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Vicar’s Letter
Dear All

Writing this as August ended with a chilly 
wind and shivers that asked when the 
heating could be switched on again, it 
seemed that this summer, this whole year 
had melted away. Where has it all gone, we 
seemed to be saying. What ever happened 
to 2020? Here we are, labelling new 
school uniform, asking whether our WFH 
(working from home) outfits are suitable 
for a return to the office and wondering 
whether we have enough stocks of hand gel, 
masks and toilet paper to survive the winter, 
especially if there is a second wave. 

It feels as if the year has slipped through 
our fingers and as the apples drop from 
the trees and the leaves start to fall, we are 
left feeling we haven’t used this year well 
and haven’t achieved anything. But is that 
true? Should we feel that way or should we 
be saying, well done Class of 2020, you 
came through it all. Shouldn’t we in fact be 
saying, well done all you care workers, all 
you utility workers, all the delivery drivers, 
supermarket staff and others who ensured 
that all our essential needs were met.

Yes, it has been hard for many and painfully 
sad for those who were affected by the 
virus, but we should be congratulating 
the majority of people who stayed calm, 
stayed safe and stayed well. And here in 
our own little corner of the world, we have 
seen evidence of the innate goodness of 
people faced with a crisis. Like many other 
towns and villages around the country, 

our communities rallied to offer practical 
and moral support, fetching prescriptions, 
delivering shopping, ensuring none felt 
abandoned. Our churches organised online 
services once our beautiful buildings could 
no longer open and over-enthusiastic 
gardeners nurtured and then swapped 
seedlings as they became swamped by 
courgettes and runner beans. Parish 
councils continued to manage our affairs 
by resorting to the wonders of Zoom, 
which was also employed in mounting the 
No Wey campaign to prevent an enormous 
incinerator harming the air and landscape 
we all enjoy here.

And in the midst of this very strange time, 
there was also tragedy, with the mysterious 
disappearance of Richard Morris, whose 
body was finally located on August 31 in 
Alice Holt Forest. Despite the restrictions 
of lockdown and the exceptionally hot 
weather, local residents provided the 
search parties with a continual supply 
of substantial refreshments. It was a 
wonderful display of community spirit, 
albeit with a deeply sad outcome.

So we say well done, Class of 2020. Well 
done for being resilient, steadfast and kind. 
Let us pray that we all can continue to be 
strong and in words from Thessalonians, 
‘Let us, who are of the day, be sober, 
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; 
and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.’

Yann and the team



October 2020

 4  |  B&B Magazine

YOUTH UPDATE
Having my birthday on New Year’s 
Eve is something special and despite 
what some people think, I love it!  
Lots of things come to mind when  
I think of New Year - the weird week  
of nothing between Christmas 
and New Year and counting down 
the days to another special day, 
singing Auld Lang Syne at midnight 
and taking my birthday badge off, 
always making the joke that I haven’t 
showered this year, writing the date 
wrong at school… But also, that weird 
feeling of knowing we have a chance 
to do something new, to try that thing 
we always wanted to. Who knew that 
at the turn of midnight on the 31st 
Dec 2019, the next year would hold 
a whole new experience for the world? 

The turn from August to September 
has felt a little like New Year’s 
Eve for me this year, I feel like 
we should’ve all listened to Auld 
Lang Syne and had a big socially 
distanced party! I haven’t had an 
extra birthday sadly, or a socially 
distanced party, but it seems we’re 
turning a corner. Families are lining 
up for Clarks to get new school 
shoes, and we’re creating new 
leading and preaching rotas for the 
new term. Dare I say it, things are 
looking more and more ‘normal’. 

Some of our children and young 
people haven’t been to school since 
March. The only time I’ve ever been 

out of education for a long period 
of time was in between finishing my 
A-levels before starting university, 
and that 3 months got boring! So, our 
children and young people have lots 
of catching up to do at school, lots  
of changes to deal with and for some, 
even starting brand new schools. In 
amongst all this, I feel we need to play 
a consistent part in their lives, being  
a consistent church family, being 
there every step of the way.

So this ‘new year’, we have restarted 
Messy Church over Zoom, we are 
running weekly youth groups inside 
the church buildings, watching films 
and thinking about what it is to be 
Church, and our online assemblies 
have reignited the creative brain 
in me! Our older girls group are 
meeting every other week too, and 
we are still hosting Zoom meetings 
on Mondays and Wednesdays for 
games, cooking and bible study with 
other local churches. I am so excited 
for what this ‘new year’ will bring, 
new opportunities, more terrible 
jokes, and a consistent church family 
to be there for everyone. Please pray 
for our children, young people and 
families as they tackle a new way  
of doing school and all the changes 
that brings.

Gemma Ball
Pastoral Assistant (Youth)  
and Administrator

Messy Church 
ZOOM

You're all invited! Whatever age
you are, join us on the 2nd

Sunday of the month to get stuck
in with crafts, songs and a Bible

story. 

11th October 2020 at 3:30pm

We're looking forward to seeing
you!

Contact Gemma at gemma@benbinfro.co.uk for more details!
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CAP (Christians Against Poverty) is a national charity which provides free 
help to thousands of men and women who are in debt.  CAP recommends a 
route out of debt, does all the negotiating with creditors, manages a debt 

repayment plan and local volunteers support each person until the day they 
are debt free.   We hold appointments with people either by video call or 

in person at the Alton Maltings.  In the last 6 years, CAP Alton has worked 
with 165 households and with CAP's help over half of them got significant 

help, became debt-free or are now working towards being debt-free

If this help is needed, go to www.capdebthelp.org  
or call 0800 328 0006.  

In the Alton area or nearby, call Mark Rumsby  
on 07769 030913 or email alton@capuk.org

A reminder to everyone on the electoral roll of Holy Cross Church Binsted that the 
APCM will be held on the afternoon of Sunday 11th October at 2pm.

We really want to make sure that as many of you as possible have the chance to 
attend (and vote if you are on our electoral roll) so as well as having a live meeting 
we are proposing to stream it via Zoom at the same time. So please note that Holy 
Cross Binsted’s APCM will be held in BENTLEY CHURCH, as it has Internet access.

We hope to see as many as possible of you then, either in person or online.

Due to the changing nature of the restrictions and legislation due to Covid-19 - 
Please do keep checking the benefice website for the most current information and 

the details of the zoom link.

Nick Carter organises the Electoral Roll for us. Please get in touch with him if you 
wish to add or remove yourself or change any of your details – or indeed if you would 

like any more information about it.

HOLY CROSS CHURCH BINSTED - APCM 
Sunday 11th October at 2pm, in St Mary’s Bentley Church

Do you know someone 
struggling with debt? 
As life gets going again after lockdown, they 
might find those debts start troubling them.



October 2020

B&B Magazine  |  7

School News - Binsted CE Primary
At Binsted we believe in the Christian values of Faith, Hope & Love.

Binsted school re-opens for all children – yah!

You might be wondering why there is a picture of a dog not the children! The 
answer is that my dogs have been into school quite a lot over the summer and 
Albert is clearly worn out by reading all the DFE guidance!! He is actually on 
my lap as I am typing, I have had to even move him off my mouse!

Our re-opening to all children has gone 
extremely well and we now have two distinct 
‘Bubbles’. This means that our year R to Y3 
children come in together, have different start 
times, play and lunch breaks; likewise Y4-6. 
The children as ever are extremely adaptable 
and have taken the new ‘norm’ in their stride. 

It has been so lovely to welcome existing and 
new children into Binsted and despite the 
restrictions placed upon us all by Covid 19, 
our school remains a happy, nurturing and 
welcoming learning environment for all. 

We remain grounded in our school values of ‘Faith, Hope and Love’  
which underpin all we are seeking to do together as staff, Governors,  
parents and children.

We might find that our usual celebrations such as Harvest, Remembrance 
and the Christmas Nativity are different this year, however like you, we are 
adaptable finding new ways to support each other and celebrate key events.

With kind regards,

Mrs Morton,
Headteacher,
Binsted CE Primary
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As a result of Covid19 I have been made redundant from my 
dream job working for a tour operator, Hotelplan, I am sure  
I am not alone in the parish in this situation. I am 57 and I was 
hopeful that I would eventually retire from Hotelplan, in due 
course, but now I am in the position of having to find another job. 
A few years ago after a holiday to Florida I was inspired to take up painting as  
I was introduced to the Rifle Paper Company and Anna Bond's beautiful illustrations. 
I love the simple and quirky design of her work. This inspired me to pick up my paint 
brush which I had not done since 
school! Over the last couple of years 
I have created paintings for friends 
and family and they seem to like 
them! So, as I was without work I 
put a request on the app Nextdoor 
and asked for volunteers who would 
like me to do a quirky painting 
for them. I was so surprised I had 
over 10 requests. I did the first 3 
for free and asked for a donation 
to prostate cancer, a charity close 
to my heart. I now have quite a 
catalogue on Instagram and call 
myself 'life illustrated by caroline'. 
Even better, I have actually started 
to create an income from it. So my 
message to anyone is, go for it! You 
will be surprised that with a bit of 
dedication your hobby just might be 
your next job! 

