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Vicar’s Letter
Dear All

Writing this letter on the first day of 
the nation’s second lockdown feels 
more challenging than normal, though 
obviously not as challenging as hospital 
staff and carers preparing for a possible 
surge in cases, retailers mourning the loss 
of pre-Christmas trade and many people 
facing job cuts this winter. 

Everyone, everywhere is looking for hope 
and strength to sustain us all during this 
immediate period of restrictions and 
possibly through many weeks ahead. And 
then, while we were thinking what to 
write, this very simple but absolutely 
appropriate prayer was posted on the 
Binsted Facebook page, accompanied by a 
request to share with everyone:

"Lord, we need You! Please sweep through 
this nation and heal this land. Restore our 
strength, renew our minds, and cast out 
anything that's not of You. In Jesus Christ’s 
name we pray, Amen."

And we then felt that strengthened by 
these words we can face up to lockdown 
and what may follow and that instead of 
the usual frantic period of mad shopping 
that precedes Christmas, we must think 
of these enforced restrictions as a gift.  We 
can still shop for food, we can write cards, 
we can bake at home and we can order 
presents online, but we will also have 
an opportunity to think about the real 
Christmas. As John Betjeman wrote in his 
poem Christmas:

And is it true?  For if it is,
No loving fingers tying strings
Around those tissued fripperies,…
Can with this single Truth compare -
That God was man in Palestine
And lives today in Bread and Wine.

Friends around the country have told 
us that November 4, the day before the 
restrictions began, felt like Christmas 
Eve, with shops open till late, pubs and 
restaurants selling cut-price drinks and all 
retailers offering discounts. Someone said 
it was like ‘the Last-Chance Saloon’ and 
when lockdown lifts in December there 
will probably be another mad rush to 
complete all the shopping and gift-buying. 
But in the meantime, let us embrace 
this quiet gift and remember that Christ 
wasn’t born in a shopping mall loud with 
Christmas hits from the last thirty years, 
but in a cold stable under a starry sky into 
the loving arms of his young, frightened 
mother. We cannot match the gifts that 
were brought to him, although our local 
farmers might offer lambs, but we can 
give kindness, thoughtfulness and help to 
our neighbours and friends so we all have 
a special, meaningful Christmas.

Yann and the team
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YOUTH UPDATE
Poor mental health is a growing 
problem with all generations, young 
and old. In a time like this, loneliness, 
depression and anxiety, among other 
mental health problems, are more 
prevalent and there is less and less 
support for those who need it. About 
20% of young people with mental 
health problems wait more than 6 
months to receive specialist care.  
And 1 in 4 people (including adults) 
have mental health problems of some 
kind each year in England.  The story 
is hard to comprehend, but these 
two shocking statistics show how 
important it is to raise awareness of 
mental health problems, in both young 
people and adults, and how we are 
able to support those around us.

In our Sunday night youth group, 
I felt it was really important to 
raise these statistics to show the 
importance of looking after ourselves 
and others around us. Nearly all of 
us in that group knew at least one 
person who struggles with their 
mental health. A recent report from 
a charity called Young Minds shows 
that by the summer of 2020, 80% of 
those they spoke to said their mental 
health was much worse as a result 
of the pandemic.  Another shocking 
statistic proving that young people 
really are having a tough time, and I 
can only expect this story to reflect 
similarly in adults.

So instead of burying our heads in 
the sand, I felt it was important to 
tackle this topic head on with our 
youth group. This term, we will be 
looking at the story of Elijah in the 
Bible and how when he was hiding 
from Ahab and Jezebel with his life 
being threatened, God provided for 
him. God provided him with physical 
strength by bringing him food and 
water, He provided Elijah with time 
to rest and regain his energy, and 
God also provided spiritual strength. 
Through looking at Elijah, we will 
be learning wellbeing tips, the 
importance of eating the right things, 
resting properly, spending time with 
God to renew us spiritually and how 
we can support those around us.

But what else can we do? Be a 
listening ear, make time for someone 
who you know is struggling, send 
someone a gift in the post, fundraise 
for mental health charities like Mind 
with their Crafternoon campaign, 
pray for them and look after yourself. 
This Christmas is going to be tough 
for some of us so let’s be good 
neighbours as God commands us 
to be.

For practical mental health advice, 
support and information, please visit 
www.mind.org.uk/information-support. 

Gemma Ball
Pastoral Assistant (Youth)  
and Administrator
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An update from our Anna Chaplain
The last 8 months have been tough 
for many people; but especially for 
those living and working in nursing 
homes, and for older people who 
live alone at home.  Please continue 
to pray for everyone at Pax Hill Care 
Home, Bentley Lodge Care and 
Nursing Home, and for older people 
within our community.

It’s great news that our Anna 
Chaplaincy team has grown this 
year, and now includes 6 wonderful 
volunteer Anna Friends.  Sadly, due 
to Covid-19, we haven’t been able to 
commission our new Anna Friends at a 
service yet, but this hasn’t stopped our 
team from offering love and support to 
older people within our community.

If you know of any older people within 
our community who would appreciate a 
regular phone call (or any other support), 
please please get in touch via my email 
address or phone number below.

As we live through our second 
national lockdown and the uncertainty 
of the winter months ahead, it’s 
good to remember that Jesus, who 
is Emmanuel (God with us) was born 
into the discomfort of a chaotic and 
mucky stable.  He entered the world 
into uncertainty, and yet He brought 
us God’s gift of peace.  And today 
Jesus lives with us, through our 
challenges and uncertainties.

I pray that we’re able to allow God’s 
love and peace to gently guide us 
through these difficult and uncertain 
times.

Wishing you love, peace and comfort 
this Christmas

Rev. Nicky Smallwood 
(Anna Chaplain)
annachaplain@benbinfro.co.uk
07765 058593

BINSTED VILLAGE  
ADVENT CALENDAR

Advent windows are back again this year! 

Starting December 1 at Binsted School and ending  
at Holy Cross Church Binsted on December 24.

Keep watching out for a new design every day.

HOLY CROSS CHURCH

MAKING SURE CHRISTMAS HAPPENS IN BINSTED
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Church Registers

FROYLE
26th October 2020 Funeral and Burial of Sonia McNabb

BINSTED CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARDS
The Christmas cards depicting Binsted 
Church have proved very popular but there 
are still some available for those last minute 
cards, and at the time of writing there are 
still some packs left of each design.   All the 
cards show pictures of Binsted Church and 
are £5 for a pack of 5 cards, all proceeds 
going to general church funds which support 
the day-to-day running and maintenance of 
the church. The wording inside each card 
reads ‘With blessings for Christmas and the 
New Year’. 

Also for sale are the note cards produced 
earlier this year using photographs and line 
drawings from Binsted residents.  They are 
ideal for those post Christmas ‘Thank You’ 
letters giving them some unique local colour. 

If you would like to have a look at either  
the Christmas cards or the note cards,  
then please contact me on  
binstedwarden@benbinfro.co.uk (or PM 
me on Facebook) to arrange a socially 
distanced viewing – and maybe even buy 
some!  

Stella Croom-Johnson
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School News - Binsted CE Primary
At Binsted we believe in the Christian values of Faith, Hope & Love.

Oak Class 2020-2021
Oak Class are the Reception and 
Year 1 children at Binsted school. 
We have  
13 children in the class (5 Year 
1 and 8 Year R). We have had a 
wonderful start to the Autumn term. 
So far the children have learnt 
about senses and where we live, 
and the topic for the rest of the term 
is Toys. The children have settled 
in brilliantly, especially the children 
who have just started school as 
things are a bit different due to 
Covid. Oak Class is lucky enough 
to have a large indoor class room 
and an outdoor class room and 
we use the playground and field 
with the rest of the KS1 ‘bubble’ at 

play time and lunch time. Mrs Norwood, Mrs Bowden and Mrs Krempel are keeping things 
as normal as possible for the children. We have already performed in a Harvest Service at 
Binsted Church, which was led by Yann and we have just started rehearsing for the Nativity. 
Although it will be a bit different this year as parents can’t watch, we will be filming it and 
the children can enjoy watching themselves at home with their parents. Binsted school is a 
wonderful caring school full of brilliant pupils who we love teaching! You can find out more 
about the school by visiting our website: www.binsted.hants.sch.uk 

NB: You are now able to apply for a primary school place at Binsted School if your child is 
born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017. Visit https://www.hants.gov.uk/
educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/yearR for more information.

