already
planning our next online school
assemblies! Looking even further
ahead, we are planning to attend
Satellites camp run by YouthScape
in the summer and we have a Youth
Alpha course in the works for late
2021. As a youth and children’s
team, we would really value your
prayers for all that’s ahead of us in
2021, for ideas, inspiration and joy!
I don’t know about you, but as I get
back into my lockdown routine of PE
with Joe Wicks and baking (a lot!) I
feel it is important that we find hope
and joy in the little things. I pray
you find glimmers of hope in this
dark winter and can look forward to
brighter times soon.
Gemma Ball
Pastoral Assistant (Youth)
and Administrator
PS. here’s a recipe for my
favourite lockdown bake…
enjoy! (see next page)

February 2021

Chocolate Ganache Tarts
(makes 4-6 12cm tarts)

Ingredients

•	300g (10 oz) milk chocolate,
finely chopped

• 75g unsalted butter

• 200ml (1/3pt) double cream

• 1 egg yolk

• 50g icing sugar

• 150g plain flour

Method

1.	Put 150g plain flour and 75g unsalted
butter in a bowl and rub together
with your fingertips until it resembles
breadcrumbs.

4.	Preheat the oven to 200C/180C
fan/40ºF/Gas 6. Line the cases with
greaseproof paper and baking beans
and bake for 15 minutes.

2.	Mix in 50g icing sugar and a pinch
of salt followed by 1 egg yolk. If the
pastry feels too dry to form a dough,
add 1 tbsp water. Shape the dough
into a ball, flatten it out into a disc,
wrap it in cling film, then chill for at
least 30 mins.

5.	Pour the cream into a small saucepan
and bring to the boil. Remove from
the heat and pour over the chocolate
in a jug. Leave for 5 minutes to melt
then gently fold with a spatula until
completely melted and combined.
6.	Pour the ganache into each of the tart
cases and transfer to the fridge to chill
for 3 hours until set.

3.	Roll out the pastry on a lightly floured
surface to the thickness of a £1 coin
and line your tart tins with the pastry.

7.	Bring the tarts to room temperature
before serving and serve with
whatever topping you like! Hazelnuts,
strawberries, raspberries…

Church Register

Funerals, cremations and interments of ashes:
Bentley
December

23 – Winifred King
rd

January

12th – Jeremy Thallon

January

15 – Audrey Mosley

14th – Philip Bowden

Binsted
th

27th – Ann Miller

Froyle
January

21st – Christopher Little

29th – Michael Starbuck
B&B Magazine
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An update from our Anna Chaplain
I mentioned in the December edition that our wonderful team of
Anna Friends (left to right: Liz Carey, Marilyn Greenway, Nick Carter,
Richard Greenway, Sarah Roberts and Steve Fice) hadn’t yet been
commissioned at a service… well they have now! We decided to
gather at St. Mary’s Church, Bentley to record a socially distanced
commissioning Service, led by Revd. Yann.

If you missed the commissioning service
on Sunday 13 December, you can
watch it here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=42A2nfNQ9_I&t=845s
Debbie Thrower then followed up the story
in one of her Anna Chaplaincy blogs,
which you can read here: https://www.
annachaplaincy.org.uk/post/motivations-ofa-group-of-hampshire-anna-friends.
With Candlemas on 2 February, it’s a great
time of year to celebrate Anna Chaplaincy
Ministry, and indeed all older people in our
families and communities. At Candlemas
we remember the presentation of Christ in
the Temple, which fulfilled Old Testament
scripture.
The account in Luke’s gospel, details the
encounter between Mary, Joseph and
Jesus, and Simeon and Anna. Both Simeon
6
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and Anna are described as elderly, with
Simeon being led to the Temple that day,
by the Holy Spirit to see the Messiah; and
Anna being an 84 year old widow who,
“never left the Temple but worshipped
there with fasting and prayer night and
day” (Luke 2:37).
Anna and Simeon are two remarkable
characters, and wonderful examples of
God working through older people in the
most significant story of all time. No matter
what stage of life we are at, God has
important roles for each of us.
Wishing you love, peace and comfort for
this New Year

Rev. Nicky Smallwood
(Anna Chaplain)
annachaplain@benbinfro.co.uk
07765 058593

February 2021

Our Sunday
services are
closed for
now.
Following Boris Johnson's address on Monday, the 4th January and the
imposition of another national lockdown, and in line with Winchester Diocese’
recommendation for parishes to consider not holding services, we have reviewed what
we should do about live services.
Although public worship is still allowed, the overall thrust of the Prime Minister’s
message and the extraordinary acceleration of the disease in all parts of the country,
including our own, seemed to us to be incompatible with people continuing to gather
for live services. With great reluctance, we have therefore decided not to hold further
live services in the Benefice for the time being.
Our churches will continue to be made available for private prayer and we will
continue to minister to those who are most vulnerable in our Benefice through our
Anna Chaplaincy work and the Pastoral Team.
The Benefice online services, Thought for the Day, School Assemblies, online Messy
Church will of course continue, and can be accessed through the benefice website
(www.benbinfro.co.uk) or by searching ‘benbinfro’ on YouTube. We’re also due to start
a weekly online Alpha Course on Thursday 28th January at 7pm.
The situation will of course be regularly reviewed and I want to thank you for your
patience, prayers and understanding at this time.
Blessings, Yann and the Rector's Council

B&B Magazine
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Messy Church
ZOOM
You're all invited! Whatever age
you are, join us on the 2nd
Sunday of the month to get stuck
in with crafts, songs and a Bible
story.
14th February 2020 at 4:30pm

We're looking forward to seeing
you!

Contact Gemma at gemma@benbinfro.co.uk for more details!
8
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FIND US
ONLINE
Since making the decision to close our churches for
now, you can find our online services on our
YouTube Channel on Sundays at 11am.
Our services are also available to listen to via a
phone line for those who have little or no internet
connection. Just call 01420 552652.
We are still posting short Thought for the Day videos
on YouTube at 6:30am Monday to Friday. It's been
great to see how popular they continue to be!
The church website is continually updated with any
news and updated guidance, along with the links to
all our online content, so do have a look or contact
the church office if you have any questions.
Subscribe to our Youtube channel: BenBinFro Churches

Like and follow us on Facebook: BenBinFro Churches
Follow us on Instagram: @benbinfro_churches
www.benbinfro.co.uk
admin@benbinfro.org / 01420 23339
B&B Magazine
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Froyle’s Ark
Boarding Pass
First Call for all
Bugs & Beasties
Scratchy, bored, frustrated,
low, directionless and
without motivation?
Your Noah’s Ark Boarding
Pass is here to help get
you away from the Covid
cloud and into a Rainbow
of Positive Creativity and
Happiness.
We’re all in the midst of a
great tumultuous pandemic
storm together...
a storm without end, wind
and waves, thunder and
lightening battering us from
every side.
At times like this getting
creative and busy with our
hands and making something
helps a lot.