You can see my work on Instagram 
#lifeillustratedbycaroline. If you are 
interested in knowing more about 
the pictures just send me an email 
lifeillustratedbycaroline@gmail.com 
I’m always up for a chat!
Good Luck!

Life After Redundancy

Caroline Hoblyn
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THANK YOU!
Binsted Bentley & Froyle Care Group 

Thank you to all the Care Group 
volunteer drivers, coordinators and 
committee members who continued 
to provide a much needed service to 
our local residents, during the recent 
‘lockdown’ and are continuing to do so 
during the ongoing Covid-19 situation.

Life was very different, as we all know, 
from late March onwards and this 
included health care provision. Even 
though many hospital and other health 
appointments were cancelled initially, 
there was still a need for some clients 
to visit the GP surgery in Alton and 
elsewhere, so the car service continued 
to operate.

The Care Group also set up a new 
collection and delivery service for 
prescriptions, working with the  
Bentley Village Surgery and others -  
130 prescriptions have been delivered  
in the first four months of this service.

And additionally a telephone 
‘befriending’ service was set up to 
provide support to more isolated clients, 
giving them a chance for a friendly chat.

Gradually we are being asked to take 
more clients to hospital appointments 
again, as health care begins to return to 
normal - but with the added difficulties 
and concerns over face coverings, hand 
washing, sanitising cars and social 
distancing in all health premises for 
both clients and volunteers. BUT the 
volunteers are not daunted, they carry  
on because they are needed.

If you feel you can offer the Care Group 
some support by volunteering then do 
please get in touch. If you are worried 
about leaving your house then you 
might consider being a coordinator - 
this involves telephone calls with clients 
and drivers, so no outside contact is 
required. If you have been volunteering 
for another local group which is not 
going to  continue then we would be 
delighted to welcome you into the  
Care Group.

For further information, on how to 
support your local community through 
volunteering with the Care Group,  
please contact Cathy Smith, Secretary 
on 01420 520169 or on 07887 742632.
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WAYMARKS… 
Where are these Binsted footpaths?

Here are a couple more footpaths for you to try and locate.  
They are quite tricky, so let`s just say that no 1 is in the west  

of the parish and no 2 is on the edge of Alice Holt.

(If you need them, the answers are provided at the end of this article) 

Cattle on footpaths

Have you ever taken a path across a field only to find that a herd of cows or a group of frisky bullocks 
are showing a lot of interest in you? 

In early September, a runner on a public path on the Pentland Hills near Edinburgh, tried to ‘shoo’ 
away a cow in order to help a family that had been trying to get past. The cow ran at him, hit him in 
the chest, knocked him off his feet, so that he hit his head against a stone wall, and then lay on him. 
He escaped with chest pain, a minor head injury and several scratches. His advice after the incident 
was: ‘Don`t be complacent with cows and don`t go anywhere near cows with calves’.

That incident was a serious one and it is a good reminder to us all that, when walking in fields with 
cattle, we should always be cautious; especially so if there are heifers or bullocks present.

1 2
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Railway grade crossings
In Binsted parish there are no fewer than five 
pedestrian grade crossings of the line between 
Farnham and Alton. That`s quite a number, 
and they are all within a two mile stretch of 
track. I wonder if there is another Hampshire 
parish with a similar number? I confess to 
a slight thrill of apprehension when using 
a grade crossing in the quiet countryside. 
Yes, I know that it`s single track and I even 
know when the trains are due to leave Alton 
and Farnham, but crossing the line always 
(completely irrationally) seems to have just a 
spice of danger!

Where are the Binsted grade crossings? From 
west to east they are:

1.  The grade crossing on path 34 near 
Gaston Copse, west of Isington. (This 
crossing is in a cutting and is reached  
by descending 30 steps to the  
permanent way)

2.  The grade crossing on path 32 just east 
of the centre of Isington

3.  The (double track) grade crossing  
at the east end of Bentley station,  
also used by paths 38 and 44

4.  The grade crossing on path 55 just  
east of Bentley station

5.  The grade crossing on path 47 at 
Cotton`s Copse, Holt Pound Inclosure

For a change this month, I am offering a walk 
which incorporates all these railway crossing 
points but which also includes a lovely portion 
of the river, part of the Forest and the hangers. 
I hope you enjoy it….but you may have to 
be quite a fan of stiles, as the walk includes 

no less than 16 of them. Think of them as an 
opportunity for an additional workout!

Walk of the month: Crossing the tracks
This walk is slightly unusual and you certainly 
don`t need to be a rail enthusiast to appreciate the 
countryside it passes through! It is 7.5 miles long

Bentley station to Gravel Hill
Start this walk at Bentley station. Cross the 
line on the grade crossing (no 3 on the list) at 
the east end of the station and turn left, going 
through a gate to join a tarmac path. At a 
crossing of paths after a few metres, turn left 
and walk down to and then across the railway 
line (no 4 on the list), using two stiles. The 
path emerges at the end of Bentley Station 
Road (stile) 

Turn right and go through a gate into a 
grassy field and follow the path until and 
you arrive at a gap in the hedge on the left. 
Go left and head across the fields in a north 
easterly direction; there are gaps in fences en 
route. You will arrive at a stile alongside the 
river; cross this and walk over the footbridge 
(Green Bridge) into the parish of Bentley. 
Cross another stile and keep ahead, then bear 
right (south east) across the fields on a faint 
grassy causeway, with the river on your right. 
At the far side of the large field, cross a stile 
onto White Bridge, cross the river and re-enter 
Binsted parish.

Walk up the narrow path, which emerges onto 
a lane. Turn left and walk along the lane (be 
careful of occasional traffic) until reaching a 
footpath sign on the right. Cross the stile into 
the field and follow the path south across the 
field and into woodland. Cross the railway 



October 2020

 12  |  B&B Magazine

on the grade crossing (no 5 on the list) at 
Cotton`s Copse and continue ahead, climbing 
through woodland, to emerge on Gravel Hill 
Road. 

Gravel Hill to Redcap Copse
Bear left and keep ahead on the road, then 
turn right at a track with a footpath waymark. 
Walk south west along the track. The 
Arboretum is on your right and is well worth 
a visit. 

Just beyond the Arboretum is a junction of 
paths: go straight ahead on the firm, wide, 
gravel track, past Lodge Pond on your left. 
After around 400 metres the track swings left; 
look for a footpath waymark on the right and 
leave the track to descend through woodland 
on a narrow path. At a junction of paths 
alongside a fence, keep ahead. Cross a stile and 
emerge onto Blacknest Road. Turn right and 
follow the road a short distance to a bend to 
the right. Take the path on the left (there is a 
gap in the hedge) and follow a path along the 
south side of the field. Look for a waymark 
post on the left; turn left and follow the path 
uphill through Redcap Copse.

Redcap Copse to Froyle Mill
At the top of the climb cross a stile and 
continue ahead along the wooded edge of the 
field. Cross another stile and continue ahead, 
following the top of the hanger. The path dips 
towards another stile (probably the highest 
stile tread in the parish!). Cross this and 
descend to a grassy field, following the path 
to the far corner. Go through a gate, continue 
ahead up a fenced track and then turn left at 
a waymark, passing through a thick hedge by 
a kissing gate. Go ahead down the next field, 

go through a kissing gate and continue ahead 
(you may have to move a sheep gate). Walk 
slightly uphill in a south westerly direction 
with woodland on your left. At a junction 
of paths turn right and follow the grassy 
headland path downhill in a north westerly 
direction. Go through a kissing gate to join a 
part metalled track and continue ahead.

The track emerges onto Isington Road near a 
railway bridge. Turn left and follow the lane 
uphill for 400-500 metres. At a waymark 
sign on the right, cross two stiles to enter a 
field and then take a path northwards around 
the edge of the field, across a stile and across 
another field. Reaching another stile, descend 
the railway cutting on 30 brick steps and cross 
the grade crossing (no 1 on the list), then 
ascend the opposite 30 steps and cross another 
stile. Continue ahead past Gaston Copse on 
the left, cross another stile and descend across 
a grassy field to a stile in the far corner. Cross 
this and walk north along a very narrow lane 
towards Froyle Mill Cottage. 

Froyle Mill via Isington to Bentley Station
Cross the river and enter Froyle parish. Go 
steeply uphill for a short stretch and take the 
footpath on the right. This takes you across 
fields in an easterly direction, ending in a short 
green lane which emerges onto the lane north 
of Isington Mill; turn right, re-cross the river 
(and re-enter Binsted parish). Follow the lane 
south. Isington Mill, dating from the early 
19th century, was formerly the home of Field 
Marshal Montgomery of Alamein. Shortly 
after Isington Mill, Millers House is passed 
on the right; a Grade II listed building in 
malmstone with brick facings, dating from the 
18th century.
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At the road junction in Isington, turn left, 
passing Eggars Cottages, which were formerly 
one building and are believed to date back 
to the period 1492-1514.  A little further 
along the lane on the left is Vallenders, an 18th 
century house, altered and extended in 1914.