Are you having a clear-out of old clothes? 
Are you trying to make some space in your 
wardrobe for winter coats and shoes? If 
you do have anything that you would like 
to recycle, please take them to the Clothes 
bank at Binsted School. You can see the 
green bin just next to the school gates. All 
the clothes and shoes donated here help 
raise a few extra pounds for the school. 

Once you've done that, and are looking 
to replace items, or maybe stock up for 
Christmas, or even book a holiday for next 
year, why not use the easyfundraising 
app / website link to help raise money for 
Binsted School with almost every online 
purchase. Just register using https://www.
easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobceprim/ 
?invite=A9PYGR&referral-campaign=s2s
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Bentley CE Primary

“We all need some extra help sometimes” 
is something I often say to parents 
coming for showrounds as I talk about 
the support systems we have in place 
for children for many reasons. This year 
our systems have stretched to support 
many more children with our ‘Recovery 
Curriculum’ after the six-month lockdown. 
We have noted our youngest children are 
less independent and are a little more 
emotional than we would usually expect. 
It is not surprising that resilience and 
attachment have become more apparent 
areas of need since the lockdown, when 
families were together for such a long 
stretch of time. Academic needs have 
cropped up for some children and it has 
taken readjustment for everyone to get 
back into good school habits, as well as 
to adjust back to sharing and taking turns 
within a larger class situation.

I thought you might be interested to know 
a little more about some of our excellent 
programmes used to help children in school 
and the super staff who deliver them.

ELSA
We are very fortunate in Hampshire to have 
ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) 
who are trained adults who help children 
deal with all sorts of issues. Children have 
time to talk with a kind member of the staff 
team. They can work on anger management, 
friendship issues, bereavement work or just 
have some time to talk through feelings. This 
service is highly regarded by many other 
services we work with, from CAMHs (Child 

and Adolescent Mental Health) to doctors, 
Educational Psychologists to Social Services. 
In an ideal world, I think we would all benefit 
from an ELSA session!

Academic Support
At Bentley we know being in class with your 
own teacher is the key factor to progressing, 
but sometimes children need some extra 
help to practise or catch up with a specific 
area of learning. Some children struggle 
to retain information or others may have 
specific learning needs. We have several 
programmes designed to support children 
with rapid catch-up learning, predominantly 
in mathematics and reading. Children are 
identified for support by teacher assessment 
and whole school screening. They will take 
part in catch-up programmes, usually in a 
small group but sometimes on a one to one, 
with our brilliant team of Learning Support 
Assistants, who are led by our SEND Leader.

Update from the Headteacher
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Bentley CE Primary

This year the vast majority of children in 
Years 3-6 were out of school from March 
until September. For all year groups we 
have noted some gaps and teachers have 
planned this year’s lessons with rapid review 
of the skills and curriculum that were missed 
during lockdown. Pupils at Bentley were 
really lucky to have had a lot of great support 
in lockdown from their teachers online and 
from parents and grandparents at home. We 
have noticed less gaps than we have heard 
reported nationally. Where individual pupils 
have gaps teachers are giving them ‘Keep 
up, Catch up’ type support as well as specific 
programmes to support their learning.

Resilience and emotional well-being
These are areas which we prioritise for all 
of our pupils through our Personal, Social 
and Emotional development curriculum 
(PSHE). We use two great programmes called 
‘1Decision’ and ‘Heartsmart’ to help the 
children learn. All children take part in PSHE 
lessons and, if there are particular issues, 
teachers have a lot of expertise in supporting 
children as a class and as individuals.

Sometimes children may need some extra 
support for a particular issue. New babies, 
moving house, or changes in our family 
situation affect us all as adults, and children 
are the same. The class team of adults are 
often the first port of call for children and 
sometimes a chat at playtime or a regular 
catch up make all the difference. We also use 
programmes led by our ELSA. 

This year we have been fortunate to come 
across a brilliant centre called Huckleberries, 
which has been set up to support children 
develop tools for self-esteem. It is in a 
beautiful rural setting and is described by the 
children as ‘A place to be me’. Yoga, breathing 
techniques and mindfulness are taught by 
experienced practitioners and several Bentley 
pupils have been lucky enough to attend this 
term. They are making some great progress in 
their personal development and getting a lot 
out their visits to the centre.

With these support systems in place, we work 
hard to make sure children thrive at Bentley, 
both academically and in their personal, social 
development. Please do get in touch if you 
would like to know more about our teaching 
at Bentley CE Primary School.

From the school we wish you a very happy 
Christmas and a healthy New Year ahead!

Katy Pinchess, Headteacher
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OCTOBER WEATHER STATISTICS

Temperature

Daytime maximum 17.4ºC (8th) to 10.5ºC (4th)
19 days below 15ºC

Nightime minimum -0.2ºC (26th) to 13.4ºC (30th)
4 nights above 10ºC, 1 night below 0ºC

Rainfall

Total for month 5.42 inches (137.6 mm) over 27 days

Wettest days 1.22 inches (31.0 mm) (3rd) 
More than for the whole of September (1.00 inch/25.4 mm) 

Wind

Dominant wind direction South West

Maximum gust 22 mph (24th)

Parish Weatherman

At the time of writing (5th November 2020) as we enter our second lock-down 
due to Covid-19, it is impossible to know when restrictions are likely to be 
removed enough for us to restart our monthly get togethers. Hopefully we will be 
able to meet again early in 2021. As soon as this is possible, and speakers are 
booked, we will let you know.

We know that you have paid your subscription for 2020 and have only been able 
to attend two lectures. We have therefore decided that you will all have a free 
year's membership for 2021. 

We hope you all have a happy Christmas.

Stay safe.

From all the Committee

BENTLEY GARDEN CLUB
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Wickham Institute, Binsted - Registered Charity No. 1090864

The Wickham Institute 100+ Club
As promised, listed below are the lucky winners of the November 2020 draws:

THE WICKHAM INSTITUTE 
(VILLAGE HALL), BINSTED

www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk

Details of the December 2020 & January 2021 draw will 
appear in the February 2021 magazine

Each number only costs £12 (£1 per month) and you have 
three chances to win each month!

50% of the monthly purchase price of each number goes in 
prizes and 50% to the running costs of The Wickham Institute. 

The more people that participate in the 100+ club, the more 
money that is paid out in monthly prizes. 

If you would like to participate an application form can be 
obtained from Andrew Croom-Johnson on 01420 23157 or 

email a request to Andrew at  
treasurer@wickhaminstitute.co.uk

November 2020

1st prize Keith Mentzel

2nd prize Anne Shelley

3rd prize Hilary Spicer
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WAYMARKS…

Here are some more locations for you to try and identify

Photos 1 and 3 are in the eastern part of Binsted parish and photo 2 is in the west.

A few people have told me that they 
like this photo feature and enjoy 

trying to identify the paths, so I`ll 
bring it back again in the spring!

Photo 1 Looking north. The right of way goes 
through the gate and soon runs downhill

Photo 2 Looking south. The right of way runs along 
the top of the hanger

Photo 3 Looking southwest; this is a junction  
of two rights of way

Spot the Binsted footpath
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Alton Walking Week
Alton Town Council took the bold step in 
October of offering an autumn Walking Week 
(from Oct 12th to Oct 18th) and I had the 
pleasure of leading five of the nine walks, 
ranging in length from 3 to 17 miles. One was 
a 6 mile walk from Binsted Recreation Ground 
via Bentley station to Green Bridge, returning 
via White Bridge and the Arboretum. A group 
of 15 walkers enjoyed fine sunny weather 
and lovely views. As so often happens when 
people are new to the area, there were plenty 
of appreciative comments about the landscapes 
and points of interest.