B&B Magazine
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So, having put away the sleigh, and with the outdoor carols a
receding memory, we thought we’d better build an ark: Froyle’s Ark.
We can’t build it just yet, but we can start filling it with bugs and
beasties and WE NEED EVERYONE’S HELP.
Join us and Manufacture Millipede, Build a Bison, Crayon a CreepyCrawly or Paint a Pig for the voyage. Froyle’s Ark will be delighted
to receive Writings, Drawings or Objects of any kind which express
your feelings. So; Pen a Poem, Dream a Doodle, Jot a Joke and
look afresh at the favourite things surrounding you. We can carry
treasures of anything you’d like to preserve.
There are endless avenues of creative expression. We’re all
different; adults, children and families can make amazing things....
Froyle’s Ark has no limit to how many homemade beasts or cargo it
can carry...
Here’s the plan:
Soon there will be the www.froylesark.com website for you to visit
where you will find ideas to inspire you and get you started.
Let your imagination flow and get crafting and creating. Photograph
your creation and submit the photos or documents to the Virtual
Gallery at www.Froylesark.com. The Ark Gallery opens for boarding
and embarkation from 1st March 2021 and The Ark Gallery will
open for visitors on April 1st 2021.
When the Storm has passed, our ship of wonder will dock safely
in the calm waters of St Mary’s church, Upper Froyle. All of the
exhibits from the online Gallery will be called into an actual, real
life Ark that we’ll all be able to visit. The spectacle of our collective
creative talents will be something to behold after we’ve all spent so
long in a storm of isolation!
B&B Magazine
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For all details, please visit Froylesark.com. Register your boarding card as we
simply need to understand how big we need to make the Ark. The more the
merrier. There are many ways to get involved in this exciting Village event.
We’ll also be needing to recruit a team of Ark builders, so we hope there are
some aspiring shipwrights out there?
Let’s get cracking. The future of our village and maybe our world depends
upon it. Just how many of this amazing planets’ 8.7 million species can we
get into Froyle’s Ark …?
14
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Bentley CE Primary
Church School Values at Bentley CE Primary School

As a Church School we use ‘values’ as a way to introduce children to teaching from the
Bible as well as to support their development as citizens and community members.
Each term we have a value word which focus our daily Collective Worship teaching
towards. The themes are universal to us all, whether a child or adult has a religious
faith or not. We learn about; Hope, Determination, Forgiveness, Peace, Remembrance,
Justice and many more.
In the Spring term, as we approach Easter,
we encourage our school to reflect on
the three special values chosen by our
staff, pupils and families. These values are
extra special and we think they reflect our
school best. They are ‘Love, Community and
Courage’. In the words of the children;

and in Bentley and the places we live. We
support one another and we don’t let people
be lonely. We help people whenever we can;
we support three charities every year, we
do litter picking and we collect for the Food
Bank so that things can be made fair for
everyone in our community.

Love – we love our school, we love learning.
We are loved by our families and friends and
we show others love too. We love the planet
too. We are kind to ourselves too and that
can be tricky!

This year we would like to ask for your help
to develop our Values work in school. We
would like nominations for stories from
the Bible which reflect ‘Love’, ‘Courage’ or
‘Community’. We want to collect these stories
and share them in school. If you have a good
example from a different Faith we would be
interested to have these too!

Courage – we want to be brave and try new
things. We are courageous in doing the right
thing even when it is difficult.
Community – we work together with the
grown-ups at school, our families at home

You can email your idea to us or write it
down and pop it into our black post box on
the school vehicle access gate.
B&B Magazine
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Bentley CE Primary
Please give us your name, the name and
details of the story (e.g. Daniel in the Lions
Den Old Testament, Daniel 6) and we would
like to know which of our three values you
think it applies to and why.

long list of stories to link to ‘Love’, ‘Courage’
and ‘Community’ from many members of our
Bentley community. We also plan to create
some Bible story films and a Values mural in
the sports hall based on this project.

We would very much appreciate your help
and if you would like to submit several ideas
then please do! We are hoping to create a

Thank you in advance for getting involved.
Katy Pinchess, Headteacher

School News - Binsted CE Primary
At Binsted we believe in the Christian values of Faith, Hope & Love.

Happy New Year to everyone
from Silver Birch class! Last term
we had lots of fun working on our
Victorian Art Project based upon
the inspiration of William Morris.
We used Lino cutting and printing
techniques to create some of the
pictures below:
16
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School News - Binsted CE Primary
At Binsted we believe in the Christian values of Faith, Hope & Love.

Darcey had a stroke of genius by creating the solar
system in biscuit form and they were really yummy!

B&B Magazine
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School News - Binsted CE Primary
At Binsted we believe in the Christian values of Faith, Hope & Love.

We also spent the last week of term creating our very own Twelve days Of Christmas, Lucy
was really proud of her fantastic version below:

18
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School News - Binsted CE Primary
At Binsted we believe in the Christian values of Faith, Hope & Love.

The Sound Collector
A stranger came this morning,
Dressed all in black and grey,
Put every sound into a bag,
And carried it away.

The Sound Collector
A stranger came this morning,
Dressed all in black and grey,
Put every sound into a bag,
And carried it away.

The flicking of the pages,
The tapping of the drain,
The barking from a dog,
The splashing from the rain.

The dinging of the doorbell,
The creaking of the stairs,
The flushing of the toilet,
The brushing of the hairs.

The crackling of a volcano,
The twisting of the trees,
The thudding from the thunder,
The whispering from the leaves.

The howling of the wind,
The swishing of the trees,
The burning of the fire,
The whooshing of the leaves.

A stanger came this morning,
He did not say his name,
Left us only silence,
Life will never be the same.
By Warwick, Year 3

A stranger came this morning,
He did not say his name,
Left us only silence,
Life will never be the same.
By Xanthe, Year 2

ROUND TWO OF
THE CAMPAIGN
Hampshire County Council announced that
there would be a second public consultation
on Veolia’s planning application just before
the Christmas break. Despite the short notice,
the No Wey Incinerator campaign team worked
with its technical consultants and experts to
give objectors guidelines before the deadline of
February 8th, 2021. Objections submitted during
the first consultation in the summer, will still count.

Regulation 25 notices to Veolia, asking many
questions about their application, including the
need for an incinerator and why it should be
located in this particular area. Veolia responded
to these formal notices and this new information
is published at: https://planning.hants.gov.uk/.
The application number is: 33619/007 and the
new documents are on the EIA tab dated 14
December 2020.

After receiving close to 3,300 objections
from local residents, Hampshire issued three

For further information contact the action group
at: info@noweyincinerator.com.

B&B Magazine
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A Day in the life of
a Special Constable
I have been a Special Constable in Hampshire for ten
years and am due to move on. So I thought that it
might be interesting to explain more about the role.
A special constable is a fully warranted
police officer. He or she will have passed
quite a rigorous process to be accepted.
This includes a physical test but is not
subject to a maximum age limit.
Training is a combination of classroom, on
the job with a regular officer, and computer-based instruction. It can take as little as
twelve months. In all cases it should take
less than two years. At some stage during
the formal classroom/computer training,
the student is ‘attested’ which is a process
of being sworn in in front of a magistrate
as a warranted officer. The student is then
assigned to a tutor, a regular officer qualified in that role. As far as is possible, the
Special will do duties with that tutor and
be exposed to, and deal with, the day-today tasks and situations experienced by a
police officer.
Only when the student has experienced
and satisfactorily dealt with a specific list
of possible incidents or occurrences will
he/she be signed off by the tutor as being
appropriate to be recommended for ‘independent’ status. This is then approved by
senior management and the officer is then
able to patrol by himself/herself.

At this stage the officer should be booked
on a driving course. Specials are only
trained to ‘patrol’ and are not permitted to
drive over the speed limit or use lights and
sirens. The only exception is to stop a vehicle from behind using blue lights - called a
‘compliant stop’.
He/she is then expected to do a minimum
number of hours each month and keep
up-to-date with continuous professional
development both in classrooms and on
line. A physical test and first aid refreshers
come round every year.
I am a fully independent special. I joined
specifically to cover my local area and see
myself as being in support of my regular
officer colleagues and PCSOs in an arc in
the north of the northern area covered by
Hampshire Constabulary. In crude terms
this is the villages of Binsted, Isington,
Bentley, Froyle, Shalden, Lasham (including the airfield), Bentworth, Medstead, the
Wields, Farringdon, Wyck and Kingsley.
The officers’ day is divided into three shifts
- Days, Lates and Nights. The precise timing varies from weekdays and Thursdays to
Sunday.