Turn right through a metal field gate opposite 
Newton Bungalow and walk along the track to 
the bridge under the railway. Turn left onto a 
firm gravelled track and, where this ends (at 
two farm gates) go ahead in the south easterly 
direction on a green lane. Look out for a 
kissing gate on the left, just as the path begins 
to descend; turn left and walk across the 

field to a stile on the far side. Cross the grade 
crossing (no 2 on the list), cross the stile on 
the far side and continue ahead up a narrow 
path. Turn right and follow the lane back to 
Bentley station.

Have you seen any problems?
Please contact the parish Clerk, Sue Hodder, 
or let me know directly if you come across any 
problems on a footpath or bridleway in the 
parish or nearby. 

Ian  
07766 174275

Where are the footpaths? 

Photo 1 shows footpath 6 in Wyck. This path runs south past Wyck Place and 
across the plateau towards East Worldham. It leaves the parish of Binsted where it 
meets and crosses the Roman Road (Pookles Lane)

Photo 2 shows footpath 44, a tarmac path from Bentley station to the Forestry 
Research Station. It is also the route of the Shipwrights Way, which starts at 
Bentley station and provides a cycling route to Portsmouth; the replica Roman 
altar on the right is one of the Shipwright Way statues. At this point, footpath 
44 is crossed by 55, the turn on the right leading up through Bentley Station 
Meadow, while the left turn leads to a grade crossing over the railway 

1 2
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BOOK REVIEWS

Books of the Month by Tom Wright:
“The New Testament for Everyone: 
Translated by Tom Wright”, SPCK, 
2011, 570 pages
Tom Wright considers that translating 
the New Testament is something 
that each generation ought to be 
doing. He makes it clear that this is 
a translation, not a paraphrase, and 
he has tried to stick closely to the 
original. He has written a modern, 
easily understood version, and has 
broken the text up into relatively 
small sections and paragraphs. The 
book is ancient wisdom which can be 
read like a novel, studied, or used to 
help our prayers.

At the time of writing, copies were 
available from £3.56 from www.
bookfinder.com 

“God and the Pandemic: A Christian 
Reflection on the Coronavirus and 
its Aftermath”, by Tom Wright, 
SPCK, 2020, 76 pages
Tom Wright writes that his book does 
not aim to offer “solutions” to knee-jerk 
reactions. We need a time of thoughtful 
grief and sorrow. He suggests that if we 
spend time in what he calls “the prayer 
of lament”, new light may come.

In five short chapters we are invited 
to see and respond to the virus 
by considering the teachings and 
examples of Scripture – in particular 
the way Jesus lived, thought and 
prayed. The chapter on “Reading the 
New Testament” has some especially 
helpful ideas about suffering, and 
about being renewed human beings. If, 
for this reviewer, there is one sentence 
which jumps off the page at him, it is 
the first one on page 44: “The thing 
above all which the Church should be 
doing at the present time is praying.”

Tom Wright the theologian then adds 
some wise and extremely helpful 
thoughts about praying, and about 
the God we see in Jesus being the 
God who wept at the tomb of his 
friend. This is God the Spirit present 
at the heart of the agony of creation 

– the God who understands when 
we find ourselves weeping with grief 
at the death of a friend or family 
member, or at the impossibility of 
having a proper funeral, or simply 
because being locked down is 
inherently depressing.

In the book’s final chapter we are 
reminded that the sign of new 
creation, from the ministry of 
Jesus forward, has been the healing 
presence of Jesus himself, and his 
death and resurrection above all. The 
need to strengthen the World Health 
Organisation is mentioned, as is the 
urgent need for statesmanlike, wise 
leadership with prayerful Christian 
leaders to think, with others, with 
both vision and realism through the 
challenges that we shall face in the 
coming months. Those who love the 
Old Testament, and also perhaps 
those who are more at home in the 
New Testament, will welcome the 
closing references to some of the 
psalms. “Hope in God; for I shall 
again praise him, my help and my 
God.” (Psalm 43).

At the time of writing, copies were 
available from £6.99 from www.
bookfinder.com

Author of the Month: Tom Wright (N T Wright)
Tom Wright is the author of more than 80 books. He is an intellectually gifted 
scholar, was Bishop of Durham from 2003 to 2010, Research Professor of 
New Testament and Early Christianity at the University of St. Andrews until 
2019 and is now a senior research fellow at Oxford University.  As well as his 
profoundly theological books, he has written many popular books on Christian 
issues that are easy to read at any level.
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Wickham Institute, Binsted - Registered Charity No. 1090864

The Wickham Institute 100+ Club
As promised, listed below are the lucky winners of the September 2020 draws:

THE WICKHAM INSTITUTE 
(VILLAGE HALL), BINSTED

www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk

Details of the October 2020 draws will appear  
in the November magazine.

Each number only costs £12 (£1 per month) and you have 
three chances to win each month!

50% of the monthly purchase price of each number goes in 
prizes and 50% to the running costs of The Wickham Institute. 

The more people that participate in the 100+ club, the more 
money that is paid out in monthly prizes. 

If you would like to participate an application form can  
be obtained from Andrew Croom-Johnson on 01420 23157  

or email a request to Andrew at 
treasurer@wickhaminstitute.co.uk

September 2020

1st prize Graham Clague

2nd prize Jan Nicolle       

3rd prize Sarah Boswood
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Phyllis Tuckwell Pilots 
Online Sessions to 
Support Patients at Home

Local charity Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice Care is launching  
a pilot online version of a selection of its Living Well sessions, 
to connect patients who have been and still are unable to 
come to the Hospice or Beacon Centre during the pandemic.
Phyllis Tuckwell’s Living Well service 
helps patients and their families to 
manage the impact of their illness, and 
cope with living their everyday life. It 
offers a range of therapeutic sessions 
to promote physical, emotional and 
spiritual wellbeing. These are usually 
held at the Hospice in Farnham and 
the Beacon Centre in Guildford, but 
the groups were suspended when 
lockdown was introduced, so patients 
could only be supported from a 
distance by phone or video calls. 
Now, however, five of the sessions - 
Tai Chi, Relaxation, Carer Support, 
Reminiscence and the Rainbow Project 
- are being trialled on Zoom.

Each session will be offered to a 
maximum of eight participants, with 
small groups enabling the staff running 
the session to ensure that everyone 
is included and being supported 
throughout the whole session. 

“We held our first Tai Chi session last 
week and it went really well,” said 
Phyllis Tuckwell Physiotherapist Sue 
O’Brien. “Everyone was really pleased 

to be part of a group again, and at the 
end one of the participants said they 
had felt very isolated during lockdown, 
and asked if they could stay on and 
have a chat with the others in the group 
- so as well as being a way in which we 
could run the Tai Chi session, it also 
became a valuable communication tool 
to help combat loneliness.”

The pilot will test a range of different 
sessions. Some will be mainly staff-
led, such as Relaxation, which helps 
participants to relax their body and 
then takes them through a guided 
meditation where they imagine walking 
along a beach, for example. Others 
will involve more discussion, such as 
Reminiscence, where participants 
share memories with each other, based 
around a subject such as holidays or 
their childhood. 

“Sharing memories and talking 
about our past has positive effect on 
self-esteem,” says Phyllis Tuckwell 
Health Care Assistant Nick Ritchie. 
“Sometimes people who are ill start 
to define themselves by their illness, 
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so to talk about past experiences 
and achievements helps them to re-
establish their own identity and build 
their confidence.”

Another session which is starting up in 
September is the Rainbow Project. Staff 
will send out a pack of coloured paper, 
with each colour being allocated 
a subject: red is love, orange is 
memories, yellow relationships, green 
nature, blue places and purple music. 
Patients are then asked to create 
something for each subject, using 
any media they like - for example they 
could knit love hearts, draw a picture of 
a happy memory they have, or take a 
photo of a place they love to visit. They 
are then asked to bring their creations 
to the groups and share it with the 
others there, talking them through what 
it represents and means to them.

As well as supporting its patients, 
Phyllis Tuckwell will also offer a series 
of weekly sessions for patients’ carers, 
giving them information about the 
support that is available for carers in 
Surrey and Hampshire, and offering 
them relaxation, meditation, Tai Chi 
and table-top gardening sessions to 
help them manage their own emotional 
health and wellbeing.

In addition to these online sessions, 
Phyllis Tuckwell’s Living Well staff have 
also put together Resource Packs, 
which they are delivering to patients 
at homes. “Because of Coronavirus 
restrictions, our patients can’t come 
to Day Hospice sessions as they used 
to,” explains Nick, “so we’re taking Day 
Hospice to them!” The packs include 
a mug with sachets of tea and coffee, 

biscuits, complementary therapy 
creams and oils, and leaflets which  
are specific to the individual patient.  
“If someone is feeling anxious or 
worried, we will put in a relaxation 
leaflet, for example,” says Nick. “When 
we drop the packs off, we can see our 
patients too, so we can assess how 
they are in person and not just over the 
phone. We really hope that these virtual 
sessions and resource packs bring 
our patients, carers and staff together, 
and help our patients and carers to feel 
supported.”