Some of you might wonder how this could have 
happened at a time when the Rule of Six was in 
force….but recognised/accredited organisations 
wishing to offer guided walks have been able 
to take groups of up to 30, provided that risk 
assessments are carried out and that there is 
appropriate distancing between walkers. Walkers 
taking part in the Walking Week events carried 
sanitiser for use after they had touched stiles or 
kissing gates and everyone seemed to revel in 
the simple pleasure (which we had got so used 
to just taking for granted) of walking in the 
countryside with a group of like-minded people.

Needless to say, the Rule of Six still very much 
applies in the case of individuals wanting to 
walk with friends, so, if you plan to take a walk 
with friends or neighbours, please remember not 
to involve too many!

Looking ahead, Alton Town Council is 
planning to offer its full month long Walking 
Festival in May 2021, so let`s hope that that 
will be possible!

Some books about walks and walking
It is that time of year again when we might be 
looking for ideas for presents for friends and 
family (or even for ourselves!) Here are just a few 
suggestions of books featuring walking...if you 
like them, I`ve got plenty more!

Simon Armitage is, of course, best known for 
his poetry, but he has also written a couple of 
engaging books about walking:

Walking Home: Travels with a Troubadour  
on the Pennine Way 

Walking Away:  Further Travels with  
a Troubadour on the South West Coast Path

Robert McFarlane has written several wonderful 
books about landscape. I particularly love:

The Old Ways: A Journey on Foot
For something completely different, a harrowing 
and incredible true story from World War 2:

Slavomir Rawicz

The Long Walk: the True Story of  
a Trek to Freedom
Finally, here`s a book which I originally picked 
up in Dublin; it`s written by the Professor 
of Experimental Brain Research at Trinity 
College, but don`t be put off; it`s accessible 
and fascinating!

Shane O`Mara

In Praise of Walking: the new science of  
how we walk and why it`s good for us

The benefits of walking
Dr Hugh Bethell is a greatly respected former 
Alton General Practitioner who, in 1976, set 
up the first community exercise-based cardiac 
rehabilitation unit in the country, at Alton 
Sports Centre. Hugh is still involved with 
cardiac rehab in Alton and he offers a website on 
exercise and fitness at

https://exercisefitnessandhealth.info/

Hugh`s website is well worth a look!
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Hugh Bethell`s comments on exercise are worth 
recording:

‘Being physically active is the most effective way 
of ensuring a long, healthy and disease- free 
life. At the same time it gives a great sense of 
wellbeing. It is far more effective than anything 
that the pharmaceutical industry can throw at 
you, far better than anything your doctor can 
prescribe’.

Hugh is a strong advocate of walking as 
a means of maintaining and developing 
personal fitness, although he does warn that 
it`s no use (as he puts it) ‘pootling about’; 
if you want to do yourself some good, walk 
briskly and don`t stroll!

Walk of the month
I did suggest that I`d be offering another local 
walk in this issue, but have decided instead to 
continue the series at the start of 2021. Instead, 
I am suggesting two places not too far from the 
parish where you can enjoy a lovely winter walk.

Shortheath Common 

Just south of Kingsley and on the outskirts of 
Oakhanger, this is a very special and attractive 
piece of heathland, where, because of the sandy 
soil, you can usually enjoy a walk without 
encountering much mud.

Binswood

A wonderful piece of unspoiled medieval 
woodland, safeguarded by the Woodland Trust. 
However, mud is usually a feature of Binswood 
in the winter!

You can download information and details of 
a lovely walk taking in both Shortheath and 
Binswood at:   

friendsofthesouthdowns.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2015/02/OA-Map-8-Shortheath-2014.
pdf

Binsted and Bentley
During 2021 it is hoped that there will be 
occasional contributions to this piece in the 
magazine from Patric Curwen, who keeps an 
eye on rights of way in Bentley parish. That will 
be a welcome addition from my point of view 
and we may also be able to feature some walks 
in Bentley, a parish with some very beautiful 
countryside.

Good wishes for 2021!
I`d just like to pass on my best wishes to all 

readers for a peaceful festive season and a good 
New Year; let`s all hope that 2021 will see us 
all turning the corner towards some kind of 

normality after the dire events of 2020  

Ian 07766 174275

Where are the footpaths?
Photo 1 shows footpath 55 entering  
the top of Bentley Station Meadow

Photo 2 shows footpath 9 heading towards Wyck

Photo 3 shows the crossing of footpaths 55  
(on the left and right) and 43 on the west side  
of Lodge Inclosure near Bentley Hall
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I am writing this on Bonfire Night, normally a day of great excitement 
in our community as fireworks light up our skies.  This year we have 
entered our second lockdown and Scouts, like all other activities, has 
been put back to our Red category meaning no Face to Face Scouting. 
We should have been parading in Bentley on Sunday for Remembrance 
but this year Stuart, our Group Scout Leader, will have represented the 
group and laid our wreath at the Memorial Hall. The Scouts will have 
made their own acts of Remembrance with their families at home.

Thankfully, we have made the most of 
the term since September and all our 
sections have been out and about with 
only a few sessions of activities being run 
in the Pavilion due to some torrential 
rain! Activities have ranged from athletics 
nights, cooking, hiking, and orienteering 
in Alice Holt and Urban treasure hunts 
in Holybourne and Alton. We have been 
pleased that most of our Scouts have 
returned to us and continue to get stuck 
into the activities and challenges set.

So, Scouting will return to Zoom whilst we 
remain in the Red category.  The leaders 
have some experience of the Zoom sessions 
before the summer and will be busy 
searching new fun ideas to present to all our 
young people. Cubs have been given packs 
to make some Christmas crafts too! There 
may even be a Christmas virtual sleepover! If 
any of you readers have a particular interest 
that you think you could talk about or share 
with the Scouts (any age group) over the 
next few months please let us know and we 
can fit you into the program!

Nationally the Scout Association is facing 
terrific financial pressures and has 
launched a fundraising program called 
‘Race Around the World’. Members are 
being challenged to ‘walk’ distances and get 
sponsored to do this.  The funds raised will 
all go to keep Scouting going in some of our 
poorest communities across the UK. Please 
support your local scouts and contribute 
towards this if you can.

Looking forward to Christmas, we hope 
that we may have a healthy and happy time 
with our families, whatever challenges we 
face. We hope that Scouting helps to make 
our young people more resilient to these 
unusual times. We wish you a very Happy 
Christmas and hope we all can look forward 
to a more settled 2020.

Melissa Salisbury
Melissa@2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk

2nd Bentley 
Scouts   
Autumn Term
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The Hat Trick
Taken from the February 1983 magazine, this wouldn’t happen in our 
Benefice would it?

“Just as the organ began to play at the 
crowded morning Communion Service, 
a man wearing a brown hat was ushered 
into a front pew. Since he continued to 
wear the hat, one of the sidesmen came 
back and suggested kindly that he take it 
off. ‘No’ he said, ‘I prefer to keep it on’.

There was some consternation at the 
back of the church and a senior sidesman 
asked the man to take his hat off during 
the service but he, too, was rebuffed. 
Even greater consternation reigned at 
the back of the church and the Rector’s 
Warden was enlisted to make an appeal, 
which he did, only to have the man under 
the hat reply ‘I have every right to keep 
my hat on and I intend to do so’. The 
Warden retreated but then had a bright 
idea, and asked the President of the 
Women’s Guild to endeavour to have the 
hat removed, thinking that a woman might 
have success where the men had failed, 
Alas, she, too, failed.

The service went ahead, and through  
it all even at the communion rail, the 
hat still sat glued to the head of the 
unknown man. The celebrants, the Priest 
and Curate, were much dismayed at 

this breach of decorum. Throughout the 
service the Curate could not help but 
have his attention riveted on the brown 
hat and his sermon suffered accordingly.

After the recessional hymn, while the 
people were being greeted as they left 
the preacher begged the hatted man 
to stay behind for a few minutes. When 
all hands had been shaken the minister 
approached the man in the hat, and in  
a kindly way said ‘It is nice to see you,  
Sir. It has been a great pleasure to have 
you worship with us this morning. I hope 
that you will worship with us every Sunday 
– indeed, you will be welcome to join our 
congregation and worship here regularly. 
However it is the custom in the Anglican 
Church for men to remove their hats  
and to keep them off during the service.  
I hope you might conform to this practice 
in the future.’