B&B Magazine
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In general I choose only to do the day
shifts which start at 0700 and, depending on the day of the week, end at 15.30
or 17.00. As I am retired I manage to do
three shifts a week. The day shift ‘parades’
at Alton police station at 07.00. ‘Parade’
involves all of the officers on that shift assembling round a table with a large computer screen. Issues aired and discussed
range from any tasks left incomplete by
the night shift who have just finished
through highlighting particular types of
prevalent crime, suspect vehicles and
individuals that might be in the area.
Tasks are then allocated and crews
assigned to vehicles. Some might be
double-crewed (rarely the case in the
Covid era), some might be crewed by a
single officer. In my case I am only a ‘basic’ driver. This entitles me to drive any
vehicle but not to respond outside speed
limits or use blue lights and sirens. I tend
to be assigned a vehicle by myself to
patrol my chosen area. All vehicles have
trackers. So, at any time, the control
room knows where any of the resources
are situated and can assign the closest
unit(s) accordingly.
Despite my choice to be a ‘local’ officer, I
am deployable anywhere to any incident
where I might be the closest available
unit. I might be in Medstead when there
is a traffic incident on the A339 or I could
be sent to a sudden death in Petersfield.
Overnight burglaries, discovered when
the victim gets up or goes to work in the
morning, will usually end up as tasks for
the day shift. I could get sent to such an
incident or in support of a colleague who
may be dealing with one or more burglaries. Such support might involve taking
statements, carrying out house to house
investigations about who heard or saw
what or seeing if there is any local CCTV.
We also deal with traffic incidents or
22
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sudden deaths where a doctor is unable
to give a certificate.
No day is the same - some can be quiet
and some really busy. Sometimes one
gets home on time and sometimes a
large amount of follow-up work back
at the station involves being late off.
Busy days have involved an arrest of a
motorist who had driven home so drunk
that he couldn’t remember that he had
damaged another car, dealing with a
possible dementia sufferer who thought,
wrongly, that he had had a large amount
of money stolen, a diesel spill on the
A339, a fire on the central reservation of
the A31 resulting from a fallen electricity
cable, a sudden death at an old people’s
home and numerous calls to domestic
issues and disturbances.
My role is thoroughly enjoyable and
intensely rewarding. I associate with some
of the finest and most dedicated police officers in the UK. I recommend to anyone,
whatever age, to consider becoming a
Special and supporting your local officers
in Hampshire. There is currently a scheme
where members of the public are able to
experience first-hand a day in the life of a
regular Hampshire officer. Go to this link
to find out more:
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/joinus/community-observer-scheme/
The link also has information on the
Special Constabulary
Finally, please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to hear first
hand about the role. Yann has my email
address.
Finally I should mention that there is
not a permanent recruiting campaign.
Also, Covid-19 will have an impact on any
recruitment.

February 2021

Five health benefits of yarn crafts
By Louisa Bird, SecretYarnStash.co.uk

The colder months have settled in and while some find comfort in warm blankets and popcorn in front of a film, for others this is a difficult time of year.
Crafting has long been hailed for improving mental health, increasing dexterity
in the hands and has even been proven to delay the effects of dementia. It is
more vital now than it ever was, when other hobbies and activities might not
be possible taking the time to improve or pick up a new craft can bring important health benefits.
1.	Crafting as stress relief.
Working with your hands can help to
settle your mind by giving you something
specific and physical to do. The repetitiveness of crafting has also been shown
to release serotonin which can alleviate depression and Seasonal Affective
Disorder (SAD). As well as boosting your
overall mood, crafting lowers your blood
pressure by reducing cortisol in the body.
It is a heart healthy activity in more ways
than one, giving both your physical and
mental health a boost.
2.	Increased confidence
The accomplishment that you feel from
learning a new skill can strengthen your
confidence. Making something and
holding it in your hands, getting to wear
it yourself or gifting it as a sign of love
will also increase your self-esteem. If you
find work/life balance hard to manage,
crafting is also a good place to turn as
it forces you to relax without losing that
feeling of productivity and self-worth.
3.	Reduces restlessness
We all become more sedentary during
the winter as the cold can make outdoor
activities less appealing. Being stuck
indoors can make you restless and lead
to insomnia but that frustration can be
eased by knitting or crochet as it take
you away from repetitive thoughts and
feelings in your mind and gives your body
somewhere to focus its energy.

4.	Stops mindless eating and drinking
During the long wintery evenings
crafting can stop you from reaching for
the crisps or chocolate, curbing those
moments of mindless snacking in front
of the TV. You may also find it helpful
during the festive period as giving yourself something hold in your hands can
slow your pace of drinking.
5.	Crafting for socialising
It won’t come as too much of a surprise,
but crafting can also bring you closer
to the people you care about. Learning
something new with another person has
been shown to keep you motivated and
cement your new skills more quickly.
Why not challenge a friend to learn a
craft with you? Sharing progress through
pictures or making small objects to send
to each other lets them know you’re
thinking of them.
Taking the time to craft provides us with so
much more than covered here; it is also a
form of self-expression, a skill that can be
turned into a career, and a way of improving
memory and cognitive skills. You don’t need
to know everything at the start to enjoy the
health benefits of crafting, you will reap the
rewards whether you’re a complete beginner
or you have years of experience so why not
pick up your needles or hooks and enjoy
some yarn therapy.
B&B Magazine
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BENTLEY GARDEN CLUB
At the time of writing (5th January 2021) strict Covid-19 restrictions are still in
place. Even with the roll out of the vaccination programme it is impossible to know
when restrictions are likely to be removed enough for us to restart our monthly
get togethers. Hopefully, we will be able to meet again sometime later in 2021.
As soon as this is possible, and speakers are booked, we will let you know.
We know that you paid your subscription for 2020 and were only able to attend
two lectures. We have therefore decided that you will all have a free year's
membership for 2021.
Stay safe.
From all the Committee

The winners for December draws of the
Bentley Memorial 100+ Club are below
Contact Steve Fice, Chairman Bentley
Memorial Hall 01420 22197
steve.fice@btinternet.com

Congratulations
to the Winners
December 2020
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1st Prize

Malcolm Macnaghten

2nd Prize

Richard Greenway

3rd Prize

Bruce & Lizzie Powell

February 2021

Wickham Institute, Binsted - Registered Charity No. 1090864

THE WICKHAM INSTITUTE
(VILLAGE HALL), BINSTED
www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk

The Wickham Institute 100+ Club

As promised, listed below are the lucky winners of the
December 2020 & January 2021 draws:

December 2020

January 2021

1st prize Peter Wonson

1st prize Jo Moore

2nd prize Jean Stephens

2nd prize Stella Croom-Johnson

3rd prize Joan Longhurst

3rd prize Kathy Ogilvie Thompson

Details of the February 2021 draw will appear
in the next magazine.
Remember each number only costs £12 (£1 per month)
and you have three chances to win each month!
50% of the monthly purchase price of each number goes in
prizes and 50% to the running costs of The Wickham Institute.
The more people that participate in the 100+ club, the more
money that is paid out in monthly prizes.
If you would like to participate an application form can
be obtained from Andrew Croom-Johnson on 01420 23157
or email a request to Andrew at
treasurer@wickhaminstitute.co.uk

B&B Magazine
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NOVEMBER WEATHER STATISTICS
Temperature
Daytime maximum

16.2ºC (7th) to 5.6ºC (27th)
4 days below 10ºC

Nightime minimum

-2.9ºC (4th) to 11.4ºC (17th)
9 nights below 0ºC

Rainfall
Total for month

2.28 inches (58.0 mm) over 19 days

Wettest days

0.92 inches (23.4 mm) (14th)

Wind
Dominant wind direction

South West

Maximum gust

32 mph (1st & 2nd)

DECEMBER WEATHER STATISTICS
Temperature
Daytime maximum

12.8ºC (21st & 22nd) to 0.8ºC (31st)
19 days above 10ºC / 9 days below 5ºC

Nightime minimum

-4.7ºC (31st) to 10.2ºC (18th)
11 nights below 0ºC

Rainfall
Total for month

3.51 inches (89.2 mm) over 25 days

Wettest days

0.68 inches (17.2 mm) (27th)

Wind
Dominant wind direction

South South West

Maximum gust

33 mph (27th)
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Parish Weatherman

February 2021

WEATHER STATISTICS FOR 2020
Temperature
Highest Daytime temperature

36.6ºC (11th August)

Lowest Nightime temperature

-5.7ºC (25th March)

Rainfall
Total rainfall

31.19 inches (792.1 mm) (wettest month was October)