To find out more about Phyllis 
Tuckwell’s Living Well sessions  
and the care they offers, visit  
www.pth.org.uk/living-well-service.

The Rainbow Project is one of five pilot 
online sessions that Phyllis Tuckwell 
is launching to support its Living Well 

patients and their carers
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All my talk of the implications of the never-ending scorching weather 
tempted providence in ways not imagined as we had over six inches  
of rain fall in just a week in some parts of our parishes. Some of you 
will probably have witnessed a sea of potatoes washing down a certain 
road in Binsted and it is truly heart breaking to see the effects of 
unpredictable extremes in the weather on our food crops. Most of the 
arable crops left to harvest at the time of writing these notes seemed 
to be withstanding the battering of the elements but if damp and warm 
weather is prolonged the individual grains on the ears of wheat, barley 
and oats will sprout (germinate) in situ – not good!

Now it’s time to talk positive. Christmas 
is a coming so that will be concentrating 
farmers’ minds on turkeys and getting 
prime cattle ready for the traditional fat 
stock shows (socially distanced of course) 
in early December. The recent rains have 
greened up the pastures round and about 
but it remains to be seen if there is enough 

grass to what we call ‘flush’ the female 
sheep of the parishes. The ewes need to 
be on a rising plane of nutrition to maximise 
their fertility for when the male sheep (tups) 
come in. Flushing should mean there is a 
collective smile, not a groan, when the tups 
arrive in the field and everybody will have 
had a foot trim and checkover to ensure 

The heaven’s 
opened!

Farmers Viewpoint

https://pixabay.com/photos/grass-dew-green-nature-meadow-2183288/
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they are feeling at their absolute best at this 
important time of year!

Depending on the weather (sorry to mention 
it again!) cattle could be being brought in 
to their winter quarters by now. Feedstocks 
may have been reduced by the hot weather 
but farmers are resourceful people in that 
they will be finding alternative feed supplies 
like sugar beet pulp or getting contractors to 
treat their straw with added molasses. This 
allows scarce grass silage to be fed to higher 
priority stock such as growing cattle and 
lactating cows. Feeding a molasses liquid 
helps improve straw palatability and ensure 
a good intake of the straw portion of the diet.

When these notes were written at the end 
August the last sowings of baby leaf salad 
crops would have been made. The maize 
silage season will probably be just about 
complete as the parish mag falls through 
your letter box. Top fruit (apples and pears) 
and vines (grapes) picking and hops for 
bines will conclude and the winter arable 
crops will be being sown or ‘drilled’ this 
month. Very few farmers will have the mental 
fortitude to be delaying their drilling this 
autumn in order to tackle the pernicious 
arable weed blackgrass. As I said last month 
a lot of farmers want to forget about the 
crops they muddled in or didn’t manage to 
plant at all in the super wet autumn of 2019, 
hence drilling is likely to be early this year.

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions presently in place, it is impossible to safely 
meet together for our Garden Club programme. We are sorry for this and 
know that you will all be missing our friendly monthly get togethers. 

To be sure of everyone’s well-being we have reluctantly decided to 
cancel the rest of this year’s programme. Hopefully, we will be able meet 
again in February next year and be able to fulfil our promised special 
visits and events that were arranged for 2020.

We know that you have paid your subscription for the year and have only 
been able to attend two lectures. We have therefore decided that you will 
all have a free year's membership for 2021.  

Stay safe. 

From all the Committee.

BENTLEY GARDEN CLUB
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Archaeology on our doorstep  
– the ghost of a 13th century farmstead

Some of the buildings that remain in use today 
in our area can trace their history back to the 

medieval period, as this article from the Parish 
Magazine of January 1984 testifies:

“The remarkable historical discoveries at 
‘Cobdens’ (a residential property in Binsted) 
began with a phone call. It was an enquiry from 
the archaeologist who is studying the pre-history 
and history of the Binsted area, Malcolm Lyne, 
well-known for his researches into the Roman 
pottery industry in the Alice Holt Forest. He was 
in the midst of a survey of ancient buildings 
and had already found fascinating medieval 
survivals in Isington, at King’s Farm in Binsted 
and elsewhere.

This began a series of weekend investigations 
during the summer and autumn which included 
an inch by inch scrutiny of the old timbers 
in the house, visits by experts in vernacular 
architecture and a ‘dig’ in the garden. The 
detective work is still far from ended.

To cut a long story very short, the heart of 
‘Cobdens’ is a three –bay medieval open hall 
of exceptional age, 35 feet long. Clambering 
into the roof-space we found soot-blackened 
rafters from end to end and discovered a gablet 
in the half-hipped east end of the original roof, 
the opening through which billowed smoke 
from an open fire in the middle of the hall in the 
days before chimneys. Imagine the dark, grimy, 
smoky atmosphere in the hall, open to the roof 
and lit by unglazed slits of the windows!

Later, an upstairs floor was inserted in the hall 
in stages and on to the east end was built, still 
in medieval times, a buttery and pantry. Here 
we found evidence of three roofs, carpentered 
roughly one on top of the other. Then about 1550 

a wing was added at the north-east corner, and 
here we spotted the remains of windows which 
had shutters but no glass, and of a wattle-and-
daub smoke-bay, later replaced by a chimney. 
Dozens of clues to the story of the house 
emerged, from the marks cut by carpenters 
numbering joints in the timber framework to  
a mysterious wooden post with a cubic-headed 
capital, now located in our drawing room,  
a possible relic from the 13th century!

The survival of a relatively lowly building from 
as remote a period is very unusual, and may 
be due to two factors: first, that, Binsted was 
a ‘depressed area, following the decline in the 
wool trade during the years of England’s ‘great 
re-building’ in the 16th and 17th centuries, 
and second, the adaption of the house as the 
village work-house in the early 18th century. The 
building therefore escaped the major alterations 
associated with private houses at these times, 
although most, if not all, of the brickwork 
that now cases ‘Cobdens’, largely hiding the 
old timber frame, appears to date from the 
conversion into a work-house. The work-house 
phase ended in 1835 when the Alton ‘Union’ was 
built, and ‘Cobdens’ was turned into cottages 
and for a time housed the village school – the 
teacher’s name was Temperance Vince.

To test suspicions of the great age of the original 
house, excavations were carried out in the flower 
beds around the terrace on the south side of 
the building. There appears to have been a little 
farm-yard there during the medieval period, with 
an outbuilding on the south. We unearthed piles 
of broken pottery from many periods, and there 
was great family excitement when various finds 
emerged, among them a sheep-bell, a gilt button, 
a musket-ball, bits of fine 18th century china 
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AUGUST WEATHER STATISTICS

Temperature

Daytime maximum 36.6ºC (11th) to 16.0ºC (20th)
6 days below 20oC, 6 days above 30oC

Nightime minimum 4.0ºC (4th) to 17.8ºC (13th)
9 nights below 10ºC

Rainfall

Total for month 4.13 inches (105.0 mm) over 3 days
For the whole of May/June/July we  
only had 2.46 inches (62.6mm)

Wettest days 0.95 inches (24.2 mm) (27th) **
** 0.72 inches (18.4 mm) fell between 5.30pm and 6pm

Wind

Dominant wind direction South West

Maximum gust 25 mph (25th)
Parish Weatherman

(obviously ‘handed down’ to the work-house),  
and broken ink-bottles from the village school.

The earliest pottery dates from about 1170, and 
the outbuilding had the handle of a pitcher from 
the Frith End kilns rammed down a post-hole 
to wedge the post in position. The Frith End 
kilns operated from no later than 1247 to 1349 
when John the Crocker, the last of the potters, 
probably perished in the Black Death.

So the outbuilding was almost certainly pre-
1349, and other sherds of later 12th to early  
13th century date in the excavations also 
suggest a 13th century date for the house.

It is reasonable to believe, therefore, that at 
‘Cobdens’ exists the ghost of a 13th century 
farm-stead with just a few fragments still 
remaining, together with much of the subsequent 
medieval building. Documentary research 
suggests that it was the demesne farm-house 
of John of Benestede, part of the sub-manor of 
Thurstons which we know for certain originated 
in 1170.

There has been a useful by-product of the 
discoveries. Any complaint from younger members 
of our family that their bedrooms are too small are 
squashed by a reminder that in 1871 there were 
no less than 24 people living here, to say nothing 
of the village school on the premises!”
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Charlie Baker Fundraising
In August Charlie Baker (15 years) has completed an epic 
cycle ride along the Shipwright’s Way to raise money for local 
charity Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice Care, and help a community 
in the Upper Volta region of Ghana.

During the beginning of lock down in March Charlie decided to put his love for cycling 
to some good use and he began train around the local area and enjoy the use of lots of 
empty roads! He cycled to Sutton Place, Getty’s old house and Petersfield a few times.