The man under the hat replied ‘Thank 
you very much, I enjoyed today’s service. 
It is good of you to invite me to join 
the congregation: in fact, I joined here 
three years ago and have been coming 
regularly ever since, but today is the first 
time that anyone paid any attention to me.”
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THE BINBENFRO 
SEWING BEE SCHEME 
Many of us would like to do our bit towards 
reducing waste by making do and mending rather 
than throwing away and buying new! Some of us 
unfortunately don’t have the skills, the time or 
importantly a sewing machine to enable us to carry 
out even the most basic repairs and alterations.

Our scheme aims to give anyone who would like to 
supplement their income by undertaking a sewing task  
for someone else, a shop front to offer their services. 

Anyone willing to carry out sewing work* within Bentley, 
Binsted and Froyle should email benbinfrosewingbee@
gmail.com summarising the type of work they would be 
willing to carry out and their contact details (name, phone 
number and email address).

We will advertise your details in the Parish Magazine under 
‘The BINBENFRO Sewing Bee Scheme’ free of charge for 
one year starting 1st January 2021 and review how the 
scheme is working during the course of the year.

*The following is a list of possible sewing tasks, we realise 
there are probably many more: Repairing, altering or 
remodelling: Trousers, Jeans, Skirts, Tea Shirts, Curtains, 
Duvet Covers/Sheets, Cushion Covers etc.

So, if you would like to be part of the scheme please email 
your details now to: benbinfrosewingbee@gmail.com

Image: https://pixabay.com/photos/sewing-machine-couture-thimble-1369658/

You can listen to 
the online Sunday 
Service via our new 
telephone service.  
It’s an 01420 number 
so it will cost you 
the same as a local 
call and the services 
typically last for 
about 30-35 minutes.  
Just dial 01420 
552652.

The service will 
be available by 
11am on a Sunday 
morning which will 
enable anyone on 
the telephone to be 
joining together with 
others watching the 
service on YouTube.

Bentley, 
Binsted 
and Froyle 
- Dial a 
Service
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It is with great sadness that I, Nichola, have to announce that my beloved Mother, 
Charmaine Bessemer, died peacefully on the 6th of November.

The Poppy 
Collection  
in Bentley
The collection this year was 
£701, not bad considering we 
only had two collection boxes 
deployed, one at the Shop and 
one at the School, who won by 
a whisker with £351 compared 
to £350 from the Shop! Well 
done all and many thanks to 
both Shop and School. Corona 
Virus prevented the usual house  
to house visits.

Hew and Jean Pike.

Christmas Day Services – IMPORTANT Notice
Due to the pandemic there is a limit on the number of people we can 

accommodate in each of our churches and the exact number is dependent  
on how many and how big each of the family bubbles are that are attending. 

So, we will have to have limit attendance on Christmas Day to only those  
with tickets. Tickets can be obtained via the church office from Monday  

14th December. We will need to know not only your name and contact details 
but also the names of everyone attending with you for NHS Track and Trace, 

and which Christmas Day service you are wanting to attend.
Church Office – admin@benbinfro.org / 01420 23339

Thank you for your understanding and Merry Christmas!

https://pixabay.com/photos/a-couple-of-poppy-flowers-poppy-4986803/
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THE CURTIS MUSEUM AND ALLEN 
GALLERY, ALTON

(01420 82802) 
www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Curtis Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10am – 4pm
Allen Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10.30 – 3.30pm

CURTIS MUSEUM
The Museum is open from 10 - 4  

Thurs Fri Sat and now SUNDAY too. 
Please see our website to book your visit  

www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum 

CHRISTMAS GOODIES
The Museum has a range of Stocking Filler toys 

on sale, and Local Charity cards for Treloars and 
the Cardiac Re-Hab Unit.

In the Gallery you can find Christmas Cards and 
some charming decorations, as well as ceramic 

and wooden items for a special present.

ALLEN GALLERY
Please see our website to book your visit www.

hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery

POTS AND PILGRIMS EXHIBITION
2020 marks the 400th anniversary of the 

journey of the Mayflower and the settlement of 
Plymouth Colony in 1620. This journey, along 
with the founding of the earlier English colony 

of Jamestown, is considered one of the most 
significant, if controversial, events in the story 

of modern America. 

Archaeological excavations have taken place on 
these sites for over a 100 years revealing objects 

typical of those you would expect to find in a 17th 
century English village. The bulk of the material 
found is pottery, and a lot of that pottery, called 

Border Ware, came from the kilns  
of the Hampshire/Surrey border.

This exhibition uses material from collections in 
the care of Hampshire Cultural Trust to tell the 

story of how the early colonists carried a cultural 
life support system with them on their journey. 

Objects that reveal as much about their ties to the 
old world as their struggles in adapting to the new.

In the Main Exhibition Area till  
December 19th. FREE

Please wear a face-covering when visiting our 
venues and use the hand sanitiser we have 

installed. Thank you.

Plymouth Massachusetts - male interpreter 
(role-player) at table  - with pot
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Report for the Bentley Community 
Association for year ending March 2020

This is an update from the Bentley Community Association,  
the charity which runs the Bentley Memorial Hall for the benefit 
of the inhabitants of Bentley and the neighbourhood.
Due to the pandemic, we have not been 
able to hold the Annual General Meeting 
in the usual way.  At the meeting we 
present a report on the past financial 
year, which runs from 1st April to 31st 
March, and summarise the finances for 
the charity.  This article is in place of 
the meeting to provide a brief summary 
of the last year and the situation going 
forward.  The full accounts are available 
under the News tab on the hall website 
at https://www.bentleymemorialhall.org 
and any comments or questions can 
be raised by emailing the committee at 
bentleymemorialhall@gmail.com.

In our last financial year to the end 
of March, the hall continued to be 
heavily used resulting in income of 
over £31,000.  Dottie Tots nursery 
school continues to flourish with 
over 30 children from the village and 
surrounding area in their care.  They 
also extended their usage of the hall to 
each weekday during the course of the 
financial year.  

On a Friday, the Bentley Toddler and 
Baby Group in the morning and Lucy’s 
Dance Classes provided activities for 
children but the Friday Art Group, which 
had used the hall on a Friday morning 

for many years, sadly disbanded in the 
summer of 2019.

The Pilates classes on a Thursday 
morning were as popular as ever.  
Evening activities included table tennis, 
FLexercise, badminton, yoga and aikido.

In addition to the popular film nights, we 
continued to host various private parties 
at the weekends and also several of the 
cycling events held on they run their 
time trial race events between Farnham 
and Alton on the A31.

The expenditure on the hall in the 
financial year was almost £24,000.   
In addition to the usual expenditure on 
utilities, insurance, cleaning (for which 
we are hugely grateful to Nicola Beck 
for all her hard work) we also undertook 
some maintenance activities on the 
roof, the dovecote, the guttering and 
we continued with the upgrade of the 
lighting to LED fittings.

Thank you to all those who continue 
to support the 100+ Club for the Hall, 
which generated a net surplus of 
almost £1,000, which is great help 
in maintaining the hall for village 
community activities.
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The charity was in a surplus position 
of £7,124 for the financial year to 31st 
March 2019.  

Peter Clark resigned from the committee 
at the end of the financial year and we’d 
like to express our gratitude to Peter for 
his many years of service.  We’re always 
looking for new committee members, so 
please do contact the chair, Steve Fice, 
if you would be interested in joining us.

Of course, just as the year ended the 
Corona Virus pandemic hit us and as  
the report is written the hall is once 
again closed to all activities except  
for the Dottie Tots nursery school.   
We have made the hall a COVID secure 
environment and we look forward to 
welcoming back all our regular users  
as soon as possible.

The BCA Committee 

BENTLEY PARISH 
COUNCIL

Please come and help shape your village 

BECOME A PARISH COUNCILLOR 

Are you interested in the life of your village, your parish, your local 
environment, recreational facilities, local transport, planning and housing 

issues, just a few of the areas where we get involved to help make a 
difference to our community. 

We have a vacancy - will YOU come and join us? 

If yes, or you would like more  
details, please contact the 

Parish Clerk - contact details below. 