Wind
Strongest gust of wind

41 mph (14th January)
Parish Weatherman

Patient Participation Group
Bentley Village Surgery
The Bentley Village Surgery Patient Participation Group (BVS-PPG), set up early this
year as a bridge between the practice and its patients; improving communications
both ways and helping develop local health services. There are 10 patient members
and a representative from the Practice.
Having got started, Covid 19 changed our focus dramatically and the Group has
spent the last 9 months trying to give what help it can to the Practice. This dreadful
disease has put an immense additional burden on our doctors and their staff and
presented them with serious challenges and we aim to help wherever we can with
practical help and support from the local community.
Most recently we organised help with the Flu Vaccination Clinics with volunteers,
within the surgery and outside as traffic marshals, helping to make these (now almost
completed) a success. The next challenge will (we hope) be Covid Vaccination Clinics,
when the Government gives the go-ahead, probably in the New Year. These will
probably be held in a central location, not at the practice, but please be patient, the
surgery will keep everyone informed as soon as any details are available.
In the meantime the BVS-PPG would like to say HUGE THANK YOU, on behalf of
all the patients, to all the staff at the surgery for their tireless work, in extraordinary
circumstances this year. We know the pandemic is not yet behind us but we want
the staff to know that we appreciate their hard work and wish them well.
BVS-PPG
B&B Magazine
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WAYMARKS…
Covid 19
As I start to write this piece, Hampshire has gone into Tier 4, so putting an
end to any hopes of New Year walking in groups. Who knows how long we
will face restrictions? Nevertheless, you can still go out individually or in
family groups, so please continue making the most of our lovely countryside!
Footpath improvements at South Hay

New year, new kissing gates!

On Dec 22 , all members of Binsted Rights
of Way Group turned out to remove two
dilapidated stiles and install new kissing gates
on paths 18 and 16b, between South Hay and
Wheatley. Group member Claire Wood took a
series of photographs of the working party in
operation and presents her impressions below.

Thankfully, dry weather greeted Binsted’s team
of volunteer path wardens as they spent a wintry
December day replacing two crumbling stiles on
the parish’s rights of way network.

nd

Removing a stile and positioning the new gate
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Under the guidance of Adam Macey, HCC
Community Engagement Ranger, the group
installed two new kissing gates on the right of
way just east of South Hay.

Assembling the second kissing gate

rights of way problems, using Hampshire’s
Countryside Access Management website:
www.hantsrow.esdm.co.uk
The installation of the kissing gates was a joint
project, funded by Hampshire County Council
and supported by the landowner.

Binsted`s rights of ways volunteers regularly
inspect, grade and maintain our paths and
bridleways, but anyone can report and track

One kissing gate finished!!

…and a few days later in better weather

Why are kissing gates so large?
Kissing gates need to be large enough to
accommodate a wheelchair. Although the
normal action of the gate is for it to swing back
within the circular structure, allowing a walker
to squeeze pass the gate and continue on their
way, there is a special arrangement for those
users who are dependent upon a wheelchair. The
photograph below shows how the gate can be
released to swing the other way if opened by a
Radar key.
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Improvements like this are important,
particularly at this time when walking in our
beautiful countryside is attracting more people
than ever. It is crucial to ensure as much access
to paths by keeping them in as good a condition
as possible.

February 2021

Alton Walking Festival 2021
Alton Town Council is planning to offer the
Walking Festival throughout May 2021, so,
fingers crossed that the event will still be able to
take place. If it does go ahead, a wide range of
walks of varying lengths will be on offer, some
within the parishes of Binsted and Bentley. More
details will be provided when things become
clearer at a later date!

Walk of the Month
Here`s a walk largely within the parish of Bentley,
which approaches Crondall; it is just under 7
miles in length and would be an ideal walk for a
dry, bright winter`s day

Bentley to East Green
Start at the car park at Bentley Recreation
Ground, which is off School Lane. Head across
the playing field to go through a gate in the far
corner, then turn left and walk along the road for
a short distance, soon heading off to the left on a
path which crosses a field, meets the St Swithun`s
Way and continues across another field, then
passes through a series of three kissing gates and
over another field to meet a lane. Cross the lane
and go ahead on a metalled lane which brings
you to East Green.

East Green to Lee Wood
Follow the lane around to the left and turn left
again at a lane junction. Shortly afterwards, turn
right on a path through Wallfield Copse. At
the far side of the Copse, go right and then left
to climb steeply up a field and continue ahead
in a broadly north easterly direction until you
reach a lane. Go left and soon turn right onto a
bridleway. When you reach another lane (Old
Farnham Lane), turn left, leaving St Swithun`s
Way, and walk uphill, bearing right where the
lane joins another lane, continuing ahead past a
spot height of 137 metres. Bear left at the next
30
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lane junction and turn right onto a footpath,
leaving the parish of Bentley, shortly afterwards.
The next mile or so of pleasant easy walking in a
northerly direction takes you gently uphill and
then firmly downhill. You`ll see Clare Park over
to your right. The path widens and becomes
a track, which swerves left at the bottom of
the slope; follow it and ignore the footpath
continuing ahead towards Crondall.
At the next junction, turn right, with a good view
of Crondall church ahead, then left. Follow the
track west and then briefly north before turning
left onto a track which heads in a southwesterly
direction towards Lee Wood.

Lee Wood to Bentley
As you enter the wood, the track becomes a
narrower path and bears left; ignore the turn on
the right. You now head in a southerly direction
through the wood, ignoring another path on the
right, until emerging near Swanthorpe House. At
a junction with a metalled lane, bear right and
then bear left at another lane junction. Looking
to the right you`ll see Horsedown Common
(165m) across the fields. Continue ahead on
the lane to a crossroads (where you re-enter
the parish of Bentley). Go straight across and
downhill past Glade Farm, then on up the hill on
the far side and round a bend in the lane (watch
out for traffic at this point).
You`ll see a footpath sign on the left; cross the
stile and follow a rough path down the edge
of the field to emerge at Bury Court Cottages.
Follow the metalled track south to reach and pass
Bury Court. The last part of the walk to reach
Bentley is a pleasant stroll along a sunken green
lane to Bentley Church.
After Bentley church continue ahead on the lane
and then turn left at a junction. Walk east along
the lane for a short distance before turning right
into School Lane and so back to your starting
point, just beyond the school.

The following comes from the
Bentley Magazine of December
1981 and in these times of
Lockdown Mark 3, it seems to
me that we need that V-shaped
formation just as much as this
aids the geese on their flight.
“One of the intriguing mysteries
of nature is a flock of wild
geese flying in a V-shaped
formation. When a group of
aerodynamic engineers studied
this phenomenon they made an
interesting discovery.
As the geese fly in the
V-formation, the flapping of the
wings of each bird gives an uplift
to the one before and behind
him, and he in turn receives an
uplift from them. This lift creates
approximately 70% more forward
thrust, so that as a group the
geese can fly further than they
can individually. If one goose
slips out of formation and tries
to fly on his own, he gives and
receives nothing.

February 2021

WILD GEESE: LOOKING
OUT FOR ONE ANOTHER
In these troubled days God is
trying to pull us together and
show us that as we move with one
another, we can go further and
accomplish more than we can
by travelling alone. He is telling
us that if we walk side by side,
love each other and feel for one
another, we will be stronger and
have a much more powerful thrust
in our lives, both as a Church and
as individuals.”
What this article fails to mention
is that, the lead goose in a
V-shaped formation constantly
changes, falling back as they
become tired. Perhaps there is a
lesson there for us, in looking to
step up and support our church
leadership in whatever way we
can, to ensure they continue
to have sufficient energy and
wherewithal to best support us in
these unusual times.
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BINSTED VILLAGE
ADVENT CALENDAR
The second year of this
popular project was a huge
success. So many people
wanted to take part that
some days had to have
more than one design.
The imaginative glowing
designs brought joy to
everyone who saw them in
the days before Christmas.
Thanks to everyone who
contributed, starting with Binsted
School on December 1, getting
the calendar off to a colourful
start. And special thanks to
Tessa Droy who created the
stunning design for Holy Cross
Church on December 24. Not
just one window, but both sides
of the church porch, depicting
the entire Nativity story! Thank
you to everyone in this beautiful
village for embracing Advent
so wholeheartedly and giving
us all joy and hope in these
challenging times.
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THE CURTIS MUSEUM AND ALLEN
GALLERY, ALTON
(01420 82802)

www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
cerian.gale@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
Sadly our two venues remain closed at the time of writing.
But you can still access local Culture and History on our websites
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery
And on Facebook
www.facebook.com/allengalleryHCT
www.facebook.com/curtismuseum
There are many interesting photos of Old Alton as well information
on items in the Collections, and if you have any queries - or perhaps
recognise a scene – you can post a comment on Facebook or email
our Manager Cerian Gale (email address at the top). Cerian will be
checking the emails every week and she and Local Historian Jane
Hurst will be glad to provide some extra background.
Hope to see you back at the venues in the near future.
Jill Line