He is hoping to raise £1,000, half of which will go to Phyllis Tuckwell, which provides 
supportive and end of life care for local patients and families who are living with an 
advanced or terminal illness, such as cancer. Charlie will use the other half of the 
money to help a community in the Upper Volta region of Ghana. He’ll be travelling to 
the region in 2021 with Venture Force. While he is in Ghana he will be supporting a 
number of community projects there, including installing water purification systems, 
refurbishing medical centres, and building an orphanage and school buildings.
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Charlie said “I saved up so that I could 
buy a bike which would be good enough 
to complete the long mile ride on, and 
I’ve been training for months now. It’s a 
good feeling to know I’ll be helping two 
really important charities.” 

Charlie completed the bike ride on 
August 20th, he set of from Binsted 
at 7.30am and returned at 5pm. He 
stopped off in Petersfield, Hayling 
Island and Rowland Castle. When 
he arrived home, he crashed out and 
couldn’t move for ages!! The distance 
he covered was just over 75 miles. 
Before, during and afterwards he has 
been on the radio doing interviews to 
help gain more sponsorship. He would 

like to thank everyone for their support 
and for the ideas and help that Mill 
Farm Shop have given him.

Charlie would be grateful for all the 
help he can get as he raises money to 
support these two vital charities, so if 
you are able to sponsor him, please 
visit www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
charliebikeride. 

If there is a problem with those links 
then go to Just Giving, search Charlie 
Baker and you will find him a few rows 
down in his colourful cycling kit.

The page will remain open until the end 
of Oct.

Sally leaves Bentley Village Stores
On Saturday the 29th August at 1pm 
Sally Cousins left the Stores after 45 
years of service to the Village. To mark 
the occasion, and as a big thank you 
to Sally, the men’s and lady’s Coffee 
Clubs arranged a collection which was 
presented to Sally by John Goodyear, 
Chairman of the Parish Council in front of 
an enthusiastic gathering.  

We wish Sally all the very best in her 
retirement.

I want to say a big thank you to all the people in Bentley for wishing me well on leaving 
Bentley Stores after 45 years service. It was a lovely surprise to see people waiting to 
say goodbye to me after I finished on Sat 29th August.Thank you again for the flowers 
and the vouchers you gave me which were gratefully received.

Sally Cousins
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The winners for September draws of the  
Bentley Memorial 100+ Club are below

Contact Steve Fice, Chairman Bentley  
Memorial Hall 01420 22197 
steve.fice@btinternet.com

Congratulations 
to the Winners

September 2020

1st Prize Hugh & Suzanne Chissell

2nd Prize Hugh & Suzanne Chissell 

3rd Prize Ian & Melissa Salisbury

Garden Open Wheatley House
(Between Binsted & Kingsley)

Saturday 3rd Oct. & Sunday 4th Oct.

We have already had two successful “pre-
booked” openings in August in aid of the 

National Garden Scheme – which in 2019 raised 
over £3,000,000 for nursing and health charities. 
As the garden promises to be even more colourful 
in a few weeks’ time, we will be opening again!  
For those of you who have visited us before, 
you will know our extensive borders are colour 
themed and, not only will the dahlias, cannas and 
asters be in full bloom, but the alstroemerias, and 
even some delphiniums, should be in flower again! 

Sadly no crafts are allowed, but light “help 
yourself” refreshments will be available and  
there will be some plants for sale. 

Due to Covid restrictions, this year all ‘tickets’ 
have to be pre-booked and paid for online 
through the NGS website – Adults £5, children 
free - To book, go to:-  ‘www.ngs.org.uk’, click 
on “Book a Visit”, scroll down, click on “South 
East”, find “Wheatley House” and follow the 
instructions! Please note, tickets will be available 
to book from Monday 28th September with  
a choice of entry times :- 11.00 am, 12.00 pm, 
1pm, 2pm and 3pm. 

We look forward to welcoming at least some  
of you to our garden – come rain or shine!!!

Susannah Adlington
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BENTLEY VILLAGE SURGERY
PART-TIME PRACTICE NURSE

We are a small, rural dispensing practice on the Hampshire/Surrey border, 
and we have an exciting opportunity for an experienced  
PRACTICE NURSE to join our small and friendly team.

The successful applicant will have a wide range of clinical  
experience and skills in practice nursing including the management  

of chronic diseases such as Diabetes, Asthma and COPD. 

Salary will be agreed according to experience.

For further information or to arrange a visit to the practice please  
contact Donna Mant. (The practice telephone number is 01420 22106)

Written applications including CV to:
Mrs Donna Mant, Practice Manager
Bentley Village Surgery
Hole Lane, Bentley, Farnham GU10 5LP

Email:  
NHCCG.bentleyvillagesurgery@nhs.net

By the time this article is printed there 
should be a clear result from Hampshire 
County Council on the application to build 
an incinerator close to our villages. At the 
time of going to press, the intense NO WEY 
campaign had generated nearly 1,500 
objections.   However the HCC site had only 
logged submissions up to August 8, so there is 
every reason to believe that the final total will 
be much higher. 

The No Wey website had over 5,300 visitors in 
the last 30 days of the campaign and even had 
650 on the very last day. Hundreds used the 
site’s guidance to generate their objections, so 
we believe that the volume of emails and letters 

received by HCC will have quite an impact, 
supported by strong objections from EHDC, the 
town councils for Alton and Farnham and other 
significant statutory bodies.  

At the same time, a legal challenge has been 
mounted on the government’s decision to 
exclude waste incinerators from its post-
Brexit carbon emissions trading scheme. This 
confirms that the No Wey campaign aligns 
with broader concerns that incineration is both 
inefficient and outdated.  

Hopefully we can report the final total of 
objections in the next issue along with a 
positive outcome to the campaign.

1500 SAY NO AND 
STILL COUNTING
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THE CURTIS MUSEUM AND ALLEN 
GALLERY, ALTON

(01420 82802) 
www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Curtis Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10am – 4pm
Allen Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10.30 – 3.30pm

CURTIS MUSEUM
Hooray! The Museum is open again, 

although with slightly different days/hours 
(10-4 Thurs Fri Sat - the hour after closing 
being set aside for cleaning/disinfection).  

As with the Allen Gallery, we would like you 
to book your slot for a visit.  Please see our 

website for details. 

www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum

The Childhood Gallery
Many of you contributed towards this 

Project to re-model the Museum’s 
Childhood area.  Work began while we were 

still closed, and is progressing well.  The 
ultimate aim is to have inter-active exhibits 

as well as static toys, but that element 
obviously has to wait.  Come and see how 

we’re getting on.

ALLEN GALLERY
The Gallery hours are now 10.30 -3.30 

Thurs Fri Sat - the hour after closing being 
set aside for cleaning/disinfection.  Please 
see our website to book your visit. www.
hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery

Under the Microscope 
An exhibition of the work of Helen Perry.  

A design maker by background, Helen Perry 
has always been interested in materials, 
surfaces, science and form. Her work 

transcends several disciplines from drawing 
and printmaking to ceramics and glass. In 
this recent body of work Helen has been 

observing and responding to life under the 
microscope and the visual structures of 

materials. Thematically her work has always 
had an aspect of scientific observation 

and the hidden beauty of the mundane. 
The work is very much process driven and 

manifests itself in a collection of made 
objects and artworks that collate two years 

of observation and making. 

24th September to 24th October  FREE

Please wear a face-covering when visiting, 
and use the hand sanitiser we have installed.  

Thank you.
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DON'T
FORGET...

Subscribe to our Youtube channel: BenBinFro Churches

Our online services are being posted every Sunday at 11am
on our YouTube Channel. Both our 'live' and online services

feature the same content and structure so no matter where
you feel comfortable joining us, it's great to have you.

Our services are also available to listen to via a phone line
for those who have little or no internet connection.

Just call 01420 552652.

We are still posting short Thought for the Day videos on
YouTube at 6:30am Monday to Friday. It's been great to see

how popular they continue to be!

Our 'live' service pattern is on the church website which we
also continually update with any news and updated

guidance, along with the links to all our online content, so do
have a look or contact the church office if you have any

questions.

Like and follow us on Facebook: BenBinFro Churches

Follow us on Instagram: @benbinfro_churches

www.benbinfro.co.uk
admin@benbinfro.org / 01420 23339
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As I write we are planning a restart to outdoor 
Scouting, HURRAY! The teams at 2nd Bentley 

Scout Group Sections are coming up with  
a programme to safely get the young people 

back together Scouting. We are aiming at most 
sessions being outside to start off with but are 

allowed to meet indoors in smaller groups.
The focus is clearly on everyone being safe. Each leader is  

required to provide a clear Risk Assessment for each activity,  
and these are scrutinised at group level, then District and finally 

County. We are following the Scout Association rules that are  
guided by the National Youth Agency.

We are looking forward to following our more traditional activities  
up until half term including hiking, treasure hunts, outdoor cooking  

and maybe some cycling.