Emma Wadey, Parish Clerk 
Email: clerk@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk

Telephone: 07930 330308
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Turkey poults were arriving on farms back in June as day old chicks and will 
have been reared from then in order that they are ready for Christmas. Who 
knows what Covid controls will be in place for Christmas? We did think that 
smaller birds would be the order of the day if we’re being limited to six people 
gatherings over Christmas but try telling a turkey to stop growing especially 
when you ordered fourteen different strains of turkey breed back in Spring 
specifically to get that range of bird weights to suit everyone’s orders! 

If you’ve driven down the A31 in the direction 
of Alton at any point in the summer you 
may well have noticed a strange scaffold 
construction appear to the side of each 
carriageway and in the central reservation, 
you may also have seen on two occasions 
what is to all intents and purposes a 

scramble net stretched across the dual 
carriageway. This apparatus and many 
similar structures over our smaller roads, 
lanes and railways etc were accompanied  
by a proliferation of signage all in preparation 
for the replacement of the overhead cables 
between Fleet and Lovedean.

Where there’s a winch 
there’s a way

Farmers Viewpoint

https://pixabay.com/photos/turkey-bird-beak-feathers-plumage-5473768/
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The farmers in the parishes will have known 
what was going on long before any visible 
signs appeared in the countryside. But the 
planning has been years in the making. 
Access arrangements were negotiated 
in the last year and would have been 
complicated because the work on the 
cables was being done at the same time as 
harvest.  The reason the line replacement 
takes place in the summer is because the 
lines are switched off and the power has to 
be found from other networks hence it helps 
to do this when there is reduced demand  
on the network.

The temporary trackway companies will 
have done very well out of this multi-million 
pound infrastructure project! To be fair the 
miles of temporary trackway prevented 
compaction of the field underneath and 
prevents a quagmire in wet weather - 
remedying damage to the soil structure is a 
very expensive exercise and to be avoided.

The pylons were put up in the fifties and the 
wire was last replaced some thirty years ago 
(1980’s). Over 500kms of wire at height had to 
be replaced. National grid and its contractors 
split the route into ‘sections’ of approximately 
15 pylons. Two large machines are then 
placed at each end of the section, a machine 
at one end winches the old line (conductor) 
off and pulls up the new line from a machine 
at the other end, 3 to 4 miles away. You may 
have seen the large pulling wheels installed 
on the arms of the pylons to enable the 
winching process and once the new line  
is completely up, it is permanently attached  
to the pylon. Joints (where two sections of line 
are joined together) are found at one end of 
the 15 pylon section, often at the opposite  

end to the winching machine. However,  
in some cases joints can be within a section 
span. All joint positions are determined by the 
specific design required and the team know 
the location of all the joints before starting 
works. On this project, this process has been 
carried out 16 times by a team numbering 
approximately 115 people. Covid-19 was one 
of the biggest challenges to the project and 
it meant that all the working practices had to 
be completely re-evaluated to ensure safety 
throughout the works.

The wires used on this project were 
manufactured in Belgium. The old cable 
(conductor) is usually made of aluminium  
or a combination of steel and aluminium 
which affects how it is disposed of.  
To reduce waste and reduce the carbon 
footprint of the project, the conductor  
is recycled as are other materials that have 
been replaced on the project such  
as insulators and fittings.

The project will probably have just 
completed by the time this magazine hits 
your letterbox/inbox. It has been delivered 
bang on time and is on track to have all 
equipment removed and land reinstated  
by the end of December.

The sharper eyed among you will have 
noticed excavators in some of the fields 
adjacent to the A31. They’ve been digging 
trial pits that are connected with the 
eventual replacement of the Esso fuel 
pipeline that runs across our parishes. 
We do seem to be attracting a lot of 
infrastructure attention at the moment! 
Happy Christmas to you all.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Two books for Christmas and New Year:
Rembrandt, “The Birth of Christ: With 
The Text From The Gospels”, published 
by Eagle, Guildford, Surrey, 1998, 72 
pages, hardcover.

The Dutch painter Rembrandt is one of 
the greatest artists in the history of art. His 
illustrations of scenes from the Bible are 
amongst his greatest creative triumphs. The 
book contains over 30 paintings, prints and 
sketches, depicting the events surrounding 
the birth of Our Lord.

Some, like the adoration of the shepherds 
and the wise men, are well known; others 
less so. The book contains Rembrandt’s 
remarkable images alongside the Gospel  
text that moved and inspired him. They 
illustrate what many describe as the 
greatest story ever told.

Nicholas Holtam, “The Art of Worship: 
Paintings, Prayers, and Readings for 
Meditation”, The National Gallery, 2011, 
111 pages, hardcover.

Nicholas Holtam assembled these 40+ 
pictures from the National Gallery when 
he was Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields, 
London. He is now Bishop of Salisbury. 
His favourite paintings are presented 
alongside selected prayers, poems and 
quotations. His thoughtful personal 
observations encourage private prayer, 
contemplation and meditation.

Many of the paintings illustrate Christian 
themes and biblical stories, but some 
choices are unexpected. The book is a rich 
resource for anyone seeking stillness, and 
shows how art can be a powerful starting 
point for worship.

Themes for December & January: At the time of writing,  
it seems that Christmas and New Year may well be rather 
different from what we are all used to.  It therefore seems 
important for us to remind ourselves of some of the best things 
we traditionally think about at these times of the year.

At the time of writing, very good hardcover copies of these books 
(including postage) were available from www.bookfinder.com from 
£15.68 (Rembrandt) and £3.06 (Nicholas Holtam).
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The winners for November draws of the  
Bentley Memorial 100+ Club are below

Contact Steve Fice, Chairman Bentley  
Memorial Hall 01420 22197 
steve.fice@btinternet.com

Congratulations to 
the Winners

November 2020

1st Prize Chris Holmes  

2nd Prize Adrian & Linda Job

3rd Prize Catherine Bonner

Hampshire County Council has issued a Regulation 
25 notice requiring Veolia to submit further evidence 
on the Environmental Statement in their application. 

HCC says the information is required under Town 
and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 -  ‘to enable 
the full and proper consideration of the likely 
environmental effects of the proposed development’. 
Veolia was asked respond to this request no later 
than November 13. We understand that HCC will 
also be issuing a further Regulation 25 notice on 
landscape, visual effects and air quality. 

While we would have liked a swift and successful 
result to our campaign, we consider it is encouraging 

that HCC are thoroughly examining this complex 
issue. The application cannot be considered any 
further until the applicant responds.      

The Regulation 25 (Request for Further Information) 
can be read at  https://planning.hants.gov.uk/
ApplicationDetails.aspx?RecNo=21197 under 
Application Documents, 2nd document.

The No Wey action group will continue to keep  
a close eye on developments and will update their 
website and Facebook page with further news.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT

HCC HAVE 
SERIOUS 

QUESTIONS
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The next generation
We are blessed in this parish with 

loads of lovely trees. They nearly 
all started life as either seeds or nuts. But 
they won’t live forever. If they can they 
will produce their own seeds or nuts and 
employ their preferred strategies for getting 
their offspring into the ground. If there 
weren’t so many of us, so willing to shape 
our environment, we could just stand back 
and watch this all happen. We could safely 
assume that subsequent generations of us 
would have as many trees to enjoy as we do.

However we are not always content with 
where the next generation of trees sets up 
home, and we do tend to cover a lot of 
ground with surfaces that make it difficult 
for trees to get started. So we have a 
responsibility to help the next generation 
find a home.

Here are two ways you can help:

If you have healthy trees near you they will 
be dropping their seeds or nuts in your 
garden. If necessary, they will be using 
their allies, squirrels, jays, and others, to 
bury them just below the surface. Within a 
year of this happening you see young trees 
springing up in all sorts of places. In my 
own garden this year I found holly, hazel, 
hornbeam, oak and yew. It’s OK to object 
to where these seedlings sprang up. It’s not 
OK to dig them up and toss them on the 
compost heap (or worse). The Parish Council 
has granted me a plot in the Recreation 
Ground allotments (to the left as you drive/

walk into the car park) and I have already 
started using it as a young tree rescue 
centre. If you have seedlings you want rid 
of, please pot them up, or even just put 
them in a carrier bag, and leave them by the 
allotment fence. I will plant them up.