THANK YOU
Dear Friends
Thank you for your generous Christmas gifts. My family and I will undoubtedly
enjoy the two bottles of delicious Champagne when we are all next together.
Then when I can next browse in Waterstones I look forward to using my gift
card. This all feels very self indulgent - thank you very much.
Best wishes to all of you.
Christopher

B&B Magazine
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Covid Vaccination Update: A31 Primary
Care Network – January 2021
The roll out of the vaccination programme will take place as quickly as supplies
allow. Please note that so far, Covid vaccines have been very limited in terms of
supplies, despite press and news coverage setting a different level of expectation.
This is the case for both the Pfizer and the Astra Zeneca vaccines.
1. Please be patient and wait to be contacted: Practice staff and NHS staff in a local
contact centre will be handling appointment bookings for patients across North
Hampshire, including patients registered at Bentley Village Surgery, Boundaries,
Chawton Park Surgery and The Wilson Practice.
2. P
 lease avoid calling your surgery for information: Vaccine rollout is being
planned and managed at scale across North Hampshire so that individual GP
practices can continue to provide care in the normal way. Practice telephone lines
need to remain open to patients for these services.
3. P
 lease be reassured - YOU WILL BE CONTACTED when your appointment is due:
• Landline calls will be made to people without mobile phones. If contact cannot be
established by mobile phone or landline, patients will receive a letter.
• Within a priority group, patients will be called for vaccination in age order
in accordance with guidance from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation (JCVI).
4. P
 lease turn up for your appointment: Every vaccine shot is a precious
commodity Although few in number, there have already been missed appointments.
If you are unable to make your appointment, please call the number provided as
soon as possible so that your appointment and vaccine can be reallocated.
5. After your vaccination, please continue to follow all guidance to control the
virus: The large increase in cases hospitals are seeing and the emergence of a
new variant of the virus shows us that we cannot let our guard down. Even those
who have received a vaccine still need to follow social distancing and all other
guidance relating to reducing the spread, for example continuing to wear masks.
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Although this is the biggest vaccination programme the NHS has ever undertaken,
it is important to remember the NHS is used to delivering millions of vaccines a
year. In our local area we are off to an excellent start with the rollout programme at
our Covid vaccination hub at Chineham. For example, patients who were invited to
receive the Pfizer vaccine before Christmas have received their second dose as
originally scheduled.
The vaccine clinics are at a dedicated hub in Chineham: While recognising the
challenges for a number of patients in terms of getting to Chineham, please
understand that having a dedicated hub is the most effective way to deliver a mass
vaccination programme alongside provision of normal practice-based GP services.
The Covid vaccination programme is very different when compared to the annual
local flu clinics that you may be familiar with. The scale, the process, the stringent
requirements and the speed at which this must be delivered, added to the need
to maintain day-to-day GP services and be there when patients need help in what
must be the most challenging winter health crisis we have ever faced, all point to
the need for a shared service to ensure that the vaccine can be distributed with
minimum disruption and in the shortest possible time, subject to supply.
The aim is to give protection to as many people as possible, as quickly as possible.
The planning in our area has been GP-led and much thought has been given to
balancing all the factors involved. Please be reassured vaccinations will be given
locally to care-home residents and to patients who are house-bound.
For all other patients, please find ways to get yourself to Chineham, asking for
support from relatives and support bubbles where necessary. Local Care Group
Services and other volunteer groups may be able to help, depending on availability
of drivers and Covid risk assessments.
Thank you for your patience, understanding and doing all you can
to follow what is being asked of you here.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Author of the month: Rowan Williams. Rowan Williams
is a former Archbishop of Canterbury and a former Master
of Magdalene College, Cambridge. He is an outstanding
theological writer and teacher, and an accomplished poet
and translator.
Book of the month:

“Being Disciples: Essentials of the
Christian Life”, SPCK, 2016, 86 pages.
Very good copies available from
www.bookfinder.com at the time of writing
from £3.95 including postage.
Bentley, Binsted and Froyle are embarking
on an Alpha course. A pioneer of that
course describes Rowan Williams as having
godly wisdom which helps us understand
profound truths.
A disciple is someone who learns and
follows. The book explores more about
what that means, about growing in
relationship, in fruitfulness, in service
and in joy. It is about being aware and
attentive, being with Jesus, and being with
the Father through the Son. It covers faith
and understanding, hope and memory, and
love and want.
It also deals with forgiveness, and examines
what is meant by “the Lord”, “the Spirit”
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and “being transformed”. We are reminded
that we are each of equal value to God
and are all dependent on each other. The
book asks “How can Christians make a
difference?” and concludes with brilliant
thoughts about self-knowledge, stillness,
growth and joy.
Two ideas which this reviewer found
especially helpful are:
•	Becoming holy is being taken over by the
extraordinariness of God.
•	To hear what God is saying we need a
degree of stillness – stillness of body as
well as of mind or heart.
Readers may also be interested in Rowan
Williams’ more recent book:
“Candles in the Dark: Faith, hope and
love in a time of pandemic”, SPCK,
2020, 96 pages. New copies available from
www.bookfinder.com at the time of writing
from £7.69 including postage.

February 2021

Binsted Church Christmas
Sales Success
A huge thank you to those who supported the sale of
Christmas cards depicting scenes of Holy Cross Church,
Binsted and the purchase of the beautifully handmade
Christmas wreaths. A profit of £778.25 has been made,
which is much needed for the Church funds. Let us hope
that the Christmas Fair can take place next year.
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Yews
Yews are one of only three conifers
native to Britain. In Binsted they have
radiated out from the churchyards. They
have been around for a long time. The
world’s oldest known wooden implement
is a yew spear, believed to be around
420,000 years old, found at Clacton,
Essex. Individual trees can live for
thousands of years but they never grow
particularly tall. Get up close and you
can see why. Instead of a single trunk the
base is a bundle of smaller ones, as if the
tree keeps starting again every so often.
There are two genders. The males
grow small cones which shed clouds of
pollen in early spring, and from early
September the females bear small,
cup-shaped berries called arils. (There
is also some evidence, apparently, of
gender reassignment). The arils, like
most parts of the yew, are not for human
consumption, but in November you
will often see the trees seething with
thrushes and crows building up their fat
stores for the coming winter. At the same
time they are helping to distribute the
seeds of the next generation of yews.
The rule-of-thumb that the slowestgrowing trees produce the strongest
wood certainly applies here. The best
bows were made from yew wood,
hence the word yeoman. Such was the
strategic importance of this raw material
that exports were banned at one time.
2m-long yew bows were found in Henry
VIII’s warship Mary Rose, when it was
raised from the sea bed.
38
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There is no longer a call for yew
plantations but they have been planted
in churchyards for as long as such
places have existed. The pragmatic
explanation for this is that it would
encourage the keepers of livestock
to stop their animals grazing in the
cemeteries, given that the stock could
come to harm by eating yew foliage.
However there is no doubt that the tree
also had a deep spiritual importance
even back in pre-Christian times
We have lived with yews for all these
millennia and throughout that time they
have been the inspiration for writers,
including Shakespeare, Wordsworth, and
Lawrence. Having just wandered through
the Holy Cross churchyard to the grave
of Viscount Montgomery of Alamein,
which is overhung by a fine yew, I find
these words to be apt:
OLD Yew, which graspest at the stones
That name the under-lying dead,
Thy fibres net the dreamless head,
Thy roots are wrapt about the bones.
The seasons bring the flower again,
And bring the firstling to the flock;
And in the dusk of thee, the clock
Beats out the little lives of men.
From In memoriam by Alfred, Lord Tennyson
Ben Hamlin
Tree Warden

February 2021

BENTLEY VILLAGE SURGERY

Dr M Way & Dr A Evers
Hole Lane, Bentley, GU10 5LP Tel: 01420 22106
The surgery is open from 8am – 6.30pm Monday – Friday
The Dispensary is open from 8.30am – 2.30pm Monday – Friday

When the surgery is closed please call 111
You can now register for online appointment booking, please ask at Reception for further details.
Repeat Prescriptions can now be ordered via the surgery website: www.bentleysurgery.org.uk

Recruitment Researcher Opportunity
We are looking for an energetic, hard-working and self-motivated
individual to join our small team of finance recruiters.
You will be working with some of the largest global clients
in the financial sector and working across sales, marketing, product,
and IT positions. University degree or previous research background
preferred. We look forward to receiving your CV with a cover letter on
CVs@dynamitesearchgroup.com

Maths Tuition to help young people thrive.