As ever we would love more helpers, if you are interested in helping  
in any capacity (there are so many ways) please contact me.

Fingers crossed for the next term and ‘keeping on Scouting!’

Melissa Salisbury
melissa@2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk

07974377736
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Luminosa’s Youth Choirs 
Continue to Shine

Throughout lockdown, Luminosa Young and Rising Voices have continued  
to rehearse enthusiastically each week on Zoom.

However, these young singers and their 
teachers are now excited to announce 
that they will be back singing face-to-
face at The Maltings, Alton each Tuesday 
from September at 5.45pm. In a bid to 
acknowledge and thank frontline NHS 
staff and keyworkers, their repertoire 
will be well-known songs from movies 
and musicals, incorporating famous 
composers, classical and contemporary, 
to broaden the young singers’ vocal 
experiences, all celebrating heroism in its 
many guises.

Rising Voices (ages 10-16) work on 
singing technique and stage presence, 
while Young Voices (ages 7-10) enjoy 
musical games, building on basic 
singing skills and confidence. All young 
singers learn to sing in a nurturing, 
caring environment where they can 
grow in individual confidence, form 
friendships, be part of something 
collaborative and develop resilience, 
as well as learn a skill that will enhance 
their love of music for a lifetime.

The Maltings is  
a stringently risk-assessed rehearsal 
environment, fully compliant with 
Covid-19 regulations, including full 
sanitisation and social distancing. The 
Choirs’ volunteers and professional 
musicians, themselves teachers, are up 
to date with the latest government advice 
and guidance and all are DBS checked.

Further information can be 
found on Luminosa’s website 
www.luminosamusic.com, on 
Facebook www.facebook.com/
LuminosaYoungandRisingVoices and 
Instagram @luminosa_rising-voices

[Sweet smiles of success after coming second  
in the Youth Choirs Competition, March 2020]
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Maths Tuition to help young people thrive. 

With four decades’ experience of teaching Mathematics and 
Remedial Maths, I have helped many children and their parents to 
feel confident and successful in lessons, tests and examinations. 

Please contact me, Esther, at estherbinsted@googlemail.com  
DBS /CRB checked and references available. 

 

BENTLEY VILLAGE SURGERY
Dr M Way & Dr A Evers

Hole Lane, Bentley, GU10 5LP Tel: 01420 22106
The surgery is open from 8am – 6.30pm Monday – Friday 

The Dispensary is open  
from 8.30 – 12.30 and 4.00 – 6.30pm Monday, Tuesday Thursday and Friday,  

and just 8.30-12.30 on Wednesdays.

When the surgery is closed please call 111
You can now register for online appointment booking, please ask at Reception for further details. 

Repeat Prescriptions can now be ordered via the surgery website: www.bentleysurgery.org.uk

Recruitment Researcher Opportunity 
We are looking for an energetic, hard-working and self-motivated 

individual to join our small team of finance recruiters.

You will be working with some of the largest global clients  
in the financial sector and working across sales, marketing, product, 
and IT positions. University degree or previous research background 

preferred. We look forward to receiving your CV with a cover letter on 
CVs@dynamitesearchgroup.com
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BOB’S	  
PRIVATE	  HIRE	  
BENTLEY	  

	  
	  

07769	  906745	  
	  

4	  Seater	  Estate	  Car	  
Long	  &	  Short	  trips	  welcome	  

	  
Bookings	  only	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844

enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

CAN'T YOU  DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup

One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Friendly, Professional Support for Windows
PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

ADVERTISE YOUR  
BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org
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Riser Recliner Chairs
Rollators 
Stairlifts
Powerchairs
Beds
Scooters and more…

AIDS TO 
MAKE LIFE 

EASIER

www.outandabout-uk.com
25 Southview Rise Alton GU34 2AB

Free Home Assessments 
Call: 01420 549481
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M. W. SHAW – FARRINGDON

Antique Clock Repairs
& Restoration

House calls undertaken
All work guaranteed

Tel. Mr. M. W. Shaw
01420 588457
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Having a party? Need a venue for a one-off meeting or conference? Looking for 
somewhere to hold a regular club/ society meeting? Need somewhere to run a 
regular class?

Why not consider hiring our lovely hall. It is light and airy, fully carpeted with a 
stage and a brand new modern kitchen (with dishwasher!). The hall can seat up to 
80 either at tables for sit-down meals or set up for conferences and meetings. For 
a stand-up buffet or reception the hall can accommodate up to 120.
Our hire rates are very reasonable, why not contact us.

For bookings or further information, please contact the booking secretary on 
01420 22388 or visit our website www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk.

THE WICKHAM INSTITUTE
(Binsted Village Hall)

                                           

 

 

 

                                 

             FLOWER FARM~ FARM KITCHEN~ FARM SHOP ~ PRIVATE EVENTS ~ SUPPER CLUB 

West End Flower Farm, Kitchen and Shop is based in Upper Froyle, just outside Alton.  
We are open from Wednesday – Sunday. The Farm Kitchen serves brunch, lunch and afternoon tea.  

The Farm Shop has fresh flowers, gardening items and local artisan products. 

Our Farm Kitchen is available for private hire for special events. We also run Supper Clubs every fortnight,  
join us and enjoy a four-course supper including a welcome drink. 

We host monthly workshops, do visit our website to learn more about our future events. 

Opening Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 9.15am-4.30pm 

www.westendflowerfarm.co.uk 

West End Flower Farm, Upper Froyle. Alton, GU34 4JG: Telephone: 01420 767306 
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We host monthly workshops, do visit our website to learn more about our future events. 
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West End Flower Farm, Upper Froyle. Alton, GU34 4JG: Telephone: 01420 767306 
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Free Tank Surveys
Domestic & Commercial Tank Replacements

Tank Servicing & Tank Disposals
AGA & Rayburn Servicing

GAUGES supplied and fitted  •  Hire Tanks  
Commercial Jobs Undertaken

24 Hr Emergency Call Out for Failed or Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework 

The Oil and Water Tank Specialist
COUNTY Oil TankSOLUTIONS

Call us on 07799 643455 for ALL your tank needs 
james@countyoiltanksolutions.com  •  www.countyoiltanksolutions.com 

Tel: 01420 561 777

Tanker Services Drainage
Drains and Pipes Unblocked
High Pressure Jetting
CCTV Surveys
Drain Re-lining - No Dig Repairs

Servicing

Cesspits - Cesspools -Septic Tanks
Treatment Plants - Pump Stations
Gully and Interceptors
Grease Traps

Servicing of Sewage Treatment Plants & Pump Wells
British Water accredited engineers
Supplier of Pumps and consumables
Regular maintenance contracts or one-off services

email: info@easycleanservices.co.uk
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FREELAND
RESTORATION 

LTD
ANTIQUE FURNITURE RESTORATION

AND UPHOLSTERY

All restoration and conservation projects considered

Justin Freeland

2 Lascombe Estate
Highfield Lane

Puttenham GU3 1BB

Telephone 01483 811608
Mobile 07771 953870

Accommodation in Bentley
Accommodation available,

Both self catering and bed and breakfast

SELF CATERING in luxury appointed annexe that can
Sleep from 2-5 people. Five star – rated by Quality in
Tourism/Enjoy England. The Annexe is self contained
With all its own facilities plus access to forty acres of
Hampshire countryside, outside swimming pool and
Tennis court.

BED & BREAKFAST is available in the farmhouse which is five star rated by AA and has its 
own private bathroom with separate sitting room and own entrance.

Please contact:
Glenda Powell at Bentley Green Farm on 01420 23246 , mob. 07711 981614 
Email: enquiries@bentleygreenfarm.co.uk or Glenda.powell@btopenworld.com

Website: www.bentleygreenfarm.co.uk
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Bentley Memorial Hall
The perfect venue for celebrations, weddings, children's  

parties, meetings, specialist classes or exhibitions.

Conveniently located in the centre of the village  
with kitchen facilities and ample car parking.

Main hall accommodating up to 100 people and two meeting 
rooms accommodating up to 60 people each. Main hall and  

one meeting room can be combined for larger events.

For more information and to book the hall, please go to the 
website www.bentleymemorialhall.org
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P.S. There’s also tea and cake!

Froyle Baby and Toddler Group

Thursdays, 9:45am -11:45am 
(during term times) 

Froyle Village Hall

All babies and toddlers welcome with carers - 
only £2 per family. 

Come and join us for crafts, songs, stories and 

lots and lots of toys in a lovely, relaxed setting.

Different themes 
each week; 

including colours, 
counting, boats, birds and 

superheroes!







P.S. There’s also tea and cake!

Froyle Baby and Toddler Group
Thursdays, 9:45am -11:45am 

(during term times) 
Froyle Village Hall

All babies and toddlers welcome with carers - 
only £2 per family. 

Come and join us for crafts, songs, stories and 
lots and lots of toys in a lovely, relaxed setting.

Different themes 
each week; 

including colours, 
counting, boats, birds and 

superheroes!