In a year or two I will be looking for homes 
for these orphans, somewhere where they 
can grow and give joy.

The second way we can help comes late as 
a suggestion for this year but is still worth 
mentioning. As I said, we have a tendency 
to put a lot of ground out of reach to seeds 
and nuts by covering it in concrete and 
tarmac. So we have a moral obligation to 
gather as many potential trees as we can 
and give them a fair start. This year there 
has been a bumper crop of all varieties.

For acorns and chestnuts, separate the nuts 
from their cups or outer casings and drop 
them into a bucket or bowl of water. Discard 
the ones that float and collect those that 
sink for sowing. Beech, walnut and hazel 
nuts should be stratified and then sown 
when they have germinated. If you don’t 
know how to stratify, then google it.

Winged seeds, such as sycamore, can be 
planted with the wings left on. Separate the 
seeds from each other and from their twigs, 
then stratify. 

Ben Hamlin
Tree Warden
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Maths Tuition to help young people thrive. 

With four decades’ experience of teaching Mathematics and 
Remedial Maths, I have helped many children and their parents to 
feel confident and successful in lessons, tests and examinations. 

Please contact me, Esther, at estherbinsted@googlemail.com  
DBS /CRB checked and references available. 

 

BENTLEY VILLAGE SURGERY
Dr M Way & Dr A Evers

Hole Lane, Bentley, GU10 5LP Tel: 01420 22106

The surgery is open from 8am – 6.30pm Monday – Friday

The Dispensary is open from 8.30am – 2.30pm Monday – Friday

When the surgery is closed please call 111

You can now register for online appointment booking, please ask at Reception for further details. 
Repeat Prescriptions can now be ordered via the surgery website: www.bentleysurgery.org.uk

Recruitment Researcher Opportunity 
We are looking for an energetic, hard-working and self-motivated 

individual to join our small team of finance recruiters.

You will be working with some of the largest global clients  
in the financial sector and working across sales, marketing, product, 
and IT positions. University degree or previous research background 

preferred. We look forward to receiving your CV with a cover letter on 
CVs@dynamitesearchgroup.com
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BOB’S	  
PRIVATE	  HIRE	  
BENTLEY	  

	  
	  

07769	  906745	  
	  

4	  Seater	  Estate	  Car	  
Long	  &	  Short	  trips	  welcome	  

	  
Bookings	  only	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844

enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

CAN'T YOU  DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup

One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Friendly, Professional Support for Windows
PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.
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Riser Recliner Chairs
Rollators 
Stairlifts
Powerchairs
Beds
Scooters and more…

AIDS TO 
MAKE LIFE 

EASIER

www.outandabout-uk.com
25 Southview Rise Alton GU34 2AB

Free Home Assessments 
Call: 01420 549481
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CATHERINE HADFIELD LGSM
PIANO AND THEORY LESSONS 
ADULTS AND CHILDREN
PREPARATION FOR GRADE EXAMS AT ALL LEVELS
BINSTED PLACE, BINSTED, GU34 4PQ

TEL. 01420 23146 / 07774 908 416  E-MAIL MaxHad@AOL.COM  



FRESH PASTEURISED MILK
STRAIGHT FROM OUR FARM

OPENING SOON

Sam  Ba l l  Tu i t ion  teaches

secondary  schoo l  maths ,

drums ,  gu i ta r ,  piano  and

mus ic  theory .  

So  i f  you  have  a lways  wanted  to

lea rn  a  mus ica l  i n s t rument  or  need

some  he lp  with  maths ,  please  do

send  me  a  emai l .

s a m b a l l t u i t i o n @ g m a i l . c o m

1/3 OFF FIRST
MONTHS
TUITION

SAM BALL
TUITION
MATHS  AND  MUSIC  TUITION
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M. W. SHAW – FARRINGDON

Antique Clock Repairs
& Restoration

House calls undertaken
All work guaranteed

Tel. Mr. M. W. Shaw
01420 588457
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Having a party? Need a venue for a one-off meeting or conference? Looking for 
somewhere to hold a regular club/ society meeting? Need somewhere to run a 
regular class?

Why not consider hiring our lovely hall. It is light and airy, fully carpeted with a 
stage and a brand new modern kitchen (with dishwasher!). The hall can seat up to 
80 either at tables for sit-down meals or set up for conferences and meetings. For 
a stand-up buffet or reception the hall can accommodate up to 120.
Our hire rates are very reasonable, why not contact us.

For bookings or further information, please contact the booking secretary on 
01420 22388 or visit our website www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk.

THE WICKHAM INSTITUTE
(Binsted Village Hall)

                                           

 

 

 

                                 

             FLOWER FARM~ FARM KITCHEN~ FARM SHOP ~ PRIVATE EVENTS ~ SUPPER CLUB 

West End Flower Farm, Kitchen and Shop is based in Upper Froyle, just outside Alton.  
We are open from Wednesday – Sunday. The Farm Kitchen serves brunch, lunch and afternoon tea.  

The Farm Shop has fresh flowers, gardening items and local artisan products. 

Our Farm Kitchen is available for private hire for special events. We also run Supper Clubs every fortnight,  
join us and enjoy a four-course supper including a welcome drink. 

We host monthly workshops, do visit our website to learn more about our future events. 

Opening Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 9.15am-4.30pm 

www.westendflowerfarm.co.uk 

West End Flower Farm, Upper Froyle. Alton, GU34 4JG: Telephone: 01420 767306 

                                           

 

 

 

                                 

             FLOWER FARM~ FARM KITCHEN~ FARM SHOP ~ PRIVATE EVENTS ~ SUPPER CLUB 

West End Flower Farm, Kitchen and Shop is based in Upper Froyle, just outside Alton.  
We are open from Wednesday – Sunday. The Farm Kitchen serves brunch, lunch and afternoon tea.  

The Farm Shop has fresh flowers, gardening items and local artisan products. 

Our Farm Kitchen is available for private hire for special events. We also run Supper Clubs every fortnight,  
join us and enjoy a four-course supper including a welcome drink. 

We host monthly workshops, do visit our website to learn more about our future events. 

Opening Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 9.15am-4.30pm 

www.westendflowerfarm.co.uk 

West End Flower Farm, Upper Froyle. Alton, GU34 4JG: Telephone: 01420 767306 
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Free Tank Surveys
Domestic & Commercial Tank Replacements

Tank Servicing & Tank Disposals
AGA & Rayburn Servicing

GAUGES supplied and fitted  •  Hire Tanks  
Commercial Jobs Undertaken

24 Hr Emergency Call Out for Failed or Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework 

The Oil and Water Tank Specialist
COUNTY Oil TankSOLUTIONS

Call us on 07799 643455 for ALL your tank needs 
james@countyoiltanksolutions.com  •  www.countyoiltanksolutions.com 

Tel: 01420 561 777

Tanker Services Drainage
Drains and Pipes Unblocked
High Pressure Jetting
CCTV Surveys
Drain Re-lining - No Dig Repairs

Servicing

Cesspits - Cesspools -Septic Tanks
Treatment Plants - Pump Stations
Gully and Interceptors
Grease Traps

Servicing of Sewage Treatment Plants & Pump Wells
British Water accredited engineers
Supplier of Pumps and consumables
Regular maintenance contracts or one-off services

email: info@easycleanservices.co.uk
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FREELAND
RESTORATION 

LTD
ANTIQUE FURNITURE RESTORATION

AND UPHOLSTERY

All restoration and conservation projects considered

Justin Freeland

2 Lascombe Estate
Highfield Lane

Puttenham GU3 1BB

Telephone 01483 811608
Mobile 07771 953870

Accommodation in Bentley
Accommodation available,

Both self catering and bed and breakfast

SELF CATERING in luxury appointed annexe that can
Sleep from 2-5 people. Five star – rated by Quality in
Tourism/Enjoy England. The Annexe is self contained
With all its own facilities plus access to forty acres of
Hampshire countryside, outside swimming pool and
Tennis court.

BED & BREAKFAST is available in the farmhouse which is five star rated by AA and has its 
own private bathroom with separate sitting room and own entrance.