With four decades’ experience of teaching Mathematics and
Remedial Maths, I have helped many children and their parents to
feel confident and successful in lessons, tests and examinations.
Please contact me, Esther, at estherbinsted@googlemail.com
DBS /CRB checked and references available.
B&B Magazine
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HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION

" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for Windows
PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.
CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

BOB’S	
  
PRIVATE	
  HIRE	
  
BENTLEY	
  

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

	
  

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844

enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk
40
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07769	
  906745	
  
	
  

4	
  Seater	
  Estate	
  Car	
  
Long	
  &	
  Short	
  trips	
  welcome	
  
	
  
Bookings	
  only	
  

	
  

February 2021

CATHERINE HADFIELD LGSM
PIANO AND THEORY LESSONS
ADULTS AND CHILDREN

PREPARATION FOR GRADE EXAMS AT ALL LEVELS
BINSTED PLACE, BINSTED, GU34 4PQ
TEL. 01420 23146 / 07774 908 416 E-MAIL MaxHad@AOL.COM
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SAM BALL
TUITION

FRESH PASTEURISED MILK
STRAIGHT FROM OUR FARM

MATHS AND MUSIC TUITION

Sam Ball Tuition teaches
secondary school maths,
drums, guitar, piano and
music theory.

1/3 OFF FIRST
MONTHS
TUITION
So if you have always wanted to
learn a musical instrument or need
some help with maths, please do
send me a email.

samballtuition@gmail.com

M. W. SHAW – FARRINGDON

Antique Clock Repairs
& Restoration
House calls undertaken
All work guaranteed
Tel. Mr. M. W. Shaw
01420 588457
42
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OPENING SOON

February 2021
FLOWER FARM~ FARM KITCHEN~ FARM SHOP ~ PRIVATE EVENTS ~ SUPPER CLUB
FLOWER FARM~ FARM KITCHEN~ FARM SHOP ~ PRIVATE EVENTS ~ SUPPER CLUB

West End Flower Farm, Kitchen and Shop is based in Upper Froyle, just outside Alton.
West End Flower Farm, Kitchen and Shop is based in Upper Froyle, just outside Alton.
We are open from Wednesday – Sunday. The Farm Kitchen serves brunch, lunch and afternoon tea.
We are open from Wednesday – Sunday. The Farm Kitchen serves brunch, lunch and afternoon tea.
The Farm Shop has fresh flowers, gardening items and local artisan products.
The Farm Shop has fresh flowers, gardening items and local artisan products.
Our Farm Kitchen is available for private hire for special events. We also run Supper Clubs every fortnight,
Our Farm Kitchen is available for private hire for special events. We also run Supper Clubs every fortnight,
join us and enjoy a four-course supper including a welcome drink.
join us and enjoy a four-course supper including a welcome drink.
We host monthly workshops, do visit our website to learn more about our future events.
We host monthly workshops, do visit our website to learn more about our future events.
Opening Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 9.15am-4.30pm
Opening Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 9.15am-4.30pm
www.westendflowerfarm.co.uk
www.westendflowerfarm.co.uk
West End Flower Farm, Upper Froyle. Alton, GU34 4JG: Telephone: 01420 767306
West End Flower Farm, Upper Froyle. Alton, GU34 4JG: Telephone: 01420 767306

THE WICKHAM INSTITUTE
(Binsted Village Hall)

Having a party? Need a venue for a one-off meeting or conference? Looking for
somewhere to hold a regular club/ society meeting? Need somewhere to run a
regular class?
Why not consider hiring our lovely hall. It is light and airy, fully carpeted with a
stage and a brand new modern kitchen (with dishwasher!). The hall can seat up to
80 either at tables for sit-down meals or set up for conferences and meetings. For
a stand-up buffet or reception the hall can accommodate up to 120.
Our hire rates are very reasonable, why not contact us.
For bookings or further information, please contact the booking secretary on
01420 22388 or visit our website www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk.
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Tel: 01420 561 777
email: info@easycleanservices.co.uk

Tanker Services

Cesspits - Cesspools -Septic Tanks
Treatment Plants - Pump Stations
Gully and Interceptors
Grease Traps

Servicing

Drainage

Drains and Pipes Unblocked
High Pressure Jetting
CCTV Surveys
Drain Re-lining - No Dig Repairs

Servicing of Sewage Treatment Plants & Pump Wells
British Water accredited engineers
Supplier of Pumps and consumables
Regular maintenance contracts or one-off services

COUNTY

Oil Tank SOLUTIONS

The Oil and Water Tank Specialist
Free Tank Surveys
Domestic & Commercial Tank Replacements
Tank Servicing & Tank Disposals
AGA & Rayburn Servicing
GAUGES supplied and fitted • Hire Tanks
Commercial Jobs Undertaken

24 Hr Emergency Call Out for Failed or Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework

Call us on 07799 643455 for ALL your tank needs
james@countyoiltanksolutions.com • www.countyoiltanksolutions.com
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FREELAND
RESTORATION
LTD
ANTIQUE FURNITURE RESTORATION
AND UPHOLSTERY
All restoration and conservation projects considered
Justin Freeland
2 Lascombe Estate
Highfield Lane
Puttenham GU3 1BB

Telephone 01483 811608
Mobile 07771 953870

Accommodation in Bentley
Accommodation available,
Both self catering and bed and breakfast

SELF CATERING in luxury appointed annexe that can
Sleep from 2-5 people. Five star – rated by Quality in
Tourism/Enjoy England. The Annexe is self contained
With all its own facilities plus access to forty acres of
Hampshire countryside, outside swimming pool and
Tennis court.

BED & BREAKFAST is available in the farmhouse which is five star rated by AA and has its
own private bathroom with separate sitting room and own entrance.
Please contact:
Glenda Powell at Bentley Green Farm on 01420 23246 , mob. 07711 981614
Email: enquiries@bentleygreenfarm.co.uk or Glenda.powell@btopenworld.com

Website: www.bentleygreenfarm.co.uk
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Bentley Memorial Hall
The perfect venue for celebrations, weddings, children's
parties, meetings, specialist classes or exhibitions.
Conveniently located in the centre of the village
with kitchen facilities and ample car parking.
Main hall accommodating up to 100 people and two meeting
rooms accommodating up to 60 people each. Main hall and
one meeting room can be combined for larger events.
For more information and to book the hall, please go to the
website www.bentleymemorialhall.org
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Froyle Baby and Toddler Group
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Diﬀerent themes
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each week;
including colours,
counting, boats, birds and
superheroes!

P.S. There’s also tea and cake!

P.S. There’s also tea and cake!
P.S. There’s also tea and cake!