P.S. There’s also tea and cake!

Froyle Baby and Toddler Group
Thursdays, 9:45am -11:45am 

(during term times) 
Froyle Village Hall

All babies and toddlers welcome with carers - 
only £2 per family. 

Come and join us for crafts, songs, stories and 
lots and lots of toys in a lovely, relaxed setting.

Different themes 
each week; 

including colours, 
counting, boats, birds and 

superheroes!







P.S. There’s also tea and cake!

Froyle Baby and Toddler Group
Thursdays, 9:45am -11:45am 

(during term times) 
Froyle Village Hall

All babies and toddlers welcome with carers - 
only £2 per family. 

Come and join us for crafts, songs, stories and 
lots and lots of toys in a lovely, relaxed setting.

Different themes 
each week; 

including colours, 
counting, boats, birds and 

superheroes!







P.S. There’s also tea and cake!

Froyle Baby and Toddler Group
Thursdays, 9:45am -11:45am 

(during term times) 
Froyle Village Hall

All babies and toddlers welcome with carers - 
only £2 per family. 

Come and join us for crafts, songs, stories and 
lots and lots of toys in a lovely, relaxed setting.

Different themes 
each week; 

including colours, 
counting, boats, birds and 

superheroes!

 

Free  initial  consultation  
  

We  are  an  experienced  team  delivering  tailor  made  solutions  
for  Accounts,  Taxation  &  Planning,  VAT,  Payroll,  

Bookkeeping,  Company  Secretarial  and  Business  Start-ups  
 

Red  Lion  House,  Bentley,  Farnham,  GU10  5HY  
  

Contact  us  on  01420  525020  or  info@goodaccountancyservices.co.uk  
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A R T  C L A S S E S

T a u g h t  c l a s s e s  i n  p a i n t i n g  a n d   d r a w i n g .

Wednesdays 10am to 1pm - St Mary's Church Hall, Bentley

For beginners and developing
artists

At St Mary's Church Hall, Bentley

Wednesday 10am to 1pm

Taught by Paul Nelson

 

 

 

 
For more details and costs contact:
 
Email:  pnelson2020@yahoo.co.uk
 
Mobile:  07861 373 541
 
Website:  www.pnelsonart.com
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
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magazine@benbinfro.org

BEN MACDONALD
ASSOCIATES

Chartered Architects & Surveyors
• Extensions
• Refurbishment
• One off Houses
• Farm Building Conversions
• Listed Building Alterations

Total design and management service

Hoggatts House, Kingsley
Bordon GU35 9NY
Tel. 01420 488556

email:
benmacdonald_architect@hotmail.com

Paula Annels

When life throws up unexpected challenges it can sometimes help to 
get support from someone outside of family and friends.

I am a qualified local counsellor/therapist (British Association of 
Counselling and Psychotherapy (BACP) Registered Member) offering 
a safe, confidential space for you to gain insights into the best way 
forward.
Issues I work with and have experience of include:
*Generalised anxiety*Self-esteem*Depression*
*Bereavement and Loss*Relationship issues*Social anxiety* 
*Domestic abuse* Workplace stress* *Life changes*

¨	 Free initial 30 minute consultation 
¨	 Local, confidential setting 
¨	 Reduced rates available

THORNE & CO

TAXATION 
CONSULTANTS

Friendly, efficient service to deal
With your Accounts and 
Self-Assessment Returns

Initial Interview Free 
Evening appointments available

01420 22998

Email: thornebentley@aol.com
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enquire today!

NOW OPEN 7.30AM TO 6PM
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FOR 48 WEEKS PER YEAR

Dottie Tots...where children love to learn.

"Staff build strong bonds with children and understand their individual
needs well.  Babies and toddlers readily turn to staff for help or
reassurance and older children are confident to communicate their
needs. Children develop good levels of self-esteem, confidence and
behave well." Ofsted, April 2019
 
www.dottietots.co.uk
T: 07387 576 307
E: hello@dottietots.co.uk

Bentley Memorial Hall
Alton Road

Bentley, GU10 5NB

We offer
Funded places
Option to attend term time only or full time.
Wraparound care for siblings of children attending the setting.
Dottie's in the Forest - Outdoor learning inspired by Forest School at Pax Hill. We have
our very own bell tent and exclusive use of their beautiful grounds and gardens.
Tiny Tots - our specialist provision from birth to 2 years with a dedicated baby and
toddler team.

Now providing care from birth to school age.
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Yoga and 
Body Firming

Bentley, Froyle and 
Binsted

 Please contact Liliann via 

WhatsApp:  
0044 7783 078 601

or email:  
gyiliann@gmail.com
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Farnham 
Tailoring Service

Opening 
Times:
Mon-Fri 

9am-6pm
Sat 

9am-5pm

• Ladies & Gents clothing alterations
• Restyling & Repairs
•	 One-to-one	fittings	by	an	expert
• Suits, Wedding & occasion dresses
• 1hr / Same Day Service
• Curtains & Soft Furnishings
• Leather & PVC repairs
• VIP & Home Visit Service  

(out of  hours)
• Made to measure (limited options) 

01252 444 640 www.elitestitch.co.uk 
elitestitch12@gmail.com
No appointment required
12 Upper Church Lane, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7PW

5 Star Express Gold Service at 20% Discount
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Family run business for more than 30 years
Laser tracking system

Free fitting value and balance
We offer discounts to Keyworkers

Mark or Paul for a fast and friendly service
Unit 2H Blacknest Industrial Est GU34 4PX

Call 01420 489541 
or 01420 23623

H A N D L E Y  A N D  S O N  l t d
Service, Repair and Tyre Centre
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BEAUTIFUL MARQUEES 
FOR EVERY OCCASION 

 
For more information call us or visit our website 

 
Tel. 01420 488477 

www.FourSeasonsMarquees.co.uk 

Care in the comfort of your own home
Berkeley Home Health provides a full range of care services to enable  
adults of all ages to continue to live comfortably in their own homes.
For more information, please contact our friendly and experienced team.

Tel: 01252 852100 www.berkeleyhomehealth.com
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CALL: 01420 561661

WWW.ALTONPUMPS.COM

BLOCKED DRAIN?
PUMP PROBLEMS?
TANK NEED EMPTYING?

SUPPORT
L   CAL

BUSINESS

Are you ready for the Septic Tank & 
Soakaway regulation changes for 2020?

We’ l l  ke e p  yo u  f l ow i n g

 

 
 

JENKYN PLACE SPARKLING WINES 
& VINEYARD TOURS 

 

Using the same grapes as Champagne, Jenkyn Place produces 4 Sparkling wines: Brut Cuvée, Blanc de 
Blancs, Blanc de Noir and a Rosé.  

Set in a picturesque former hop farm above of Bentley, it is also open for tours.  
 

To place an order or book a vineyard tour contact:  
Camilla Jennings - camilla@jenkynplace.com – 01420 481 581 - www.jenkynplace.com 
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C.S.	  EMBLING	  
THE	  CABINET	  REPAIR	  

SHOP	  
Woodlands	  Farm,	  Blacknest,	  

Alton,	  Hants	  	  GU34	  4QB	  
Office	  Tel:	  01252	  794260	  

(Frensham,	  Surrey)	  
	  

Antique	  Furniture	  Restoration	  
Modern	  Furniture	  Repairs	  
French	  Polishing	  &	  Other	  

Finishes	  
Insurance	  Claim	  Repairs	  

S	  E	  ELECTRICAL	  
	  

Domestic,	  Commercial	  &	  
Industrial	  

	  
Re-‐Wiring,	  Extra	  Sockets,	  

Lighting,	  
P.A.T.	  Testing	  
Fault	  Finding	  

	  
Prompt	  &	  Reliable	  
Free	  Quotations	  
Fully	  Insured	  

	  
Tel.	  01420	  477542	  

Mobile:	  07720	  851398	  
24	  Hours	  

Jane Stockdale 

HOME COOKING 
for small occasions

Dinners, Luncheons, Buffets,  
Drinks Parties, Tea Parties, 

Children’s Parties,

After Service Gatherings. 
Cooking for the freezer  
and individual dishes.