Please contact:
Glenda Powell at Bentley Green Farm on 01420 23246 , mob. 07711 981614 
Email: enquiries@bentleygreenfarm.co.uk or Glenda.powell@btopenworld.com

Website: www.bentleygreenfarm.co.uk
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Bentley Memorial Hall
The perfect venue for celebrations, weddings, children's  

parties, meetings, specialist classes or exhibitions.

Conveniently located in the centre of the village  
with kitchen facilities and ample car parking.

Main hall accommodating up to 100 people and two meeting 
rooms accommodating up to 60 people each. Main hall and  

one meeting room can be combined for larger events.

For more information and to book the hall, please go to the 
website www.bentleymemorialhall.org
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P.S. There’s also tea and cake!

Froyle Baby and Toddler Group

Thursdays, 9:45am -11:45am 
(during term times) 

Froyle Village Hall

All babies and toddlers welcome with carers - 
only £2 per family. 

Come and join us for crafts, songs, stories and 

lots and lots of toys in a lovely, relaxed setting.

Different themes 
each week; 

including colours, 
counting, boats, birds and 

superheroes!
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Free  initial  consultation  
  

We  are  an  experienced  team  delivering  tailor  made  solutions  
for  Accounts,  Taxation  &  Planning,  VAT,  Payroll,  

Bookkeeping,  Company  Secretarial  and  Business  Start-ups  
 

Red  Lion  House,  Bentley,  Farnham,  GU10  5HY  
  

Contact  us  on  01420  525020  or  info@goodaccountancyservices.co.uk  
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magazine@benbinfro.org
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BEN MACDONALD
ASSOCIATES

Chartered Architects & Surveyors
• Extensions
• Refurbishment
• One off Houses
• Farm Building Conversions
• Listed Building Alterations

Total design and management service

Hoggatts House, Kingsley
Bordon GU35 9NY
Tel. 01420 488556

email:
benmacdonald_architect@hotmail.com

Paula Annels

When life throws up unexpected challenges it can sometimes help to 
get support from someone outside of family and friends.

I am a qualified local counsellor/therapist (British Association of 
Counselling and Psychotherapy (BACP) Registered Member) offering 
a safe, confidential space for you to gain insights into the best way 
forward.
Issues I work with and have experience of include:
*Generalised anxiety*Self-esteem*Depression*
*Bereavement and Loss*Relationship issues*Social anxiety* 
*Domestic abuse* Workplace stress* *Life changes*

¨	 Free initial 30 minute consultation 
¨	 Local, confidential setting 
¨	 Reduced rates available

THORNE & CO

TAXATION 
CONSULTANTS

Friendly, efficient service to deal
With your Accounts and 
Self-Assessment Returns

Initial Interview Free 
Evening appointments available

01420 22998

Email: thornebentley@aol.com
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enquire today!

NOW OPEN 7.30AM TO 6PM
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FOR 48 WEEKS PER YEAR

Dottie Tots...where children love to learn.

"Staff build strong bonds with children and understand their individual
needs well.  Babies and toddlers readily turn to staff for help or
reassurance and older children are confident to communicate their
needs. Children develop good levels of self-esteem, confidence and
behave well." Ofsted, April 2019
 
www.dottietots.co.uk
T: 07387 576 307
E: hello@dottietots.co.uk

Bentley Memorial Hall
Alton Road

Bentley, GU10 5NB

We offer
Funded places
Option to attend term time only or full time.
Wraparound care for siblings of children attending the setting.
Dottie's in the Forest - Outdoor learning inspired by Forest School at Pax Hill. We have
our very own bell tent and exclusive use of their beautiful grounds and gardens.
Tiny Tots - our specialist provision from birth to 2 years with a dedicated baby and
toddler team.

Now providing care from birth to school age.
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KEEP CALM AND GET FIT
The schedule  is
Yoga- Monday at 1pm at Bury Court Barn

Body Firming-Monday at 7pm at Bentley 
Memorial Hall, Main hall. 

Yoga- Tuesday at 6.30pm at Froyle Village Hall

Yoga-Thursday at 10am at Wickham 
Institute, Binsted  

Yoga-Thursday at 5.30pm at Froyle Village Hall

Yoga-Saturday at 10am at Wickham 
Institute, Binsted

If the Halls are still closed

 online yoga classes on Zoom on Thursdays 
and Saturdays at 10am as well as Thursdays 
6pm and Body Firming on Mondays at 7pm 

from November.
You can book on WhatsApp 07783 

078601 or gyiliann@gmail.com 
and I will confirm your booking.
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Farnham 
Tailoring Service

Opening 
Times:
Mon-Fri 

9am-6pm
Sat 

9am-5pm

• Ladies & Gents clothing alterations
• Restyling & Repairs
•	 One-to-one	fittings	by	an	expert
• Suits, Wedding & occasion dresses
• 1hr / Same Day Service
• Curtains & Soft Furnishings
• Leather & PVC repairs
• VIP & Home Visit Service  

(out of  hours)
• Made to measure (limited options) 

01252 444 640 www.elitestitch.co.uk 
elitestitch12@gmail.com
No appointment required
12 Upper Church Lane, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7PW

5 Star Express Gold Service at 20% Discount
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Family run business for more than 30 years
Laser tracking system

Free fitting value and balance
We offer discounts to Keyworkers

Mark or Paul for a fast and friendly service
Unit 2H Blacknest Industrial Est GU34 4PX

Call 01420 489541 
or 01420 23623

H A N D L E Y  A N D  S O N  l t d
Service, Repair and Tyre Centre
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BEAUTIFUL MARQUEES 
FOR EVERY OCCASION 

 
For more information call us or visit our website 

 
Tel. 01420 488477 

www.FourSeasonsMarquees.co.uk 

Care in the comfort of your own home
Berkeley Home Health provides a full range of care services to enable  
adults of all ages to continue to live comfortably in their own homes.
For more information, please contact our friendly and experienced team.

Tel: 01252 852100 www.berkeleyhomehealth.com
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CALL: 01420 561661

WWW.ALTONPUMPS.COM

BLOCKED DRAIN?
PUMP PROBLEMS?
TANK NEED EMPTYING?

SUPPORT
L   CAL

BUSINESS

Are you ready for the Septic Tank & 
Soakaway regulation changes for 2020?

We’ l l  ke e p  yo u  f l ow i n g

 

 
 

JENKYN PLACE SPARKLING WINES 
& VINEYARD TOURS 

 

Using the same grapes as Champagne, Jenkyn Place produces 4 Sparkling wines: Brut Cuvée, Blanc de 
Blancs, Blanc de Noir and a Rosé.  

Set in a picturesque former hop farm above of Bentley, it is also open for tours.  
 

To place an order or book a vineyard tour contact:  
Camilla Jennings - camilla@jenkynplace.com – 01420 481 581 - www.jenkynplace.com 
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C.S.	  EMBLING	  
THE	  CABINET	  REPAIR	  

SHOP	  
Woodlands	  Farm,	  Blacknest,	  

Alton,	  Hants	  	  GU34	  4QB	  
Office	  Tel:	  01252	  794260	  

(Frensham,	  Surrey)	  
	  

Antique	  Furniture	  Restoration	  
Modern	  Furniture	  Repairs	  
French	  Polishing	  &	  Other	  

Finishes	  
Insurance	  Claim	  Repairs	  

S	  E	  ELECTRICAL	  
	  

Domestic,	  Commercial	  &	  
Industrial	  

	  
Re-‐Wiring,	  Extra	  Sockets,	  

Lighting,	  
P.A.T.	  Testing	  
Fault	  Finding	  

	  
Prompt	  &	  Reliable	  
Free	  Quotations	  
Fully	  Insured	  

	  
Tel.	  01420	  477542	  

Mobile:	  07720	  851398	  
24	  Hours	  

Jane Stockdale 

HOME COOKING 
for small occasions

Dinners, Luncheons, Buffets,  
Drinks Parties, Tea Parties, 

Children’s Parties,

After Service Gatherings. 
Cooking for the freezer  
and individual dishes.