Free  initial  consultation  
  

We  are  an  experienced  team  delivering  tailor  made  solutions  
for  Accounts,  Taxation  &  Planning,  VAT,  Payroll,  
Bookkeeping,  Company  Secretarial  and  Business  Start-ups  
Red  Lion  House,  Bentley,  Farnham,  GU10  5HY  
  

Contact  us  on  01420  525020  or  info@goodaccountancyservices.co.uk  
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ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US
magazine@benbinfro.org
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BEN MACDONALD
ASSOCIATES
Chartered Architects & Surveyors
• Extensions
• Refurbishment
• One off Houses
• Farm Building Conversions
• Listed Building Alterations
Total design and management service
Hoggatts House, Kingsley
Bordon GU35 9NY
Tel. 01420 488556

email:
benmacdonald_architect@hotmail.com

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US
magazine@benbinfro.org

THORNE & CO
When life throws up unexpected challenges it can sometimes help to
get support from someone outside of family and friends.
I am a qualified local counsellor/therapist (British Association of
Counselling and Psychotherapy (BACP) Registered Member) offering
a safe, confidential space for you to gain insights into the best way
forward.
Issues I work with and have experience of include:
*Generalised anxiety*Self-esteem*Depression*
*Bereavement and Loss*Relationship issues*Social anxiety*
*Domestic abuse* Workplace stress* *Life changes*
¨
¨
¨

Free initial 30 minute consultation
Local, confidential setting
Reduced rates available

Paula Annels

TAXATION
CONSULTANTS
Friendly, efficient service to deal
With your Accounts and
Self-Assessment Returns
Initial Interview Free
Evening appointments available
01420 22998
Email: thornebentley@aol.com
B&B Magazine
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NOW OPEN 7.30AM TO 6PM
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FOR 48 WEEKS PER YEAR

Dottie Tots...where children love to learn.

Now providing care from birth to school age.
We offer
Funded places
Option to attend term time only or full time.
Wraparound care for siblings of children attending the setting.
Dottie's in the Forest - Outdoor learning inspired by Forest School at Pax Hill. We have
our very own bell tent and exclusive use of their beautiful grounds and gardens.
Tiny Tots - our specialist provision from birth to 2 years with a dedicated baby and
toddler team.

enquire today!

"Staff build strong bonds with children and understand their individual
needs well. Babies and toddlers readily turn to staff for help or
reassurance and older children are confident to communicate their
needs. Children develop good levels of self-esteem, confidence and
behave well." Ofsted, April 2019

www.dottietots.co.uk
T: 07387 576 307
E: hello@dottietots.co.uk
50 | B&B Magazine

Bentley Memorial Hall
Alton Road
Bentley, GU10 5NB
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KEEP CALM AND GET FIT
The schedule is
Yoga- Monday at 1pm at Bury Court Barn
Body Firming-Monday at 7pm at Bentley
Memorial Hall, Main hall.
Yoga- Tuesday at 6.30pm at Froyle Village Hall
Yoga-Thursday at 10am at Wickham
Institute, Binsted
Yoga-Thursday at 5.30pm at Froyle Village Hall
Yoga-Saturday at 10am at Wickham
Institute, Binsted
If the Halls are still closed
online yoga classes on Zoom on Thursdays
and Saturdays at 10am as well as Thursdays
6pm and Body Firming on Mondays at 7pm
from November.

You can book on WhatsApp 07783
078601 or gyiliann@gmail.com
and I will confirm your booking.
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Farnham
Tailoring Service

5 Star Express Gold Service at 20% Discount
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ladies & Gents clothing alterations
Restyling & Repairs
One-to-one fittings by an expert
Suits, Wedding & occasion dresses
1hr / Same Day Service
Curtains & Soft Furnishings
Leather & PVC repairs
VIP & Home Visit Service
(out of hours)
• Made to measure (limited options)
01252 444 640 www.elitestitch.co.uk

elitestitch12@gmail.com
No appointment required
12 Upper Church Lane,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7PW
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9am-5pm
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HANDLEY AND SON ltd
Service, Repair and Tyre Centre

Family run business for more than 30 years
Laser tracking system
Free fitting value and balance
We offer discounts to Keyworkers

Call 01420 489541
or 01420 23623
Mark or Paul for a fast and friendly service
Unit 2H Blacknest Industrial Est GU34 4PX
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Care in the comfort of your own home

Berkeley Home Health provides a full range of care services to enable
adults of all ages to continue to live comfortably in their own homes.
For more information, please contact our friendly and experienced team.

Tel: 01252 852100 www.berkeleyhomehealth.com
	
  
	
  
	
  

BEAUTIFUL MARQUEES
FOR EVERY OCCASION
For more information call us or visit our website

Tel. 01420 488477
www.FourSeasonsMarquees.co.uk
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JENKYN PLACE SPARKLING WINES
& VINEYARD TOURS
Using the same grapes as Champagne, Jenkyn Place produces 4 Sparkling wines: Brut Cuvée, Blanc de
Blancs, Blanc de Noir and a Rosé.
Set in a picturesque former hop farm above of Bentley, it is also open for tours.
To place an order or book a vineyard tour contact:
Camilla Jennings - camilla@jenkynplace.com – 01420 481 581 - www.jenkynplace.com

BLOCKED DRAIN?
CALL: 01420 561661

We’ l l ke e p you fl owi n g

SUPPORT

L CAL
BUSINESS

PUMP PROBLEMS?
TANK NEED EMPTYING?

Are you ready for the Septic Tank &
Soakaway regulation changes for 2020?

WWW.ALTONPUMPS.COM
B&B Magazine
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Jane Stockdale

HOME COOKING
for small occasions

Dinners, Luncheons, Buffets,
Drinks Parties, Tea Parties,
Children’s Parties,
After Service Gatherings.
Cooking for the freezer
and individual dishes.

SPECIALISING IN
CAKES AND CANAPES
Please call 01252 723161
or 07775696918
janestockdale01@hotmail.co.uk

C.S.	
  EMBLING	
  

THE	
  CABINET	
  REPAIR	
  
SHOP	
  
Woodlands	
  Farm,	
  Blacknest,	
  
Alton,	
  Hants	
  	
  GU34	
  4QB	
  
Office	
  Tel:	
  01252	
  794260	
  
(Frensham,	
  Surrey)	
  
	
  

Antique	
  Furniture	
  Restoration	
  
Modern	
  Furniture	
  Repairs	
  
French	
  Polishing	
  &	
  Other	
  
Finishes	
  
Insurance	
  Claim	
  Repairs	
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S	
  E	
  ELECTRICAL	
  
	
  

Domestic,	
  Commercial	
  &	
  
Industrial	
  
	
  
Re-‐Wiring,	
  Extra	
  Sockets,	
  
Lighting,	
  
P.A.T.	
  Testing	
  
Fault	
  Finding	
  
	
  
Prompt	
  &	
  Reliable	
  
Free	
  Quotations	
  
Fully	
  Insured	
  
	
  
Tel.	
  01420	
  477542	
  
Mobile:	
  07720	
  851398	
  
24	
  Hours	
  

	
  

Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park
Blacknest Road, Alton
Hants GU34 4PX

	
  

Alpha	
  decor	
  
Tel/Fax: 01420 521152
Alpha	
  
decor	
  
Email:
Guild	
  oinfo@racroftltd.co.uk
f	
  Master	
  Craftsmen	
  
Member	
  
Guild	
  of	
  M
aster	
  Craftsmen	
  
Member	
  

Specialists in green oak
framingJointed and pegged
in the traditional way
Garages, Pool Houses, Pergolas,
Garden Offices, Porches

01252	
  724675	
  
01252	
  724675	
  
davidhorne52@btinternet.com
Complete	
  decorating	
  service	
  

Highest quality buildings,
Made bespoke to order in Froyle

Interior	
  
and	
  exterior	
  
painting	
  
Wallpaper	
  
hanging	
  

Complete	
  
decorating	
  
ervice	
  
Interior	
  
and	
  
exterior	
  psainting	
  

Wallpaper	
  
In	
  business	
  
locally	
  hoanging	
  
ver	
  30	
  years	
  
In	
  business	
  
locally	
  
over	
  3	
   0	
  years	
  
David	
  
Horne

Contact: Graham Menzies
01420 23452 / 07980 348 667
gbelmore@btinternet.com

David	
  Horne	
  
	
  

BENTLEY JOINERY
	
  
	
  

	
  

Quality Purpose Made
Joinery

Sliding Sash Windows, Doors, Staircases,
Custom Made Furniture,
Oak Barns Made to Your Own Design
Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park
Blacknest Road, Alton
Tel/Fax: 01420 22252
Hants GU34 4PX
Email: info@bentleyjoinery.co.uk
B&B Magazine
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Registered House Builder
Landscaping & Mini Excavator Hire

February 2021

Rookery Barns Ltd
Your local supplier of oak framed barn-style buildings
The Complete Service

Design

Planning

Groundworks

Construction
Contact us now for a free
consultation
tel. 01420 488870
www.rookerybarns.com

	
  

WAYNE	
  COLLINGBORN	
  
07875	
  207208	
  

w.collingborn@btinternet.com	
  
	
  

INTERIOR	
  AND	
  EXTERIOR	
  DECORATOR	
  &	
  HANDYMAN	
  SERVICES	
  	
  
PRIVATE	
  &	
  COMMERCIAL	
  
	
  

SERVICES	
  AVAILABLE:	
  
Painting,	
  Tiling,	
  Carpentry,	
  Wallpaper	
  Hanging,	
  Decking,	
  Fencing,	
  
Fascia	
  &	
  Gutter	
  Cleaning,	
  General	
  Repairs,	
  General	
  Maintenance.	
  
	
  

CONTACT	
  ME	
  FOR	
  A	
  FREE	
  ESTIMATE	
  
(References	
  are	
  available	
  upon	
  request)	
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REALE PROPERTY SERVICES
BENTLEY
Building

Carpentry

Extensions, specialist
brick and stone work,
drainage, patios, full
refurbishment

Bespoke joinery and
fitted cupboards
Timber buildings,
door hanging anything
involving wood

Plastering

Screeding, rendering
inc lime work
Checkatrade verified
over 250 reviews

Call 07881 381942

5m insurance

realepropertyservices@gmail.com
	
  

	
  





Andrew	
  Wood	
  
	
  

	
  

Heating	
  and	
  Plumbing	
  Engineer	
  

BOILER	
  CHANGES	
  
BOILER	
  SERVICING	
  
POWER	
  FLUSHING	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

CENTRAL	
  HEATING	
  SYSTEMS	
  
 GAS	
  INSTALLATIONS	
  
 GENERAL	
  PLUMBING	
  

	
  
Gas	
  Safe	
  No.	
  15316	
  
For	
  free	
  estimates	
  or	
  advice	
  telephone:	
  Bentley	
  (01420)	
  22637	
  

MICHAEL NEWSTEAD

Bathroom Installations • Plastering • Tiling • Decorating

25 years experience

Free quotations and advice • Friendly and reliable service

07960 893369

michaelnewstead70@outlook.com

2 Southview cottages Bentley
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R. A. CROFT LTD
Building & Joinery

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken
Listed, Refurbishments, Extensions
Buildings & General Maintenance
New Houses
Registered House Builder
Landscaping & Mini Excavator Hire
Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park
Blacknest Road, Alton
Hants GU34 4PX

Tel/Fax: 01420 521152
Email: info@racroftltd.co.uk

Simons Decorating Services

All aspects of Interior & exterior painting/decorating
Low cost joinery repairs with RepairCare system
Over 30 yrs experience & fully insured

07747002595

simonsdecor@live.co.uk

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE

BENTLEY JOINERY
Quality
Purpose
CONTACT
USMade
magazine@benbinfro.org
Joinery
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www.hammertondesign.co.uk

Print and Digital
Design Services
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Set in the beautiful Hampshire countryside, Bury Court would be your first
choice to hold an intimate and exquisite celebration for special occasions.
Contact Helen on team@bury-court.com or 0203 475 0550 for further
information.

Bury Court Barn and Oast House, Hole Lane, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5LZ

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US
magazine@benbinfro.org
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BENTLEY
Website: www.bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
The Memorial Hall
(Bentley Community Association):
Chairman: Steve Fice Tel. 01420 22197
Email: steve.fice@btinternet.com
www.bentleymemorialhall.org
Badminton Club: Martin Fox 07710 035913
martin.fox62@yahoo.co.uk
Garden Club Chairman
Andrew Croom-Johnson Tel: 01420 23157
Treasurer Patricia Cardy Tel: 01420 22325
District Council
Ken Carter, Brookfield, Station Road, Bentley
GU10 5LA. 01420 22576 Email
kenc@comark-associates.co.uk
Parish Council
Chairman: Mr John Goodyear 01420 22133
johngoodyear@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Vice Chairman: Patric Curwen 01420 520060
Clerk: Emma Wadey
Email: clerk@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Bentley Memorial Hall, Hole Lane,
Farnham GU10 5LP
Parish Office Hours
Monday to Thursday 9am to 3pm
Bentley School
Headteacher: Katy Pinchess 01420 525010
Email: bentleyschoolptfa@gmail.com
Childcare
Dottie Tots: Karen 07387 576 307
Fête Committee
Chairman: Hugh Chissell, Greystones, Bentley
01420 23117
Flower Show
Chairman: Vanessa Remington 01420 525322
Phoenix Group: Cathy Smith 01420 520169

Bentley Rec Ground
Chair: Stephen Whowell
Stephenwhowell@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Joint Parish Organisations
Care Group (car service)
Bookings 01420 23440
Secretary: Cathy Smith 01420 520169
Girl Guides (at Holybourne)
Lucy Yendell 01420 80560

BINSTED
Website: binstedparishcouncil.com
The Wickham Institute
Chairman: Catherine Hadfield 01420 23146
Bookings: Ann Mann 01420 22388
email: annmann074@btinternet.com
www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk
Treasurer: Andrew Croom Johnson - 23157
County Councillor Mark Kemp Gee - 01420
563550, email - marknkempgee@aol.com
District Council
Ken Carter, Brookfield, Station Road,
Bentley GU10 5LA. 01420 22576
Email ken.carter@easthants.gov.uk,
David Ashcroft, 07966 511 868.
Email DavidAshcroft@easthants.gov.uk,
Parish Council
Interim Chair: Alison Melvin Email A.Melvin@
binstedparishcouncil.org.uk, 07851 677 057
Vice Chair: Vacant
Clerk: Sue Hodder 07483 310631
Email clerk@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Deputy Parish Clerk: Karen Ray 07805 800 373
Email depclerk@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Website: binstedparishcouncil.com
Facebook: @BinstedParish
Binsted School
Headteacher: Sharron Morton 01420 23200
Fête and Flower Show
Matt Arrowsmith
thebinstedfete@gmail.com
Tennis and Croquet Club Chairman:
Nial Dunne 01420 22922
tennis@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
http://e-voice.org.uk/btcc/
Growmore Club Secretary:
Reita Fisher 01483 570996
Bentley and Binsted Police
Police Rural Beat Officer: Jess Hornsby
Alton Police 101
Binsted Cricket Club
Chairman: John Dineen 01420 617814
or mob: 07747878392
Binsted Football Club
Secretary: Tim Winkworth
binstedfootball@gmail.com
Friends of Binsted School (FOBS)
@FOBSBinsted 01420 23200 or
fobs.binsted@gmail.com
Chairman: Alice Cowie
2nd Bentley Scout Group
General Enquiries:
admin@2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk 07974377736
www.2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk

FIND US
ONLINE
Since making the decision to close our churches for
now, you can find our online services on our
YouTube Channel on Sundays at 11am.
Our services are also available to listen to via a
phone line for those who have little or no internet
connection. Just call 01420 552652.
We are still posting short Thought for the Day videos
on YouTube at 6:30am Monday to Friday. It's been
great to see how popular they continue to be!
The church website is continually updated with any
news and updated guidance, along with the links to
all our online content, so do have a look or contact
the church office if you have any questions.
Subscribe to our Youtube channel: BenBinFro Churches

Like and follow us on Facebook: BenBinFro Churches
Follow us on Instagram: @benbinfro_churches
www.benbinfro.co.uk
admin@benbinfro.org / 01420 23339