SPECIALISING IN  
CAKES AND CANAPES

Please call 01252 723161  
or 07775696918

janestockdale01@hotmail.co.uk
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R. A. CROFT LTD 

Building & Joinery 
 

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken 
Listed, Refurbishments, Extensions 
Buildings & General Maintenance 

New Houses 
Registered House Builder 

Landscaping & Mini Excavator Hire 
 

Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park                          
Blacknest Road, Alton                                                   Tel/Fax: 01420 521152 
Hants GU34 4PX                                                Email: info@racroftltd.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENTLEY JOINERY 

Quality Purpose Made 
Joinery 

 
Sliding Sash Windows, Doors, Staircases,  

Custom Made Furniture,  
Oak Barns Made to Your Own Design 

 
Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park   
Blacknest Road, Alton                                                    Tel/Fax: 01420 22252 
Hants GU34 4PX                                      Email: info@bentleyjoinery.co.uk 

 
 

Specialists in green oak  
framingJointed and pegged  

in the traditional way

Garages, Pool Houses, Pergolas, 
Garden Offices, Porches

Highest quality buildings,
Made bespoke to order in Froyle

Contact: Graham Menzies
01420 23452 / 07980 348 667

gbelmore@btinternet.com

	  

	  

	  

Alpha	  decor	  

Guild	  of	  Master	  Craftsmen	  
Member	  

01252	  724675	  

Complete	  decorating	  service	  

Interior	  and	  exterior	  painting	  

Wallpaper	  hanging	  

In	  business	  locally	  over	  30	  years	  

David	  Horne	  
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 Rookery Barns Ltd 
 
 

Your local supplier of oak framed barn-style buildings 

Contact us now for a free 
consultation 

tel. 01420 488870 
www.rookerybarns.com 

 

The Complete Service 
 Design 
 Planning  
 Groundworks  
 Construction 

	  
WAYNE	  COLLINGBORN	  

07875	  207208	  
w.collingborn@btinternet.com	  

	  
INTERIOR	  AND	  EXTERIOR	  DECORATOR	  &	  HANDYMAN	  SERVICES	  	  

PRIVATE	  &	  COMMERCIAL	  
	  

SERVICES	  AVAILABLE:	  
Painting,	  Tiling,	  Carpentry,	  Wallpaper	  Hanging,	  Decking,	  Fencing,	  
Fascia	  &	  Gutter	  Cleaning,	  General	  Repairs,	  General	  Maintenance.	  

	  

CONTACT	  ME	  FOR	  A	  FREE	  ESTIMATE	  
(References	  are	  available	  upon	  request)	  
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Building
Extensions, specialist 
brick and stone work, 
drainage, patios, full 

refurbishment

Carpentry 
Bespoke joinery and 

fitted cupboards 
Timber buildings, 

door hanging anything 
involving wood 

Plastering 
Screeding, rendering 

inc lime work

Checkatrade verified 
over 250 reviews 

5m insurance 

Call 07881 381942
realepropertyservices@gmail.com

REALE PROPERTY SERVICES
B E N T L E Y
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Simons Decorating Services
All aspects of Interior & exterior painting/decorating

Low cost joinery repairs with RepairCare system
Over 30 yrs experience & fully insured

simonsdecor@live.co.uk07747002595

   

Paine’s Decorating 
Services 
  

 
 

• All types of internal and external decorating carried to 
the highest standard in both domestic and commercial 
properties. 

• Specialist skills and advice given with decorating older 
and listed property 

• Fixed price quotations always provided 
• No VAT to pay!  
• Local and friendly service with references from local 

customers 

 “Over the past 10 years 
residents in Bentley and 
Binsted have helped me 
to build my reputation 
and business. 
If you need a decorator I 
can assure you of a 
professional service and 
excellent results, advice 
and prices are always 
free so why not give me a 

call?”         

    
Darre
n 

 

 

 
 
 

 
. 

DARREN PAINE 47 Babs Fields, Bentley, GU10 5LS 
T) 01420 521113 M) 07950 418282 E) painesdecorating@btconnect.com 

painesdecorating@btconnect.com 

 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE

CONTACT US 
magazine@benbinfro.org
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R. A. CROFT LTD 

Building & Joinery 
 

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken 
Listed, Refurbishments, Extensions 
Buildings & General Maintenance 

New Houses 
Registered House Builder 

Landscaping & Mini Excavator Hire 
 

Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park                          
Blacknest Road, Alton                                                   Tel/Fax: 01420 521152 
Hants GU34 4PX                                                Email: info@racroftltd.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENTLEY JOINERY 

Quality Purpose Made 
Joinery 

 
Sliding Sash Windows, Doors, Staircases,  

Custom Made Furniture,  
Oak Barns Made to Your Own Design 

 
Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park   
Blacknest Road, Alton                                                    Tel/Fax: 01420 22252 
Hants GU34 4PX                                      Email: info@bentleyjoinery.co.uk 

 
 

	  

	  

Andrew	  Wood	  
	  

Heating	  and	  Plumbing	  Engineer	  
	  

	  
 
� BOILER	  CHANGES	  
� BOILER	  SERVICING	  
� POWER	  FLUSHING	  

	  
Gas	  Safe	  No.	  15316	  

 
�CENTRAL	  HEATING	  SYSTEMS	  
�GAS	  INSTALLATIONS	  
�GENERAL	  PLUMBING	  

For	  free	  estimates	  or	  advice	  telephone:	  Bentley	  (01420)	  22637	  
	  

	  

MICHAEL NEWSTEAD
Bathroom Installations • Plastering • Tiling • Decorating

25 years experience
Free quotations and advice • Friendly and reliable service 

07960 893369
michaelnewstead70@outlook.com 2 Southview cottages Bentley
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Est. 1994 
01420 481189 

Marble, Stone and Wood Fireplaces 
~ 

Solid Fuel, Gas and Electric  
Fires and Stoves 

~ 
From Contemporary to Traditional 

Bespoke Design Service 
Fitting Service Available 

Kiln Dried Wood 

   THE FIRESIDE CENTRE 

O

www.hammertondesign.co.uk

Print and Digital 
Design Services
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BENTLEY
Website: www.bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
The Memorial Hall 
(Bentley Community Association):
Chairman: Steve Fice Tel. 01420 22197
Email: steve.fice@btinternet.com
www.bentleymemorialhall.org
Badminton Club: Martin Fox 07710 035913 
martin.fox62@yahoo.co.uk
Garden Club Chairman  
Andrew Croom-Johnson Tel: 01420 23157
Treasurer Patricia Cardy Tel: 01420 22325
District Council
Ken Carter, Brookfield, Station Road, Bentley 
GU10 5LA. 01420 22576 Email
kenc@comark-associates.co.uk
Parish Council 
Chairman: Mr John Goodyear 01420 22133 
johngoodyear@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 
Vice Chairman: Patric Curwen 01420 520060
Clerk: Joanna Cadnam 07795 326539
Email: clerk@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Bentley Memorial Hall, Hole Lane,  
Farnham GU10 5LP
Parish Office Hours
Monday to Thursday 9am to 3pm
Bentley School 
Headteacher: Katy Pinchess 01420 525010
Email: bentleyschoolptfa@gmail.com
Childcare
Dottie Tots: Karen 07387 576 307
Fête Committee 
Chairman: Hugh Chissell, Greystones, Bentley 
01420 23117
Flower Show 
Chairman: Vanessa Remington 01420 525322
Phoenix Group: Cathy Smith 01420 520169
Bentley Rec Ground 
Chair: Stephen Whowell  
Stephenwhowell@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Joint Parish Organisations
Care Group (car service) 
Bookings 01420 23440
Secretary: Cathy Smith 01420 520169
Girl Guides (at Holybourne) 
Lucy Yendell 01420 80560

BINSTED
Website: binstedparishcouncil.com
The Wickham Institute 
Chairman: Catherine Hadfield 01420 23146 
Bookings: Ann Mann 01420 22388  
email: annmann074@btinternet.com
www.wickhaminstitute.co.uk
Treasurer: Andrew Croom Johnson - 23157
County Councillor Mark Kemp Gee - 01420 
563550, email - marknkempgee@aol.com 
District Council 
Ken Carter, Brookfield, Station Road,  
Bentley GU10 5LA Tel. 01420 22576  
Email kenc@comark-associates.co.uk
Parish Council 
Chairman:Ron Neil  
r.neil@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Vice Chair: Debbie Brooks 
d.brooks@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Clerk: Sue Hodder 01420 520692 (office)
07495 261913 (Mobile 9am to 5pm) Mon to Fri
Email clerk@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk
Deputy Parish Clerk: Karen Ray 01420 520692
Email depclerk@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk 
Website: binstedparishcouncil.com
Facebook: @BinstedParish
Binsted School 
Headteacher: Sharron Morton 01420 23200
Fête and Flower Show 
Matt Arrowsmith
thebinstedfete@gmail.com
Tennis and Croquet Club Chairman:  
Nial Dunne 01420 22922 
tennis@binstedparishcouncil.org.uk 
http://e-voice.org.uk/btcc/
Growmore Club Secretary:  
Reita Fisher 01483 570996
Bentley and Binsted Police
Police Rural Beat Officer: Jess Hornsby 
Alton Police 101
Binsted Cricket Club
Chairman: John Dineen 01420 617814  
or mob: 07747878392
Binsted Football Club
Secretary: Tim Winkworth  
binstedfootball@gmail.com
Friends of Binsted School (FOBS)  
@FOBSBinsted 01420 23200 or  
fobs.binsted@gmail.com
Chairman: Alice Cowie
2nd Bentley Scout Group
General Enquiries:  
admin@2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk 07974377736
www.2ndbentleyscouts.org.uk



Bentley, Binsted and Froyle churches are also open for private
prayer on Wednesdays and Sundays:

(except when there's a service on the same day)
(except when there's a service on the same day)