SPECIALISING IN  
CAKES AND CANAPES

Please call 01252 723161  
or 07775696918

janestockdale01@hotmail.co.uk
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R. A. CROFT LTD 

Building & Joinery 
 

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken 
Listed, Refurbishments, Extensions 
Buildings & General Maintenance 

New Houses 
Registered House Builder 

Landscaping & Mini Excavator Hire 
 

Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park                          
Blacknest Road, Alton                                                   Tel/Fax: 01420 521152 
Hants GU34 4PX                                                Email: info@racroftltd.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENTLEY JOINERY 

Quality Purpose Made 
Joinery 

 
Sliding Sash Windows, Doors, Staircases,  

Custom Made Furniture,  
Oak Barns Made to Your Own Design 

 
Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park   
Blacknest Road, Alton                                                    Tel/Fax: 01420 22252 
Hants GU34 4PX                                      Email: info@bentleyjoinery.co.uk 

 
 

Specialists in green oak  
framingJointed and pegged  

in the traditional way

Garages, Pool Houses, Pergolas, 
Garden Offices, Porches

Highest quality buildings,
Made bespoke to order in Froyle

Contact: Graham Menzies
01420 23452 / 07980 348 667

gbelmore@btinternet.com

	  

	  

	  

Alpha	  decor	  

Guild	  of	  Master	  Craftsmen	  
Member	  

01252	  724675	  

Complete	  decorating	  service	  

Interior	  and	  exterior	  painting	  

Wallpaper	  hanging	  

In	  business	  locally	  over	  30	  years	  

David	  Horne	  
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  RRooookkeerryy  BBaarrnnss  LLttdd  
  
  

YYoouurr  llooccaall  ssuupppplliieerr  ooff  ooaakk  ffrraammeedd  bbaarrnn--ssttyyllee  bbuuiillddiinnggss  

Contact us now for a free 
consultation 

tel. 01420 488870 
www.rookerybarns.com 

 

The Complete Service 
 Design 
 Planning  
 Groundworks  
 Construction 

	  
WAYNE	  COLLINGBORN	  

07875	  207208	  
w.collingborn@btinternet.com	  

	  
INTERIOR	  AND	  EXTERIOR	  DECORATOR	  &	  HANDYMAN	  SERVICES	  	  

PRIVATE	  &	  COMMERCIAL	  
	  

SERVICES	  AVAILABLE:	  
Painting,	  Tiling,	  Carpentry,	  Wallpaper	  Hanging,	  Decking,	  Fencing,	  
Fascia	  &	  Gutter	  Cleaning,	  General	  Repairs,	  General	  Maintenance.	  

	  

CONTACT	  ME	  FOR	  A	  FREE	  ESTIMATE	  
(References	  are	  available	  upon	  request)	  
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Building
Extensions, specialist 
brick and stone work, 
drainage, patios, full 

refurbishment

Carpentry 
Bespoke joinery and 

fitted cupboards 
Timber buildings, 

door hanging anything 
involving wood 

Plastering 
Screeding, rendering 

inc lime work

Checkatrade verified 
over 250 reviews 

5m insurance 

Call 07881 381942
realepropertyservices@gmail.com

REALE PROPERTY SERVICES
B E N T L E Y

	  

	  

Andrew	  Wood	  
	  

Heating	  and	  Plumbing	  Engineer	  
	  

	  
 
� BOILER	  CHANGES	  
��  BOILER	  SERVICING	  
��  POWER	  FLUSHING	  

	  
Gas	  Safe	  No.	  15316	  

 
�CENTRAL	  HEATING	  SYSTEMS	  
��GAS	  INSTALLATIONS	  
��GENERAL	  PLUMBING	  

For	  free	  estimates	  or	  advice	  telephone:	  Bentley	  (01420)	  22637	  
	  

	  

MICHAEL NEWSTEAD
Bathroom Installations • Plastering • Tiling • Decorating

25 years experience
Free quotations and advice • Friendly and reliable service 

07960 893369
michaelnewstead70@outlook.com 2 Southview cottages Bentley
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Simons Decorating Services
All aspects of Interior & exterior painting/decorating

Low cost joinery repairs with RepairCare system
Over 30 yrs experience & fully insured

simonsdecor@live.co.uk07747002595

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org
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O

www.hammertondesign.co.uk

Print and Digital 
Design Services
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Set in the beautiful Hampshire countryside, Bury Court would be your first 
choice to hold an intimate and exquisite celebration for special occasions.  

 
Contact Helen on team@bury-court.com or 0203 475 0550 for further 

information. 
 

 

Bury Court Barn and Oast House, Hole Lane, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5LZ 

 

ADVERTISE YOUR  
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org



December 2020 & January 2021

 58  |  B&B Magazine



INSIDE BACK COVER

BENTLEY
Website: www.bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
The Memorial Hall 
(Bentley Community Association):
Chairman: Steve Fice Tel. 01420 22197
Email: steve.fice@btinternet.com
www.bentleymemorialhall.org
Badminton Club: Martin Fox 07710 035913 
martin.fox62@yahoo.co.uk
Garden Club Chairman  
Andrew Croom-Johnson Tel: 01420 23157
Treasurer Patricia Cardy Tel: 01420 22325
District Council
Ken Carter, Brookfield, Station Road, Bentley 
GU10 5LA. 01420 22576 Email
kenc@comark-associates.co.uk
Parish Council 
Chairman: Mr John Goodyear 01420 22133 
johngoodyear@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 
Vice Chairman: Patric Curwen 01420 520060
Clerk: Joanna Cadnam 07795 326539
Email: clerk@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Bentley Memorial Hall, Hole Lane,  
Farnham GU10 5LP
Parish Office Hours
Monday to Thursday 9am to 3pm
Bentley School 
Headteacher: Katy Pinchess 01420 525010
Email: bentleyschoolptfa@gmail.com
Childcare
Dottie Tots: Karen 07387 576 307
Fête Committee 
Chairman: Hugh Chissell, Greystones, Bentley 
01420 23117
Flower Show 
Chairman: Vanessa Remington 01420 525322
Phoenix Group: Cathy Smith 01420 520169
Bentley Rec Ground 
Chair: Stephen Whowell  
Stephenwhowell@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Joint Parish Organisations
Care Group (car service) 
Bookings 01420 23440
Secretary: Cathy Smith 01420 520169
Girl Guides (at Holybourne) 
Lucy Yendell 01420 80560

BINSTED
Website: binstedparishcouncil.com
The Wickham Institute 
Chairman: Catherine Hadfield 01420 23146 
Bookings: Ann Mann 01420 22388  
email: annmann074@btinternet.com
www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk
Treasurer: Andrew Croom Johnson - 23157
County Councillor Mark Kemp Gee - 01420 
563550, email - marknkempgee@aol.com 
District Council 
Ken Carter, Brookfield, Station Road,  
Bentley GU10 5LA Tel. 01420 22576  
Email kenc@comark-associates.co.uk
Parish Council 
Chairman:Ron Neil  
r.neil@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Vice Chair: Debbie Brooks 
d.brooks@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Clerk: Sue Hodder 01420 520692 (office)
07495 261913 (Mobile 9am to 5pm) Mon to Fri
Email clerk@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Deputy Parish Clerk: Karen Ray 01420 520692
Email depclerk@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk 
Website: binstedparishcouncil.com
Facebook: @BinstedParish
Binsted School 
Headteacher: Sharron Morton 01420 23200
Fête and Flower Show 
Matt Arrowsmith
thebinstedfete@gmail.com
Tennis and Croquet Club Chairman:  
Nial Dunne 01420 22922 
tennis@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk 
http://e-voice.org.uk/btcc/
Growmore Club Secretary:  
Reita Fisher 01483 570996
Bentley and Binsted Police
Police Rural Beat Officer: Jess Hornsby 
Alton Police 101
Binsted Cricket Club
Chairman: John Dineen 01420 617814  
or mob: 07747878392
Binsted Football Club
Secretary: Tim Winkworth  
binstedfootball@gmail.com
Friends of Binsted School (FOBS)  
@FOBSBinsted 01420 23200 or  
fobs.binsted@gmail.com
Chairman: Alice Cowie
2nd Bentley Scout Group
General Enquiries:  
admin@2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk 07974377736
www.2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk




